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Agoura Hills Harmony............Agoura Hills, CA
www.AHHChorus.net

Celebrity City ........................... Las Vegas, NV
www.CelebrityCityChorus.com

Central Coast Celebration ...Pismo Beach, CA
www.Celebration-Chorus.com

ChannelAire ...............................Camarillo, CA
www.ChannelAire.org

Golden Sands ........................Long Beach, CA
www.GoldenSandsChorus.com

Antelope Valley Showcase ........Lancaster, CA
www.AVShowcaseChorus.com

Harmony Valley ............................ Merced, CA
www.HarmonyValleyChorus.org

High Sierra..................................... Bishop, CA

Kern Valley ..........................Lake Isabella, CA
www.KernValleyChorus.com

L.A. South Towns Show .............. Torrance, CA
www.LASouthTowns.org

Pacifi c Horizon................San Luis Obispo, CA
www.Pacifi cHorizon.org

RiverOaks ......................... Sherman Oaks, CA
www.RiverOaksChorus.com

Santa Monica...................... Santa Monica, CA
www.SMChorus.com

Singing Sands (Prospective) .....Ridgecrest, CA

South Valley Sound ................ Bakersfi eld, CA
www.SouthValleySound.org

Southland Harmony ..................... Downey, CA

Tri City Sound .............................. Lompoc, CA
www.TriCitySound.org

Verdugo Hills ..............................Glendale, CA
www.VerdugoShowtimeChorus.org

Voices United.................................Fresno, CA
www.VoicesUnited.groupanizer.com

Region 11 Choruses

Region 11
News

YWIH Champions!

Glitter
Megan Ruth

Beth Kirchner
Kate Kirchner

Kate Melton

2011  Region 11
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Region 11
News

COUGARS
(Santa Monica)

Valerie Larsen-Fernandez
Kerry Mellin

Debra Hockenberger
Lisa Kneebone

Esther Alva
Jackie Schneider

Lynell Leilani Van Bastolaer
Wendy Cutler

GR8FUL DEAD
(Agoura Hills Harmony, 

ChannelAire, Harborlites)

2011 Champions

2011 Double Quartet 
Contest!

“Lettuce” Entertain You 
Audience Choice Award

Debbie Curtis
Ruthie McAllister
Ellen Allen
Linda Ragsdale

Carol Dirner
Diane Rothberg
Susan Goldberg
Bonnie Manning
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Education Coordinator

Dede Nibler
Voices United

Dede NiblerDede Nibler

Regional Management
Team

Membership Coordinator

Lisa Miller
Central Coast Celebration

Team Coordinator

Cathy Tautkus
RiverOaks

Directors’ Coordinator

Kira Wagner
Antelope Valley Showcase

During the season of Global Expansion, Region 11 has done an amaz-
ing job! Almost every chorus participated, each in their own way. We were 
taught to take a fresh look at how we are seen in our local communities, in-
cluding our musical product, repertoire, costume and even our logo & name! 
The reports of new members, prospective members & guests are so excit-
ing! Several chorus Membership teams are looking at guests from a different 
perspective as well, realizing that the number of guests we need through our 
doors, then taking into account conversion rates (guest-to-member) is much, 
much higher than originally thought! 

Our region will soon be in the loving hands of Lou Schroff, incoming 
Membership Coordinator. I must say I’m a bit jealous that Lou will be able to 
visit every Chapter!! It was my desire to do the same thing, but alas, it wasn’t 
meant to be! I’ll be living vicariously through her!! The part of this “job” on the 
RMT I will miss most is YOU!!! I have loved the time I have spent with you! 
What a special treat getting to know so many of you personally and I appre-
ciate your TLC over the last 5 years!!

I want to thank the women whom I have had the honor of working with 
over the last 5 years. My life has been changed for the better because of all 
of you!! Carole Sundeen, Cathy Tautkus, Linda Kelly, Cathy Lee, Linda 
Wong, Debbie Curtis, Erin Lunn, Monica Tautkus, Jolene Forzetting, 
Marcia Bosma, Mary Ashford, Dede Nibler, Lou Schroff and Kira 
Wagner. They have supported, encouraged, pushed, pulled, loved, taught 
and driven me to do things I never thought I could. We have laughed & cried 
& laughed & laughed & laughed some more!! They have become my friends, 
always seeing more in me than I do in myself and again, I say thank you!!

If you have ever wanted to achieve new heights and learn new skills along 
with having the time of your life, then it’s time for YOU to consider adding 
your name to this list!! There is a place for you in Regional leadership!!!

– Lisa
morganrdh@aol.com

The RMT is very happy to welcome Viena 
Zeitler and Lillian Zellmer, and to welcome back 
Monica Tautkus to the 2012-2013 team.  

Don’t miss the Installation Brunch on contest 
Sunday. Lisa Kneebone, bass extraordinaire, is 
our installing offi cer – you don’t want to miss it! In 
addition to hearing our new quartet champs sing 
and see the new RMT installed, you will be able to 
say thank you and goodbye to our departing RMT 
members – Erin Lunn, Lisa Miller, and Dede 
Nibler. I know that I will greatly miss working with 
these dynamic, wonderful women.

– Cathy Tautkus
ctautkus@gmail.com

As our year draws to a close, I’d like to thank 
each and every director in our region for their 
time, talent and dedication. 

We’ve had many changes this year and a num-
ber of new directors have been welcomed into our 
midst as a result. I hope that each of you will feel 
the support as you move forward with your goals 
and plans.

To those of you who have been on board for 
some time – thank you for making the effort to 
inspire and motivate yourself as well as your 
members through the years.

In addition to our own Summer Sizzler just 
around the corner, I hope to see many of our 
directors, as well as chorus members, attend the 
A Cappella Harmony Academy on July 19-22. 
Taking place at local Chapman University, I trust 
we will have a large contingent from the region in 
attendance.

Finally, as a director, you ARE a teacher and I’d 
like to leave you with a variation on a poem about 
teaching music:

THAT IS WHY I DIRECT
NOT because I expect you to become a great quar-
tet singer x NOT because I expect you to sing every 
day of your life. x BUT so you will be human. x So 
you will know beauty. x So you will feel closer to an 
infi nite beyond this world. x So you will have more 
love, more compassion, more gentleness, more 
good…in short, more life. – Original Author Unknown

– Kira
kira@kirawagner.com

I send best wishes 
to all the quartet and 
chorus competitors. Let 
your voices ring out and 
go for joy and fun when 
you’re on the stage. I 
fi gure that all the hard 
work will defi nitely pay 
off if we can get out of our own way and enjoy the stage experience. May the 
7 minutes (or less) that you are on stage is only a small part of the Sweet 
Adeline experience. Resolve to make it your most entertaining, most harmo-
nious performance to date!

I am leaving the position of Education Coordinator this year and welcome my 
replacement, Monica Tautkus. I look forward to many fi ne, educational semi-
nars in the future and know Monica’s leadership will take us to a higher level. All 
of us are bullish on learning new and better ways of singing and performing.

Keep healthy as we go into contest! I hope your chorus shoes don’t hurt 
and that you love your contest package! See you in Bakersfi eld for many 
years to come. – Dede  dedesings@comcast.net

mailto:morganrdh@aol.com
mailto:ctautkus@gmail.com
mailto:kira@kirawagner.com
mailto:dedesings@comcast.net
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Communications Coordinator

Erin Lunn
Voices United
Erin LunnErin Lunn

Regional Management
Team

Marketing Coordinator

Lou Schroff
Golden Sands / RiverOaks / 
Harborlites

Events Coordinator

Jolene Forzetting
Singing Sands (Prospective) &

South Valley Sound

As this fi scal year comes to a close I would like 
to remind my Region 11 Singing Sisters that we, 
the members, continue to be the best marketers 
available for our Sweet Adeline choruses and the 
barbershop art form. 

How many of you have said or heard members 
say how they wish they had known about Sweet 
Adelines years before?

That being said, let’s remember how lucky we all 
are to be part of this singing sisterhood. We should 
be very proud of what we are about and be ready 
to share that at every opportunity.  

I choose to believe that we don’t have to “sell” or 
“market” but take a look at our Sweet Adeline world 
as something we simply want to share and then 
go about the business of doing just that, whether it 
be about growing our members, performing our art 
form or taking our music to the schools for educa-
tional purposes. Food for thought (from Woman’s 
World Magazine):
 Every little step counts!
 If you can picture it, it’s possible!
 Dreams and determination outdo 
 disappointments and diffi culties!
 our greatest asset is you!
NOW GET ON OUT THERE AND SPREAD THE 
SWEET ADELINE WORD!!

Best wishes for all the competitors this weekend 
and I’ll see you in the hallways!!

– Lou
lousings@aol.com

Finance Coordinator

Marcia Bosma
Verdugo Hills / Harborlites

In early May, Regional dues will be collected. 
This is the time we collect for the entire fi scal year 
(May 1 – April 30) regardless of when you pay 
your International dues. Here are the amounts 
you will owe: Most members of Region 11 - $42; 
Youth members (age 25 and below) - $21; 50-
year members - $0. Please plan your budget to 
include this amount. If you have any questions 
regarding Regional dues, ask the fi nance person 
in your chorus. If she doesn’t know the answer, 
I’m happy to answer any of your questions.

I wish the best of luck to all of our competing 
quartets and choruses. Enjoy every moment of 
the experience. – Marcia marcia@mbosma.com

I’m sure everyone has been sooo busy prepping for contest and now here 
we are all together to enjoy the harmony and laughter that is our hobby! 
Congratulations to our newest singers on the risers from Ridgecrest – have 
a wonderful weekend! 

If you haven’t heard by now, the International organizations’ proposal to 
revise the RMT from 8 members to 6 was voted down by the regions – only 
7 voted in favor (of which we were one). We are fortunate to have Monica 
Tautkus, Lillian Zellmer and Viena Zeitler coming on board to keep our 
region steaming along. We hope this will be the year YOU take a look at 
some of the interesting and fun positions available on our committees. We 
need women who care about moving our organization forward, visionaries 
and ‘get-it-doners’ who value what Sweet Adelines means to us and to our 
communities. If this sounds like you then let us know what you are passion-
ate about. We can use your energy and talent and you will have the satisfac-
tion of a job well done. 

This is my last term and I have found being involved on the RMT very ful-
fi lling. I can’t imagine how much I’m going to miss working toward a common 
goal with my RMT sisters! They’ll be a tear or two this weekend for sure! 

– Erin  lunnone@bak.rr.com

This year has been a year of challenges and change, and we are so fortu-
nate that these ladies work tirelessly all year long to make sure this weekend 
runs smoothly! 

Leah Rippettoe – your Competition Coordinator, Pat Vincent – your Chair 
of Regional Convention (CRC), and Tammy Ragsdale – your assistant CRC 
have all been doing a fabulous job to make our regional contest the best it 
can be! SANTA MONICA CHORUS is our assisting chorus for the contest 
and their co-chairs, Carole Sundeen and DeLisa Levine are doing great get-
ting their chorus ready for contest! 

Bea Knaapen is our Chair of Regional Seminars and keeps our seminars 
organized and on track. 

Several of these hard working ladies have served in their positions for 
several years now and are looking for a well-deserved break, which means 
we are looking for a “few good women” to fi ll their spots! Our convention and 
seminars can’t run without dedicated women holding these positions. If you 
know someone who has the skills, desire, and time, I’d love to talk to you! 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone in Bakersfi eld! I wish all the com-
petitors a great time on stage! – Jolene  jolenecf@gmail.com

mailto:lousings@aol.com
mailto:marcia@mbosma.com
mailto:lunnone@bak.rr.com
mailto:jolenecf@gmail.com
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2013.............................. March 14-17
2014.............................. March 27-30
2015.............................. March 26-29
2016.............................. March 17-20
2017.............................. March 23-26

Region 11 Conventions
NEW Dates! 

Region 11 Conventions

Chorus
News

Yessiree, it’s a new year and VERDUGO has 
a NEW DIRECTOR! We are proud to announce 
that Tammy 
Ragsdale has 
joined our fam-
ily and we’re 
excited to take 
this journey 
together!  
Tammy has 
been in Sweet 
Adelines for 30 
years and has 
a boat load of 
experience as 
a director not 
to mention a dynamite positive attitude!!  

Once again, we welcomed the opportunity to 
coach with the wonderful Carole Kirkpatrick. 
Watch out world!

Our Fall season was busy with singing 
Christmas cards and performances in the com-
munity. The high point of the holidays was our 
Christmas show: “Applause for Mrs. Claus”. Not 
your usual Christmas fare, we were up to our ears 
in elves!! As a guest event, we enjoyed singing 
with lovely ladies in the LA area!

We would like to give a hearty hug to new 
members Andi Cordeiro-Benson and Lisa 
Ayre-Smith.

Among our various activities this spring was our 
performance on the Concert for the Cure. This 
annual event took place on February 11 at Walter 
Reed Middle School in North Hollywood and 
was a great opportunity to raise funds for cancer 
research. For the grand fi nale, every barbershop-
per was asked to join in on the song “That’s 
What Friends Are For”. There wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house!

Once again, VERDUGO is hosting our A 
Cappella Scholarship Festival on May 19 at 
Glendale High School. Our 8th year, we look 
forward to awarding monetary prizes to compet-
ing middle and high school a cappella groups 
throughout the Southland.

The best of luck to our of Region 11 quartets 
and choruses, and we wish an extra bit to our 
quartets, CACHET. NOVA, and HOT TOPIC!! 

– Penny Parisi

Glendale, CA

Pismo Beach, CA
Here we are again, together 

in Bakersfi eld to celebrate our 
hard work over the past year and 
renew those Regional friend-
ships. CELEBRATION CHORUS 
has been especially active since 
we were last together. 

We had another very busy holiday season, beginning with our successful 
and very fun Toyland Christmas Show. We entertained several groups with 
holiday programs, and once again participated in the Arroyo Grande and 
Grover Beach Christmas parades.

In January we worked with 
PACIFIC HORIZON and TRI CITY 
SOUND to put on a combined 
open house event. We called it 
A Cappella - a Sweet! Choice. 
We were fortunate that cur-
rent Regional Quartet champs, 
CHEERS! was in the area and 
stopped by to sing for us. It was a 
successful event, and all parties 
agreed that we should do it again 
in the future. 

We were very happy to have 
3 guests from the open house 
join us the next Tuesday at our 
rehearsal. All 3 guests have been 
coming regularly, came to retreat, passed their auditions, and are up on 
stage with us this weekend! We are thrilled to welcome returning lead Laura 
Newbre, and new baritones Nannon Kelsall and Lisa Marmon.

The new year also brought Patty Cobb Baker’s intensive Vocal Gold 
Program to us, and culminated with an awesome retreat with Patty and Jeff 
Baker. We worked hard, and came away energized and committed to make 
the vocal skills we learned the new norm for our chorus.

We are thrilled to have two competing quartets in the contest this year. We 
will be rooting for our own BLUSH! and KMPR.

CELEBRATION CHORUS wishes all competing quartets and choruses the 
most amazing contest experience this weekend. Let’s celebrate all of our 
achievements! – Diane McGrath
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Chorus
News

Agoura Hills, CA

Ridgecrest, CA

Singing Sands
(Prospective)

Sherman Oaks, CA

RIVEROAKS is riding 
high on the Contest wave! 
We are growing by leaps 
and bounds, or maybe I 
should say by leads and 
baris! We had a successful Global Open House 
in January, plus a number of other visitors who 
we hope will join the ongoing fun and food that is 
RIVEROAKS. It’s amazing how that Global event 
just keeps giving and giving! We’ve had a guest 
just about every week since then! And new mem-
bers! We are thrilled to welcome the illustrious 
Lou Burgess-Schroff and the diminutive Alyssa 
Margolin to our lead section!

v
We now boast 3 quartets – HAPPY HOUR, who 

is competing this weekend (YOU GO GIRLS!), 
LIMITED EDITION (section leaders – lovely sing-
ers in their own right), and HOT FLASH, whom 
you’ll see at Novice in August. We are so darn 
proud of ourselves! Hey, I know! Let’s have a pot 
luck feast!  It’s what we do best.

Since the last News@11, we’ve been busy, 
busy, busy. The holiday season was replete with 
singouts, singing telegrams and parties. We ap-
peared on NBC backing up Fritz Coleman during 
the lighting of the Toluca Lake Christmas tree! 

RIVEROAKS Grand Dame, Jean Lewis, is 
temporarily out of commission, and we miss her 
so much. 

Our January retreat was a blast! We had Dave 
Tautkus for sound, and Karen Laderman for 
choreo, and El Pollo Loco for dinner! 

We have a feeling that 2012 is going to be a 
great year for RIVEROAKS! – Katy Theodore

v

We are so excited to be singing in our fi rst regional contest! We appreci-
ate all the encouragement and support from our regional sister choruses, 
SOUTH VALLEY SOUND and ANTELOPE VALLEY SHOWCASE, who 
invited us to sing on their shows over the past months. 

Special thanks to our fi rst coach, Monica Tautkus, who is AHHsome! 
And we have learned so much over the past 15 months from our direc-
tor, Jolene Forzetting, the classes at Summer and Fall seminars and 
coaching! 

We held our Global open house on Jan 24 and combined it with our 
1-year birthday party! Six prospective members attended as well as over 
30 friends and family that came to celebrate with us! SWEET!   

In February we held our fi rst ever Valentines fundraiser, which was 
a great success! After contest we are looking forward to fi nishing our 
chartering process, holding our fi rst Team election and performing in the 
community more! Wishing good luck to all the competitors! 

AGOURA HILLS HARMONY 
(AHH!) has had some wonderful 
events this past season.

Our holiday show, “Believe”, 
was a sell-out! Thanks to per-
formances by READY, WILLING 
AND MABEL, and CACHET and 
OMG!! quartets, our chorus’s production, based on the Polar Express, was 
fun for all ages, visually, and musically. Everyone was ON BOARD!!!

We are so proud 
of our quartet, 
GLITTER, who be-
came YWIH champs 
and will represent 
Region 11 in Denver 
this Fall at the 
Rising Star Contest. 
Congratulations, 
Megan, Beth, Kate 
and Kate! Invite 
GLITTER to sing on your chorus show and share the joy of YWIH in your own 
community!

AHH! had an extremely successful Open House for this year’s Global 
Expansion. We had 17 guests, and thanks to Linda Parkinson’s diligence 
and dedication, we are proud to be growing steadily in numbers and in spirit.

Our January retreat gave us the greatest experiences in learning and 
developing our contest songs. We had 2 world-renowned coaches: 
Shirley Kout, prominent Sound judge/coach, and Lynne Smith, fi rst-class 
Showmanship coach. Both of these amazing women gave us our opportuni-
ties and we learned so much from them. We thank you for your hard work 
and devotion to AHH!

We wish our competing quartets, CACHET and OMG!!, the most pleasant 
performances on stage. Good luck to all our sisters in Region 11!  And we’ll 
be super proud to congratulate AHH! charter member, Betty Ford, as she is 
recognized for her 50 years in Sweet Adelines! – Tricia Horton

Harmony Showcase Chorus is now

Antelope Val ley Showcase Chorus!
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Lancaster, CA
Chorus
News

Long Beach, CA

This quarter, we’ve performed at luncheons for the Soroptomists Club 
and the Philanthropic Educational Organization. We sang on the Gaslight 
Chorus’ holiday show and were privileged to honor Roger Rhyne (hus-
band of Valerie) at his memorial service. Not to mention a couple of fund-
raisers with Singing Telegrams and a Holiday Greenery sale.

At Fall Festival, JUST THE BASSICS double quartet took barbershop 
harmony to new heights! The eight singers shuffl ed around the stage and 
switched vocal parts. Each member ultimately sang a portion in lead, 
baritone, bass and tenor! The judges were impressed (and confused) and 
we gained a new appreciation for our riser buddies.  

Kathy Scheel joined us for a weekend of coaching. Her unique abil-
ity in “staging vs. choreo” brought a very different perspective. Another 
membership drive and our Seasonal Singers (and the GASLIGHT MEN’S 
CHORUS) joined us in our holiday show entitled, ’Tis the Seasons. 

The show theme was surreal, as we discovered it was the end of a 
season for our chorus, too. Our beloved Master Director, Linda Kelly, 
announced she was resigning. The show became a farewell celebration 
to thank Linda for her years as our director.    

We are grateful to Barbara Hennessy and Kimberley Baker, our 
Assistant Directors, who are leading us during the Director Search 
process (which is well under way!) New members on the risers: Louise 
Beebe, Lorna Katz, Sue Miles and Connie Broadway. 

Lou Schroff, the lead in the wonderful HAPPY HOUR Quartet is repre-
senting us on the contest stage, and two of our members will be serving 
on the Region 11 Management Team! Congratulations to Lillian Zellmer 
(Marketing) and Lou Burgess-Schroff (Membership).  

 The future looks bright for the Beach Girls! – Lillian Zellmer

Another competition is upon us with all its frantic 
activity ... rehearsals, costume fi titngs, shoe com-
plaints, coaching, etc., etc., etc.  Don’t we love it 
all, though!

We have offi cially become the ANTELOPE 
VALLEY SHOWCASE CHORUS (formerly the 
Harmony Showcase Chorus). We have a new 
logo and a new motto – ”One Voice, One Heart”.

As have you all, we have been working very 
hard on our special craft, after a busy Christmas 
season. Immediately following the beginning of 
the New Year, we held a very successful Open 
House, which has resulted in several new, enthu-
siastic prospective members. 

The Open House was followed very quickly 
by our annual retreat in lovely Tehachapi. Our 
coaches, Judy Ashmore and Patty Cobb Baker 
worked us hard and, with the dedicated and very 
patient work of Kira Wagner, our director, it has 
resulted in a renewed vigor in our rehearsals and 
outside work. Judy returned later in the month to 
check on our progress and to give a few more tips 
for success.

 We welcome 2 fi rst timers to our risers this year – 
Girlene May (bass) and Karen Christensen (lead).
They are both assets to our chorus, no doubt.

Prospective SINGING SANDS, under the 
direction of Jolene Forzetting, joined us for our 
Friends and Family Night to gain some experience 
on risers, and, of course, for making new friends.  
It was a great night of fun for all.

The luck of the Irish to all this year’s contes-
tants, with a special salute to prospective Singing 
Sands, who will be gracing our stage again after 
many years. Welcome back! – Ann Layton

Aarrgh! The KERN VALLEY
Pirates...we mean...Chorus...
wants to wish the choruses and 
quartets (especially SIERRA 
SOUND!) competing in this 
year’s contest a bonny voyage! Our ship however 
will not be sailing this year. We are preparing for 
a new exciting adventure! We might even join the 
circus! Find out what KERN VALLEY has under the 
big top May 19 at our spring show! 

While we are getting ready 
for our next act, we were cook-
ing and selling our hot pas-
trami sandwiches in February in 
Kernville at Whiskey Flat Days! 
Folks love coming out every year 
and enjoying a warm, yummy 
sandwich served by their favor-
ite Sweet Adeline while watch-

ing the parade and the ring stock and the zanies 
march by. That reminds us...we have to go water 
our elephants!

Good luck, everyone!! – Debby Fieber

Kern Valley, CA

Save the Date...

“PASTAbilities”
Dinner / Show /Fundraiser 
to benefit Denver-bound

SANTA MONICA CHORUS
Saturday, June 9

6:00p
Location TBD Watch the R11NG for details f rom show 

sponsor, Agoura Hills Harmony Chorus
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Chorus
News

Las Vegas, NV

Torrance, CA

Lompoc, CA

TRI CITY SOUND dedicates this article to our 
beloved Barbara Westbrook whom we lost in 
January. She sang bass for many years with 
our chorus. Barbara had the music in her from 
a young age, including reigning as a Jitterbug 
Queen, Choir Singer, Graduation Soloist, “Girl” 
Singer in a Jazz Band, High School Cheerleader, 
College Chorus Performer and Theater Group 
Singer. Barbara and the love of her life, Al, were 
married almost 70 years when she died unexpect-
edly. We will miss her ever brilliant smiling eyes 
and sweet sweet love of life which she shared 
generously with all who knew her.

In January, TRI CITY SOUND, PACIFIC HORIZON 
and CELEBRATION CHORUS participated together 
in a Global Membership Event. Guests were treated to singing lessons given 
by Directors Barbara Nigh, Kim Patrick-Miernicki and Dani Prigge.

In February, TRI CITY SOUND performed Singing Valentines in Lompoc 
and Santa Maria. Also in February, we participated in a Youth Music 
Festival. Our members along with our local men’s chorus (CENTRAL CITY 
CHORDSMEN) provided coaching and vocal training to local high school 
singers. At the end of the day, the teens performed the songs they learned 
for friends and family.

Now here in March...many of our dual members (TRI CITY SOUND and 
PACIFIC HORIZON CHORUSES) have been practicing tirelessly for com-
petition, traversing the California Central Coast for rehearsals. We have 
been blessed to have coaching from Mary Ashford, Judy Ashmore and 
Bobbette Gantz. 

From our chorus to yours, best wishes for a great competition weekend.
 – Lyndell Penney

Did you hear the latest news? CELEBRITY CITY 
CHORUS has found a perfect match! After working 
with 5 very talented director contestants and feel-
ing privileged to have such a versatile selection, 
the right match was made!  

We welcome 
Cathie Sturm, our 
new director and 
latest “Celebrity” to 
fabulous Las Vegas! 
She brings with her 
a music degree, 
teaching experience, 
and a history 
of International 
medals – placing 
5th and 2nd with 
Minnesota’s CITY 
OF LAKES CHO-
RUS. She was also 
an Assistant Director with the 2010 International 
Champion Chorus, SCOTTSDALE.

Cathie brings love and passion to the art of 
barbershop. Hearing the ringing chords of her 
parents, barbershop has been in her blood and 
has become a way of life!

To celebrate the holidays, our 3 assistant 
directors, Patti Goin, Rose Hettinga, and Leah 
Rippetoe shared in leading our Christmas show.
Our Valentine’s grams and e-grams, performed by 
our chorus quartets, warmed the hearts of couples 
and friends, igniting love and friendship. 

After only 2 chorus rehearsals together, we had 
an exhilarating retreat weekend with our clever 
new director and renown coach, Peggy Gram.  
They worked well together and pulled new tricks 
out of their teaching bag. 

In February, we enjoyed a “Get Acquainted” time 
with our newest “Celebrity” at our Afternoon Tea 
Social. Past, present, and future chorus members, 
along with family and friends joined in. Laughter 
and memorable moments were created leaving a 
buzz in the air. We hope you too feel the “buzz”  
while we entertain you on our regional stage. 

2012 is our golden anniversary, and we are 
celebrating 50 years of barbershop in Las Vegas!  
We have some wonderful plans in the works that 
we hope will capture the character of CELEBRITY 
CITY and “Lady Luck’s” history! – Carole McSimov

We are very proud of our 
double quartets, You Bet and 
The Copas, who won Second 
Place in last November’s Double 
Quartet Contest.

Member Joani Thompson was 
featured in last month’s National 
Education Association’s retired teachers’ magazine. She described the joys 
of our hobby and how singing reduces stress and is so good for your health. 
Check out the link: http://www.nea.org/home/50623htm.

The chorus performed recently at the Daily Breeze-sponsored annual 
Women’s Expo at the Torrance Marriott, spreading the good news about bar-
bershop singing and promoting our happy, healthy chorus. Afterwards, some 
of us were treated to facials, massages – and lots of bling! Not a bad way to 
spend a Saturday afternoon!

We discovered an easy and fun fundraiser in early February, dining at the 
local Comedy and Magic Club, enjoying the entertainment – and raising 
$1,000 for the evening! 

With us on the risers this weekend are new members Hermina Vink, 
Kathy Courtney, Lorna Dantuma, and Robin Novick. Ladies, we’re so 
glad you’re “Four of Us”!

Save the date, Thursday, May 17, at 7:30 pm for our 2nd annual Revue, 
“As Long as We’re Singing – Night and Day,” at the James Armstrong 
Theatre in Torrance. The show will feature, along with the chorus and chorus 
quartets, READY WILLING & MABEL, and a special appearance by 139TH 
STREET QUARTET. Tickets are available online: www.lasouthtowns.org, or 
phone: 310-539-9123, or e-mail: showtickets@att.net. – Gini Gluck

http://www.nea.org/home/50623htm
http://www.lasouthtowns.org
mailto:showtickets@att.net
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Call For Submissions
Has your chorus successfully addressed issues such as schedule

flexibility, childcare, and adapting to the needs of younger members?
Send us an article describing the challenges and successes of your cho-
rus’ programs. We would also like to know the types of social media
your chorus uses to attract new members? How do you interact and
engage current and potential members through social media? Does your
social media interaction attract younger members? We want to hear
from you. Send your submissions, suggestions and ideas to Joey
Mechelle Stenner at joey@sweetadelineintl.org.

Did You Know?
You can view the digital version of The Pitch Pipe on most mobile

devices, smart phones and some e-readers. Also, single printed copies of
the October and April issues are available complimentary through
International Sales, just pay shipping. Please note, the October and
April issues are no longer mailed to the entire membership — only to
subscribers and members who pay shipping and handling. However, the
October and April issues are available digitally along with the rest of the
issues. You can find all the digital issues in the Members Only area of
the website.

Members Only
Visit the Members Only area of the website to change your contact

information (mailing address, phone number and email address), utilize
the tools in the marketing center and education center, view chapter
reports, pay dues and so much more.

Goodbye MENC, Hello NAfME
As of August 15, 2011, MENC, formerly called the Music

Educators National Conference, officially changed its name to NAfME
— National Association for Music Education. They have been using
MENC — National Association for Music Education for some time
now but are currently transitioning to the new acronym, NAfME. The
transition to the new name/acronym was complete as of September 30,
2011. If you have an email address for MENC staff members in your
personal contact lists, they’re replacing them with the new URL of
nafme.org (instead of menc.org). Email sent to addresses at menc.org
will not be delivered after September 30, 2011.

Watch For Our New Look
The Pitch Pipe and The Pitch Pipe Lite will be redesigned begin-

ning with the January 2012 issue. The fresh, new, updated design is cur-
rently in production.

Notice to All Quartets
New quartet registrations must be received by Jan. 15 to avoid

additional fees. Starting Jan. 16-March 31, 2012, the quartet regis-
tration fee will be $80 plus a $50 processing fee.

World Choir Games Extends Deadline
INTERKULTUR, the Germany-based owner and producer of

the World Choir Games, has extended the registration deadline for
the 7th World Choir Games to Jan. 15, 2012, giving choirs more
than another month to send in the necessary paperwork for partici-
pation in the event, which will take place July 4-14, 2012, in
Cincinnati, Ohio. There are special bonuses for registrations sub-
mitted before Dec. 31, 2011. For more information about participa-
tion conditions and registration documents, go here. The Games
will be in the United States for the first time. It has previously been
held in Austria, China, Germany and Kore.a

Have You Had
Your AHA 

Moment Yet?

IInvest in yourself and expand your musical
potential by attending the new Sweet
Adelines International A Cappella Harmony
Academy in 2012.

Discover your AHA moments in a variety of
tracks ranging from vocal skills, visual skills,
leadership skills, performance skills and so
much more. A literal virtuoso of well-known
faculty will be on hand to enlighten, moti-
vate and inspire you.

Keep an eye out for more information in
The Pitch Pipe, on the Web, Facebook and
Twitter.

July 19-22, 2012
Chapman University • Orange, Calif.

Registration 
Opens Jan. 3! 

Santa Monica, CA
Chorus
News

Bishop, CA

“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” is the theme we have chosen, as your 
host chapter, to commemorate Regional Competition 2012. We chose it for 
you because it describes our Region 11 spirit. 

In addition, it is our SANTA MONICA CHORUS theme song as we work 
toward International Competition in Denver this fall. We are proud to repre-
sent you, fantastic Region 11! Helping us on our journey so far have been 
coaches Judy (ears of a bat) Ashmore, Doreen (believability) Philbin and 
at our annual weekend retreat in Malibu, Carole (that’s a whole new level) 
Kirkpatrick.  

We’ll be performing our new package at Summer Sizzler on the Winners’ 
Circle Show. If you liked our Greek and Gypsy packages, you’re gonna love 
this one!

Our chorus has a lot to celebrate. Our double quartet, THE COUGARS, won 
1st place at Fall Festival singing their rendition of “Blue Skies”, ie. “Cute Guys”. 

And this year marks our beloved Master Director Laura Pallas’ 25th year 
directing our chorus. Every Tuesday night rehearsal reminds us of how 
lucky we are! We are also thrilled to add 3 new singers to our fold: Timari 
Thorstenson, Jennifer Febre and Laurie Kittredge.  

Our holiday celebrations included our chorus party at the Del Rey Yacht 
Club and performing for the Manhattan Beach International Rotary Club

Good luck to all competing choruses and quartets. To our own quartets 
CACHET, OOH LA LA and INVITATION, we repeat, “Ain’t No Mountain High 
Enough”! – Patti Nugent

Our Holiday Christmas Chorus was a success as usual. We had several 
ladies join us to add Christmas cheer to our annual merchants “Street of 
Lights”. We started with the Chamber of Commerce tree lighting and contin-
ued caroling downtown. We were also invited to sing for the tree lighting in 
Big Pine. BUHS invited us to sing at their Christmas show and it is great to 
see our future singers with so much talent. It’s always so much fun.  

In these past months, we have had coaching from KMPR quartet, Erin Lunn, 
and Chris Robertson. It’s so good to have other ears and eyes help us im-
prove. Chris is from Region 21 and she jumped right in to coach our retreat 
after Pat LeVezu fell off a ladder, and broke her arm and leg. We wish Pat a 
speedy recovery.She jokingly told us they took her ladder away! We always 
look forward to retreat and this year was no exception.  

We sang for a motorhome rally and at Sterling Heights assisted living. We 
been busy honing our skills for contest, but also working towards a show in April. 
Membership is an ongoing endeavor and we have two ladies learning our 
songs for audition. They both have wonderful voices to blend with ours. We 
wish everyone a memorable experience on stage. – Reta Zollars

Bakersfi eld, CA

We can’t believe 2012 Contest 
is here! Although SOUTH VALLEY 
SOUND is sitting out of the 
contest this year, we will be in
the audience cheering for all the 
competitors! We’ve been on the hunt for a new director during the past few 
months with Katie Whyte and Jolene Forzetting serving as interim co-
directors. We are still looking for a permanent director and have been 
auditioning candidates. We had a great time with our annual singing Valen-
tines fundraiser in February and going forward we are looking forward to a 
new year, with new faces, challenges and harmony! We wish good luck to all 
the competing quartets and choruses!
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Chorus
NewsFresno, CA

Camarillo, CA

Merced, CA

Harmony
Valley

VOICES UNITED CHORUS is looking forward to an exciting contest week-
end. Best of luck to all our Region 11 sister choruses. We feel honored to 
sing with you!  

We are proud be taking the stage with 8 new members who did not sing 
with us at contest last year: Aja Gill-Dyangko, Naila Taylor, Adrienne 
Cluff, Joannie Starr, Beatrice Olsen, Brenda Holman, Marilyn Haines, and 
Jeanne Cathaway. Welcome to our family!  

It’s been an eventful year for VU. We had a full house for our Christmas 
show where we joined forces with the men’s GOLD NOTE CHORUS. Then 
in February we had what has become our annual “Wine, Women & Song” 
dinner show and silent auction. We were able to raise money for the chorus 
while doing what we love to do best. 

Of course, we couldn’t do any of this without the leadership of our fabulous 
director. We are so grateful to be lead by the indefatigable and inspiring Dede 
Nibler. Thank you for being the best director a chorus could ever have. 

We have also had some great coaches work with us this year. Thank you 
Shirley Kout and Ron Black for all of your wisdom and support.  

Lastly, we’d like to send our best wishes to our competing quartets, SWIRL 
and CAPRICE. Have a great time on stage... and don’t forget to “giggle”.  
Okay Region 11...let’s ROCK Bakersfi eld! – Susan Sanders

Welcome to Region 11’s Newest Directors!

Cathy Sturm
CELEBRITY CITY

Greetings from Merced!
We will be 47 years old in May 

and we are determined to make 
it to “50 years” in spite of the 
current economic woes that 
we all face.

Unfortunately Adam Kitt had
to resign as our director due to the stress of driving from Fresno to Merced, 
especially in the fog. He helped us a lot in the short time we had him. 
Belinda Burnett has become our frontline director .

Even though times are tough, we still remain an active force in our com-
munity with performances and projects.

Our Open House on March 6 – inviting all area women singers to come 
and check us out – was a fun night!

We will be in Bakersfi eld for convention, singing for evaluation only! 
– Nancy Weidenmiler

Jackie Fernandez, former CHANNELAIRE mem-
ber and now member of SCOTTSDALE CHORUS, 
shared with us a new process for qualifying songs 
for performance. This is enabling us to accom-
plish qualifi cation with much less stress. 

Our quartets spent Valentine’s Day delivering 
Singing Valentines, enjoying the process and the 
appreciation of the recipients.

We feel so fortunate to have had the experience 
of great coaching sessions with Diane Porsch 
and a wonderful 2-day offsite retreat with Alan 
Gordon. Our retreat was so much fun as we 
sang, learned and spent an exceptionally good 
time with each other.

We are so proud and happy to give huge con-
gratulations to SAI’s brand new Certifi ed Music 
Arranger (CMA), Joanie Adler. This is a major 
accomplishment! Way to go, Joanie!

Also we wish Tammy Ragsdale lots of success 
in her new role as the director of VERDUGO HILLS 
SHOWTIME CHORUS.

The CHANNELAIRE-sponsored Community 
Chorus continues to grow, meeting every other 
Thursday afternoon in Camarillo. We will be 
sponsoring a 6-week workshop on barbershop 
harmony through the Ventura community activity 
center next summer.

CHANNELAIRE sends good luck wishes to all 
the competing quartets and choruses. And special 
good wishes to NOVA and OMG!! – Ellen Allen

Tammy Ragsdale
VERDUGO HILLS

Eric Dyer
SOUTH VALLEY

SOUND

Chris Robertson & Patty Cobb Baker
GOLDEN SANDS
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Swirl
Elaine Casperson
Nilene Thompson-Finn
Naila Taylor
Wendy O’Connor

Quartet
News

KMPR
Karen Betancourt
Dani Prigge
Debby Reimer
Diane McGrath

Nova
Tammy Ragsdale
Carol Dirner
Diane Rothberg
Joan D’Agostino

Hot Topic
Penny Parisi

Patti Loitz
Judy Moore

Ellen Totleben

HOT TOPIC is thrilled to be making our debut 
featuring our new bass, Ellen Totleben, at this 
Spring Regional Contest! The jitters and adjust-
ments have been minor compared to the thrill we 
are feeling from our new sound. We look forward 
to each rehearsal, ready to practice what we are 
continuing to learn from our great teachers.  

Chris Robertson, from Region 21, has been 
a joy to work with and Marilyn Conlan from 
VERDUGO HILLS is always ready with a smile 
and words of “queenly” wisdom for us. We may 
have only just begun in our new formation, but 
we’re fl ying high and anxious to share our songs 
with Region 11.

We were very busy in December, as are most 
Sweet Adelines, with VERDUGO HILLS per-
formances and quartet gigs for women’s and 
church groups. Penny and Ellen even managed 
to squeeze in 20 gigs with their Dickens Caroling 
Group!  Let’s have a ball!!!

Can  you believe anoth-
er year has fl own by, and 
we are here for contest 
weekend again? KMPR 
has had another terrifi c 
few months, full of singing, 
laughing, traveling and 
enjoying life. In December 
we had several oppor-
tunities to perform for groups, and also sang on CELEBRATION CHORUS’ 
Toyland show dressed as nutcrackers.

Since the holidays, we’ve been rehearsing, performing, and of course 
coaching. Dave Prigge, Dani’s wonderful husband and our all-around 
coach, has helped keep us focused during rehearsals.Coaching with Patty 
and Jeff Baker has been a delight as well.

If you happen to be in the Bishop vicinity on April 28, we will be guests on 
HIGH SIERRA’s show! It’s been 
awhile since they’ve had a show, 
and we are tickled pink to be 
joining them.

We’d like to send a special 
shout out to our other compet-
ing quartet from CELEBRATION 
CHORUS...BLUSH! You go, girls!! 
We also wish every competitor the 
best contest experience she can 
have as she crosses the stage 
this weekend. Enjoy the spotlight.

NOVA can hardly believe how quickly the year 
has passed and how we still marvel at our 4th 
place at last year’s contest. We enjoyed wearing 
those yellow ribbons and still believe that they 
“go” with everything we wear.

Real life and family stuff have made this year 
incredibly busy for all of us. Births, deaths, work 
and retirement have been high on our lists. 
However, 2 of our members have been very busy 
in the world of SAI.

Our bass, Joan, has been busily arranging 
music as part of IMAP. CHANNELAIRE is even 
singing one of her new arrangements for their 
contest ballad. Our tenor, Tammy, is now direct-
ing the VERDUGO HILLS SHOWTIME CHORUS. 
We are so proud, and delighted for her and her 
accomplishments. Carol & Diane are just trying to 
keep up with those two.

NOVA would like to thank our choruses, 
CHANNELAIRE and VHSC, for all their love and 
support, and the wonderful coaches who brought 
us to where we are this year: Bobbette Gantz, 
Judy Ashmore, Laura Pallas, Lynne Smith, and 
Diane Porsch.

Best wishes to all competitors. Have a blast!

We are excited 
to be competing in 
Region 11 this week-
end for the fi rst time!  

Our Lead, Nilene 
Thompson-Finn, 
hails from Liver-
more, and sings with 
SONG OF SONOMA 
(Region 12) in Santa Rosa. She keeps busy with an Interior Designer 
business, in between driving to Fresno once a week for quartet, and San 
Diego and Manteca for vocal lessons. 

Our baritone, Naila Taylor, is new to Sweet Adelines, but not to 
performing. She has been in numerous shows at Roger Rocka’s din-
ner theater in Fresno. She sings with VOICES UNITED and is currently 
on the choreography team. She recently fi nished her degree in Human 
Resources and hopes to fi nd a job soon. 

Our Tenor, Elaine Casperson, has retired this year from teaching 
Kindergarten, but has kept busy with helping out in her husband’s spe-
cialty wine and liquor store, “Old Docs”, and is the tenor section leader 
for VU. Wendy O’Connor, our bass, has also kept herself busy taking on 
the job of interim Team Coordinator and Finance Coordinator for VU.

We’d like to thank our coaches, Shirley Kout, Ron Black, and Kim 
Hulbert Vaughn, for their help in our new quartet journey. We’d also like 
to thank our husbands, Norm, Tom and especially Don for giving up his 
house every week so we can rehearse, and our choruses for all their 
support. Good luck to all of our competitors this weekend!!
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OMG!!
Debbie Curtis
Lee Hays
Monica Tautkus
Diane Luster

Busy is too small a word for our lives! Despite 
calendar challenges, OMG!! rehearsed regularly 
for the past year. We’re looking forward to singing 
for the best audience in the world – Region 11.

Monica and Debbie continue to work hard for 
the region. We’re especially proud of Monica, our 
new Region 11 Education Coordinator! Watch for 
exciting new programs coming to you soon!

Monica, Debbie and Lee continue to sing with 
HARBORLITES, and are preparing for competition 
in Denver. Yep, more calendar challenges!

Diane’s life is full of laughter and grandchildren. 
Her 4 grandkids sang on AHH’s show in December, 
and were adorable! OMG!! loved singing, too!

On Valentine’s Day, we delivered 18 Singing 
Valentines during the 
day, and then sang at 
a local restaurant for 
3 hours in the evening! 
What a wonderful day 
it was! We even had a 
chance to enjoy a few 
minutes on the beach 
during the beautiful sunny day!

We’ve had several coaching sessions with 
Shirley Kout and Lynne Smith! And thanks to 
AHH!, CHANNELAIRE and VERDUGO HILLS for 
the “rug time” opportunities prior to competition.

We represent 2 regions, so we wish good luck 
to our choruses and chapter quartets from AHH!, 
CHANNELAIRE, and HARBORLITES! We’re excited 
to cheer you on in both Region 11 and Region 21!

OMG!!OMG!!

Quartet
News

KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS... 

• R11NG (REGION 11 E-GROUP)........................ R11NG-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
• SING (SWEET ADELINE E-GROUP)................... sweetadelinesint-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To become a member of either e-group, send an email to the address listed. Please 
include your name and chorus in the body of the email! All emails are moderated to 
vir tually eliminate spam messages.

R11NG

SING

Caprice
Adrienne Cluff
Kaitlyn Phillips
Dede Nibler
Susan Sanders

GloryGals
Colleen McCormick
Dyanna Denari
Vicky Tomasino
Cheryl Rodrigues

We’ve been preparing for contest, but we had a little fun along the way, 
too. Vicky spent Christmas in Italy visiting relatives and sightseeing. Dyanna 
spent 2 weeks in New Mexico with her daughter and family. Cheryl is in 
charge of the tournament for her Ladies’ Golf Club along with her duties 
as VP of CCC. Colleen is busy at the 
Venetian, and is also planning a birthday 
cruise in May ... she’s hitting the big one! 

While in Houston last fall, we enter-
tained at Colleen’s family reunion. We also 
had the privilege to perform on the men’s 
barbershop Christmas show as well as 
our own show. We strolled and enter-
tained at the Opportunity Village Magical 
Forest as well as Ethel M’s cactus garden. 

We have had some fantastic coaching this year, and we’d like to thank all 
the people who have helped us improve: Patty Cobb Baker, Ami Roberson 
and Warren Hettinga. Thanks you wonderful people! We’d also like to thank 
Patti Goin for working with us to smooth out our contest package. 

Here’s to all the choruses and quartets who cross the stage this year. May 
your experience on stage be calm, relaxing, and fun!

CAPRICE is excited to return 
to the contest stage. It’s been a 
challenging year for us. There’s 
been great tragedy, but also 
great joy. Our lead, Kaitlyn, 
is expecting her 2nd child, so 
we’ll be 4-1/2 on stage.

 We’re also welcoming a 
new addition to the quartet. 
Adreinne Cluff is our new tenor. Cathy Lee will no longer be able to sing 
with us, but she will be with us in spirit as we take the stage. 

Thank you to all of the wonderful women of Region 11 who reached out to 
Cathy and Kaitlyn with support during their grief. Your sympathy and love is 
very much appreciated.  

Thank you also to our fabulous coaches: Shirley Kout and Ron Black; 
we hope to make you proud. And a great big THANK YOU  to our chorus, 
VOICES UNITED, for being our family. We love you. Best wishes to all of the 
competing quartets. Let’s leave it all on the stage! 

mailto:R11NG-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:sweetadelinesint-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Cheers!
Barbara Gregg
Viena Zeitler
Erin Zeitler
Amanda De Lucia

Cachet
Sally McLeish
Shawnna Bilyeu
Tove Hoch
Jeannie Vercillo

Cheers!Cheers!Cheers!

Quartet
News

Ooh La La
Barbara Adams
Linda Schrab
Jonni Wood
Judy Herr

High-Tide
Joyce Spillane
Katherine Mitchell
Maureen Coleman
Lillian Zellmer

OOH LA LA would like our 
new lead, Lavish Linda La La to 
introduce herself:

“What a wild ride it has been 
since I dropped into the Lead 
spot in OOH LA LA! I joined 
as a fl ip fl op-wearing San 
Clemente beach girl, and now 
fi nd myself being transformed 
into a 4” platform heel-wearing La La. I was told from Day One that if I was 
going to be a La La, I MUST wear La La shoes, so I have been faithfully 
wearing my high heels while working around the house, desperately trying 
to build up my ankle and calf muscles by March 16 – my husband is loving 
it! There has been lots of singing, great coaching, and loads of fun from the 
moment I entered the “La La Lounge.”  

We started performing just two short weeks after Linda joined the La 
La’s – we sang at her New Year’s Day party, had a great time harmonizing 
together at Laura Pallas’ birthday party and logged in more rug time at the 
fabulous VERDUGO HILLS CHORUS Divas & Desserts event.  

Many thanks to our extraordinary coaches: Laura Pallas, Jeff Baker and 
Carole Kirkpatrick, and good luck to all our sisters who are competing 
alongside OOH LA LA. We are looking forward to singing for you!

Well it’s true – there ain’t no mountain high 
enough to keep us from you. CACHET is so ex-
cited to be back with all of you for another contest 
weekend.

After several holiday performances, it was back 
to the coaching circuit with our dynamic team of 
Judy Ashmore, Laura Pallas, Shirley Kout and 
Lynne Smith. We are so fortunate to have them 
all working with us. We love to set goals and 
reach them, but we also love our bonds of friend-
ship and the journey together. Once again we 
have a couple of new songs we’re looking forward 
to sharing with you especially at the afterglow on 
Saturday night.

We want to wish all the competing choruses 
and quartets the best of luck on the contest 
stage this weekend especially our own chorus’s 
quartets: OMG!!, OOH LA LA, INVITATION, and 
HOT TOPIC. Also, thank you to SANTA MONICA 
CHORUS for being the hostess chorus for the 
entire contest weekend!

We started this season with a patriotic tribute 
at the annual Veteran’s Day celebration at Mark 
Twain Elementary School. Once again, we were 
pictured in the local newspaper! Thanks to Joann 
Adams for fi lling in on the baritone part!

We performed in the GOLDEN SANDS show, 
and again at the afterglow party … a fond farewell 
to our chorus director, Linda Kelly.

Our local councilwoman invited us to sing at the 
“Wreaths Across America” Ceremony at Rosie the 
Riveter Park in Long Beach. In this National tribute, 
memorial wreaths are presented by active military 
offi cers from various branches of service. The air 
was emotionally charged as we sang, “I’ll Be Home 
for Christmas” to the families of local fallen heroes.

At the Farmer’s Market, we were approached by 
the weekly Karaoke performer who invited us to 
use his amplifi cation so everyone could hear us. 
He had a large CD collection and insisted we use 
his background music.We fi nally convinced him 
to let us sing acapella. The look on his face was 
priceless as the overtones rang out!

We’ve decided to forgo the contest this year, but 
look for HIGH-TIDE in the hallways and hospitality 
suites as we join in on the Quartet Parade!

CHEERS! has been busy 
in this last run up to 2012’s 
Regional contest. We 
were overwhelmed by the 
Region 11 reception after 
International. Your love 
and support continues 
to carry us through this 
champion year.

We met in Arroyo Grande to sing at “A Cappella - a Sweet! Choice.” Such 
a wonderful opportunity, logistically, for us to sing together. We also spread 
some holiday cheer at the Keller-Williams annual post holiday “holiday” 
party in Paso Robles that same evening...thank you, Lisa! It was a black-tie 
affair and we welcomed the 
chance to dress according-
ly. We spent the following 
day wine tasting in Paso, 
after rehearsal of course, 
spreading barbershop and 
our business cards to a 
new audience.

Darlene Rodgers was 
the faculty at Region 12’s 
educational weekend in 
January. We took the opportunity to sit in on all the classes we had missed 
from Region 11’s visit by Darlene when we were preparing for International. 
What a treat to absorb all her priceless knowledge of the voice – wow!

We have been coaching non-stop since Fall Festival – a shout-out to our 
coaches, Judy Ashmore and Julie Starr. Your confi dence and words of 
wisdom mean the world to us!

Lastly, we are looking forward to hosting Thursday night’s Winners’ Circle 
Quartet Reception where we can extend our well wishes in person to each 
competing quartet. Ain’t no mountain high enough...go get ‘em, ladies!!
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