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Region 11 congratulates
        our 2010 Champions!



One of the most talent and beloved “couples” in Sweet Adelines, 
Jim Arns and Renée Porzel will share the secrets of their success. 
This dynamic duo – Master Director and Choreographer/Associate  
Director – has led the Melodeers Chorus to FIVE International 
Chorus Championships, including the distinction of being the first 
chorus to achieve 3000+ points at an International competition.

• Join our hostess chorus, Kern Valley, for a rousing-good time during our weekend 
on “the High C’s”!

• Watch the R11NG for the list of great classes planned for Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday morning!

• Ready to double quartet? Grab 7 of your singing buddies and enter the Novice 
Double Quartet Contest on Friday night. You only need to perform one song – and 
your chorus could earn some money! The top 3 choruses with the highest percent 
of performers in the double quartet contest will receive a check from the Region at 
our Sunday morning wrap-up.

• See the videos of our International competitors in Seattle and celebrate their 
performances at our annual celebration dinner on Saturday, November 13. This 
year, we have a special plan – but, shhh ... it’s a secret! We'll tell you more once we 
swear you to secrecy. And if you let the secret out, you'll be walkin' the plank!

Start planning now to join us at the newly-renovated Marriott-Convention Center 
(the hotel connected to the Rabobank Convention Center). The rooms are remodeled, 
the food at the restaurant is awesome, the bar/lobby area will also be serving from the 
restaurant menu to handle any over-flow, and the ballroom is a great place for the  
special classes we have planned – and for our dinner! It’s going to be spectacular!
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Agoura Hills Harmony
Agoura Hills, CA

Celebrity City
Las Vegas, NV

Central Coast Celebration
San Luis Obispo, CA

ChannelAire
Ventura, CA

Golden Sands
Long Beach, CA

Harmony Showcase
Lancaster, CA

Harmony Valley
Merced, CA

High Sierra
Bishop, CA

Kern Valley
Lake Isabella, CA

L.A. South Towns Show
Torrance, CA

Pacific Horizon
San Luis Obispo, CA

RiverOaks
Sherman Oaks, CA

Santa Monica
Santa Monica, CA

South Valley Sound
Bakersfield, CA

Southland Harmony
Downey, CA

Tri City Sound
Lompoc, CA

Verdugo Hills
Glendale, CA

Voices United
Fresno, CA

Region 11 
Choruses

You don’t 
want to miss

Fall Festival...
Renée Porzel and Jim Arns 

Melodeers Chorus

Watch for the registration and housing forms  
at the end of August. 

Fall Festival
November 11-14, 2010
Marriott-Convention Center 
(in town, next to our regional competition site)



Missed Summer Sizzler?
Buy the DVDs!
Once again, DVDs of Summer 
Sizzler classes are available for 
purchase. All classes 
taught by our faculty, 
Tori Postma, were 
filmed and  
everyone can  
purchase these  
wonderful DVDs. 

Video Order Forms are on the 
Region 11 website:  
www.sai-reg11.com 

Or e-mail Diana Riley at: 
dndriley@sbcglobal.net

Region 11
News

3

2010
Contest Scores
PLACE QUARTET SCORE

1 Sirens 629
2 Spirit 604
3 Cachet 568
4 Cheers! 550
5 Dolce 550
6 Drastic  

Measures
524

7 Top  
Flight

498

8 Nova 496
9 Riot 493
10 BOLD 467

PLACE CHORUS SCORE

1 Celebrity City 603
2 Santa Monica 593
3 Golden Sands 568
4 Voices United 550
5 Harmony 

Showcase
521

6 Agoura Hills 
Harmony

510

7 South Valley 
Sound

504

8 Kern Valley 485
9 Central Coast 

Celebration
475

10 RiverOaks 471

Just 4 KiCKs
(Santa Monica)

Melanie Keller- 
Hoffmann

Marie Stephany- 
Akbas

Carol Lord
Lora Goodpasture

2010 Novice   

    Quartet Champions

Tokyo Chorus 
               to compete in 
Region 11  in 2011!

What a remarkable opportunity we 
will have to share our Regional 
Convention weekend next March 
with the 41 members of the  
Tokyo Chorus.
 
This will be their first time ever 
competing as a Sweet Adeline  
chorus, and they asked permission  
to compete in Region 11 because 
of the special bonds many of us 
have with them!
 
By sharing the contest stage with 
our sisters from Japan, Region 11 
will truly become “International”!

http://www.sai-reg11.com
mailto:dndriley@sbcglobal.net
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Erin Lunn
Voices United

Communications 
Coordinator

Jolene Forzetting
South Valley Sound
& ChannelAire

Events 
Coordinator

Debbie Curtis
ChannelAire &

Harborlites

Marketing 
Coordinator

Marcia Bosma
Verdugo Hills 
& Harborlites

Finance
Coordinator

For the first time, you’re reading this issue of News@11 and we’re NOT on 
our way to Bakersfield... instead, we just came back from Summer Sizzler!  
It was a fantastic weekend full of engaging classes with Tori Postma, a fun 
Novice Quartet Contest, a “cool daddy” Winners’ Circle Show and more  
singing, food and fun by the pool!

Before we see each other in Bako for Fall Festival, our Seattle competitors 
will strut their stuff in October. Your RMT sends out of best wishes to  
Shimmer!, Sirens, ChannelAire and Verdugo Hills. Whether we’re there in  
person or watching on the webcam, we’ll be cheering our hearts out for you!

 We are already midway through 2010 and 
there are still so many new and exciting events 
to come in the remainder of the year. We’ll be 
holding our Fall Festival and Double Quartet 
Contest in a different location – the newly 
remodeled Marriott Hotel at the Convention 
Center where we will be hosting the phenom-
enal duo of Jim Arns and Renee Porzel. We 
are especially honored to have Renee with us as 
she is also our International President-elect! 
 Bea Knaapen, Chair of the Regional Semi-
nar Steering Committee, and all the commit-
tee members have been hard at work to make 
sure our new location is prepared and ready for 
all of our fall events.  

 Does your chorus  have a social media page,  
such as Facebook? Not only is Facebook a great  
way to connect, interact, and share comments 
and photos with your friends and family – near 
or far – it’s a terrific opportunity to promote 
chorus events (shows, fundraisers, etc.).
 Even if you don’t have all the details worked 
out right away, you can post a “Save the Date” 
notice on your page to alert people to check 
their calendars. Then post new messages over 
the weeks to help build excitement!
 With Facebook, the promotion of your 
event doesn’t end when the event is over. You 
can share photos, and thank everyone for com-
ing. Those who didn’t attend will see what they 
missed – and consider participating next time!
 If you’d like some help setting up a Facebook 
account – either for yourself, your chorus or 
your quartet – including info. about privacy 
settings and eliminating all the FB email, just 
contact me! – Debbie  curtisnotes@aol.com

 An update of our Regional Directory is 
now on our website: www.sai-reg11.com. 
Please review your information – then send 
any changes to me at lunnone@bak.rr.com.
 We had great participation for our Regional 
Annual Evaluation (99% of our choruses!) and 
your RMT compiled the input for our annual  
State of the Region report for International.  
The International organization reviews this in-
formation and then provides feedback to assist 
us in planning the future of our great Region!
 I am working with an online performance  
coordination company called, “GigMasters”.  
I field performance requests and forward them 
to the R11NG (unless the gig is area-specific, 
like Vegas). You will see general info. regarding 
the performance (location, time, etc.) – all you 
have to do is respond to me with a price and 
contact name/email for your group, and I’ll 
submit the bid on your behalf. If the customer 
likes your price, he/she will respond directly to 
you. Please let me know if you take a gig and 
how it went so we can assess the success of our 
participation. We hope it works out and that 
we can increase your chorus/quartet coffers  
doing what you like to do best – SING!! 

– Erin  lunnone@bak.rr.com

 As you might have heard from your chapter 
treasurer, it has become necessary to institute 
an increase in our regional assessment effective 
on May 1, 2011. At that time, your regional 
assessment will increase by $12 per year, to 
$42 annually. 
 Your RMT discussed various possible ways 
to deal with our increasing costs, and ultimate-
ly decided that this increase in our regional  
assessment would allow us to continue to 

provide you with the wonderful educational 
opportunities you’ve come to expect from this 
great region. We continue to be committed to 
keeping the registration cost for our seminars 
as low as possible. We hope that giving you a 
year’s notice on this increase will enable you to 
set aside the additional dollar each month. We 
thank you for your continued support of our 
regional activities.
 Again this year, we will be having a Piggy 
Bank contest for our YWIH Fund. This con-
test will be spearheaded by Dee Cardello 
(Verdugo hills). You don’t need to wait until 
the announcement about the contest to get 
started with this collection...feel free to start 
the collection right away. There are some excit-
ing plans in the works for the use of the col-
lected funds. – Marcia  marcia@mbosma.com

Pat Vincent, Chair of the Regional Conven-
tion Steering Committee, has already held the 
first planning meeting for our 2011 Conven-
tion in March. Going forward, be sure to 
watch for information and announcements 
about next year’s contest, it’s bound to be our 
best ever!    
 I’m proud to announce that Leah Rippetoe, 
after serving her first year as our Competition 
Coordinator, has been reappointed by Interna-
tional for 2011. Ccongratulations, Leah! 
 There are so many women who volunteer 
their time throughout the year to insure all of 
the members of our region have the best expe-
riences possible at all of our events. I thank all 
the members of both the steering committees, 
RSSC and RCSC, for giving of their time and 
of themselves, enabling all of us to enjoy this 
hobby we love so much!
  I look forward to seeing many of you in 
Seattle at the International Convention in 
October! – Jolene  jolenecf@gmail.com

http://www.sai-reg11.com
mailto:lunnone@bak.rr.com
mailto:lunnone@bak.rr.com
mailto:curtisnotes@aol.com
mailto:jolenecf@gmail.com
mailto:marcia@mbosma.com
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RiverOaks
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Coordinator
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Dede Nibler
Voices United

Education 
Coordinator

Mary Ashford 
South Valley Sound &
Harborlites

Directors’ 
Coordinator

Lisa Miller
Central Coast
Celebration

Membership 
Coordinator

 Summer Sizzler has passed and from all I 
have heard, Tori Postma was a breath of fresh 
air. I really wasn’t happy with missing the semi-
nar but I had wonderful ladies doing the job 
in my absence. Many thanks to Mary Ashford 
and Erin Lunn for covering for me. Many 
thanks to Regional Music Faculty members 
who taught, coached, judged and provided 
great education to our members.
 Now I want you all to get excited about 
Fall Festival – November 12-14, 2010 with 
faculty Jim Arns and Renee Porzel, a dynamic 
duo, for sure! 
 What a weekend we are planning (see the 

 You may recall my Summer Sizzler 2009 
soapbox entitled, “A Year in the Life of The 
Judges’ Manual”. Well it’s been a very produc-
tive year for the Region 11 Directors. 
 Over the course of this past year, our 
esteemed directors have experienced the entire 
cadre of judging categories. Summer 2009 we 
sizzled with Diane Porsch, Showmanship. Fall 
Festival featured Carole Kirkpatrick, Expres-
sion. May was the Directors’ Retreat with 
Sharon Babb, Sound/Music Judge, and most 
recently we sizzled with Tori Postma, Show-
manship Judge. During Sizzler, your directors  
also experienced an inspiring class taught by 
Bobbette Gantz, entitled, “Creating Positive 
Change Positively”.
 In May, 23 musical leaders (front-line  
directors, associate and assistant directors, 
and DCP gathered in Bako for the Directors’ 
Retreat entitled, “Revin’ Our Engines”. Under 
the tutelage of Sharon Babb, the attendees 
were immersed in a weekend of intensive 
musical training.
 While in Seattle, I will be attending the 
all-day worldwide RMT meeting alongside my 
fellow Directors’ Coordinators from across all 
regions. Mark your calendars now for the In-
ternational Directors’ Seminar, Judge Training 
and Arranger Workshop on July 20-24, 2011. 
Spearheaded by Dale Syverson, Expression/
Sound Judge and Marge Bailey, Music Judge. 
The location for this Armwaving, Adjudicat-
ing, Arranging Extravaganza has not been 
disclosed but I have my fingers crossed for 
Minneapolis, MN.
 Congratulations to this year’s “Reach For 
The Top” directors including Cheryl Borthick, 
Francine Stirling, Theresa Schonbach and 
Kira Wagner.
 For more information on the Director Cer-
tification Program, contact DCP Coordinator 
Patti Goin at elkhippo@embarqmail.com. 

– Mary  bary2bass@yahoo.com

 We know that you’ve supported and 
worked hard for your chorus through vari-
ous administrative and musical leadership 
positions.  How would you like to share your 
skills and knowledge at the Region level?
 This is your opportunity to apply for  
appointment/election to the Regional Man-
agement Team. Nominees will be selected to 
fill positions for the 2-year term May 1, 2011 
thru April 30, 2013.
 Be on the look-out during the next few 
months for more information coming your 
way via the R11NG in the next few months 
regarding these wonderful opportunities:

 What a crazy year! Summer Sizzler so close 
on the heels of Contest, then a long time until 
we meet again at Fall Festival! I have a great sug-
gestion to connect with your friends from other 
chapters! Why not attend other chorus shows? 
It seems that you can find at least 2 a month! 
Check it our on the Regional web site or search 
the sites of the chapters that are close to you. 
Not only is it great to support each other, but 
you’ll have a fabulous time with your friends! 

Member retention is all about strengthening 
relationships and this is an easy way to do that!
 I’m thrilled to announce that RMT members  
are now assigned as your personal liaison! If 
your Team Coordinator/President hasn’t already 
been notified, I know you will be very soon! 
All of us are excited about visiting your chorus!

Dede – Central Coast Celebration, Harmony Valley
Mary – Santa Monica, RiverOaks, Pacific Horizon
Cathy – Golden Sands, LAST
Marcia – ChannelAire, Southland Harmony
Jolene – Celebrity City, High Sierra
Debbie – AHH, Verdugo Hills
Lisa – South Valley Sound, Voices United
Erin – Kern Valley, Harmony Showcase, Tri City Sound 

– Lisa  morganrdh@aol.com

• Directors’ Coordinator  
(elected by Region 11 directors)

• Events Coordinator 
(RMT appointment)

• Finance Coordinator 
(RMT appointment)

• Marketing Coordinator  
(RMT appointment)

If you have any questions or would like ad-
ditional information, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. 

– Cathy  ctautkus@gmail.com

details on page 2 of this News@11). Think and 
dream about singing in a huge chorus with  
Jim Arns as your director/coach and Renee 
Porzel as your choreographer. We will have 
special classes for directors and choreographers; 
great classes on being the best chorus singer/
dancer you can be; sectional time on a new 
song to be announced soon (music and learn-
ing CDs will be available for each chorus). 
Plan to attend, and soak up the wisdom and 
humor of Jim Arns and Renee Porzel. Your 
attendance will make a difference to your chorus.
 Use these summer months to get your cho-
rus and quartet repertoires in shape. Time does 
tend to fly, so keep on working at raising your 
singing and performing levels. It all starts with 
vocal production.
 I am proud to once again, be your Education  
Coordinator. You are welcome to contact me 
with ideas, suggestions, needs on quartet or 
chorus related issues! 

– Dede  dedesings@comcast.net

mailto:elkhippo@embarqmail.com
mailto:bary2bass@yahoo.com
mailto:morganrdh@aol.com
mailto:ctautkus@gmail.com
mailto:dedesings@comcast.net
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Region 11 Champions
Santa Monica • Chapter-at-Large

Melissa Hockenberger
Shelly Wilner

Debra Hockenberger
Lisa Kneebone

Sirens

2nd Place Medalists
Harborlites • Verdugo Hills

Gerry Papageorge
Pam Pieson

Corky Harvey
Catherine Berriz

Spirit
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3rd Place Medalists
Agoura Hills Harmony •  

ChannelAire • Santa Monica • 
Verdugo Hills

Sally McLeish
Shawnna Bilyeu

Tove Hoch
Jeannie Vercillo

4th Place Medalists
ChannelAire • Chapter-at-Large

Barbara Gregg
Viena Zeitler
Erin Zeitler

Amanda de Lucia

Cheers!

5th Place Medalists
Voices United

Elaine Casperson
Erin Lunn

Dede Nibler
Wendy O’Connor

Dolce

Cachet
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2010 Region 11 Chorus Champions            Jim Halvorson • Master Director

Celebrity City
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Santa Monica 
2nd Place Medalists

Mid-Size Chorus  
Champions

Laura Pallas • Master Director

Golden Sands 
3rd Place Medalists
Linda Kelly • Master Director
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Harmony Showcase 
Kira Wagner • Director

Voices United
4th Place Medalists

Dede Nibler • Master Director
Erin Lunn • Director

5th Place Medalists 
Small Chorus Champions

Most Improved Chorus
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2010  Winners
Audience Choice

Kern Valley – Cheryl Borthick and Francine Stirling • Co-Directors

Spirit – 
Gerry Papageorge

Pam Pieson
Corky Harvey 

Catherine Berriz
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Comments from the
Judges’ Pit...

(L to R): Char Gurney, Sue Beck,  
Lynda Keever, Janie Macchiaroli

Region 11 – QUARTET TRENDS

Sound Category – Janie Macchiaroli
• Posture/alignment needs to be addressed. Many singers have poor posture, which translates into lack of energy.
• Solid pitch-taking needs addressing. Re-do the pitch, if necessary. Practice starting songs many times. Many out-of-tune starts.
• Blend/balance of the singers is not solid. Each singer must know her part’s relationship with the other three. Vocal production work 

is needed for blend and balance. 
• Lower-achieving quartets need to learn to sing with space and air. All singers need to be consistent with this skill.

Music Category – Lynda Keever
• Some quartets took a pitch –great! However, they took it out of tune, in some cases, then went right on singing as if it was fine.
• Many quartets had wrong notes.
• Lots of out-of-tune singing; nearly all competitors had significant tuning errors (as opposed to minor glitches) frequently.
• Many singers had tremolo, which prevents chord clarity and inhibits lock and ring. This could have been nerves, uninformed 

choices, or poor support – which may come from poor posture – many performers appear “stooped” in performance.
• 19 of the competing quartets chose music too hard for their current skill level.

Expression Category – Char Gurney
• More work needs to be done on vocal production skills, with an emphasis on support vowel production.
• Many songs needed to be sung with a back-beat rather than a downbeat rhythm. This would help unity of delivery and having a 

chance to breathe in rhythm.
• Forward motion remains a mystery to many quartets. If a note is held, it has to grow and move.
• Phrases have to be held out their intended length and lifted. Otherwise, there is no continuity in the message.
• Unity is a big issue. Many quartet members are singing their own part and don’t use their ears to become part of the unit.
• All quartet singers need work on stamina and support; resonance is not the same singer to singer – work here, too.

Showmanship – Sue Beck
• Costuming was often problematic with either ill-fitting costumes or inappropriate costumes.
• Many informal costumes; the look for stage should be polished and well-kept. Glitz is not required but singers must look elegant and 

well put together. 
• Entrance, break and exits were sometimes too languid. They lacked energy and showed a reluctance to be on the stage.
• Pitch pipe technique – most quartets should “tune up” so they are able to get a solid start.

Every year, immediately following the Chorus Contest on Saturday afternoon, several Regional 
leaders meet with the judges to get feedback about the entire contest experience – from how  
the weekend was executed to the performances of our choruses and quartet. Here is the general  
feedback regarding our competitors this year.
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Region 11 – CHORUS TRENDS

Sound Category – Janie Macchiaroli
• Vocal skills – posture and breathing need attention, as does solid, unshakeable breath support.
•  Solid pitch taking – redo, if necessary
•  Ability to lock and ring chords solidly and components there of, needs addressing
•  Space and air a problem, especially for lower achieving choruses
•  Need to have a class for blend and balance
• Performers need emotional involvement

Music Category – Lynda Keever
• As in the quartet contest, several competitors took an out-of-tune pitch, then began the song out-of-tune.  

Most choruses had frequent and significant tuning problems
• Several choruses rushed into their second songs without allowing the singers to recover thereby guaranteeing a rocky, unstable start 

for song #2.
• There seems to be a lack of understanding about how to tune swipes and other embellishments. Many were out-of-tune and out of 

synch. Lack of a common approach to resonation space and air needed for common vowel production. There was frequent section 
disunity. Choruses had many disjointed moves.

• Several choruses had 5-part chords – wrong notes!
• Need a class on pitch pipe do’s and don’t’s

Expression Category – Char Gurney
• Many synchronization errors
• Voices sticking out in many choruses – tremolo was heard
• More characterization is needed – sing the message!
• Unit approach is needed in all areas 
• Vocal work is obvious. Choruses had better vocal production, generally, than quartets. However, many choruses need to continue 

their vocal production work, especially vowel match. They may pronounce them the same, but are not using the same approach to 
resonation space and forward air. Thus, they don’t match and sometimes sound flat – especially when there isn’t tall enough space.

• There is also a need for more forward motion. If a note is held, it must have lift. Phrases endings must be extended to the end and 
lifted. This gives continuity to the sound and to the story you are telling (also helps with synch and breath support). If you’re holding 
a note, do something. Use it as a connecting element – lift into next note/phrase.

• Vocal production skills would benefit from more stamina/support
• Most uptunes are backbeat – and this was frequently not present in the performances; hence, synch errors and intonation errors since 

chords do not line up properly

Showmanship – Sue Beck
• Main goals, other than vocal production work – energy, unity, proper singer’s alignment
• Costume – good job here, much better than quartets
• Creativity showed and was appreciated
• Generally, choruses need to begin performances with much more energy and then maintain that energy throughout
• Very distracted by wandering eyes – need a disciplined approach to “where to look!!” Planning for and executing consistent focal 

points will help with a stronger unit look and feel.
• Good/proper singers’ stance is needed by all singers to promote better vocal production as well as visual power.
• I enjoyed all the directors!

More
comments
from the
Judges’ Pit...
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Chorus
News

Ventura, CAChannelaire had a great time hosting the 
Spring Regional competition. What fun it was 
to sing in our “renewed/revised” costumes! 

In April the chorus participated in the 
memorial and celebration of the life of mother 
and grandmother of our beloved members 
Linda and Tammy Ragsdale.

In May we had the privilege of expressing 
our appreciation to all who helped to make the 
chorus successful during the past year. Marcia 
Bosma was the installing officer for our Team 
installation. What fun was had by all and 
Marcia was a super installing officer. We all left 
with sides aching from laughter!

We have been so fortunate to continue 
wonderful coaching with Sandy Robinson 
Marron and Alan Gordon as we continue to 
improve our vocal and performance skills! The 
chorus also enjoyed a great day in a choreogra-
phy workshop followed with great fellowship 
at a potluck following the energetic work out.

At Summer Sizzler in June we enjoyed 
the education, laughter and fellowship of our 
regional sisters and it was such fun to perform 
in our new elegant costumes. Thank you to  

Region 11 and others for Love Gifts we re-
ceived as we prepare for our trip to Seattle.

We were shocked and saddened to hear of 
the unexpected death of long-time member, 
Wini Sell, on July 11. Wini served the chorus 
– and the region – in so many ways, and her 
death leaves a big hole in our hearts.

We extend best wishes and good luck  to 
sirens, shimmer and Verdugo hills in also 
representing Region 11 in Seattle. We are hon-
ored to be part of this fine group! – Ellen Allen

San Luis Obispo, CA

Pacific
Horizon

We’re having a busy summer! Busiest of 
us all are Kim Patrick-Miernicki and Jeanne 
Aldridge rehearsing with Verdugo hills to 
compete at International. We’re proud of these 
ladies and their dedication. Good luck to all 
our Region 11 competitors!

We staffed voting precincts for the June 8 
and June 22 elections. When asked to sing 
while we worked, we gladly did! This may be 
an unusual venue for promoting barbershop, 
but we take every opportunity we get.

Summer Sizzler provided hordes of infor-
mation to digest, especially from Tori Postma’s 
enjoyable workshops. Barbara O’Donnell 
took copious notes so we could discuss what 
we’d learned. Thank you, harmony showCase 
Chorus, for hosting this event.

The San Luis Blues and The Rattlers, our 
local baseball teams, invited us to entertain 
June 26 and July 1. This is always a good 
chance to invite women in the crowd to join 
our ranks. 

The Fourth of July found us on the 
bandstand in San Luis’s Mitchell Park, in a 
scene right out of a Norman Rockwell print. 
Families and friends listened under the trees 
as children ran freely on the grass. This town 
knows how to keep traditions!

Still ahead for the summer are more 
baseball games, entertaining at the “Walk for 
Life”, and our annual free concert at Atas-
cadero Park on Sunday, August 29.  

We’ll finish the summer with a thought-
ful observance during Grover Beach’s 9-11 
Memorial, adding our patriotic repertoire to 
this moving remembrance. – Diane Ludin

Greetings from beautiful Bako, home of 
souTh Valley sound Chorus. We kicked 
off the new year with a new team that was 
installed by the zany antics of Lisa Miller and 
Cindy McBurney aka The Garrish Sisters.  

Joining the team for the first time is Jan 
Smith, Team Coordinator and Donna Seale, 
Membership Coordinator. 

This year’s award recipients include Toni 
Salie, Sizzle Award, Jolene Forzetting, Service 
Award, and Mary Ashford, Sweet Adeline of 
the Year. Marcia Thomas received her 50-year 
pin at Spring Regional and will be in Seattle 
to walk across the big stage to officially receive 
her pin.

Chorus quartet, drasTiC measures’ up-
tune for regional was “Get Me To The Church 
On Time”. Shortly after contest, two of our 
members embraced those lyrics and marched 
down the aisle. Congrats to both Marcia 
Thomas Perry and Elayne Rich Grissom 
(pictured below).

We are proud of our Summer Sizzler novice 
quartets including The eyes haVe iT, The 
sunshine sisTuhs and Forza. Special con-
grats to Toni, Nancy, Korrin and Tamara with 
Forza, who took 5th place.

We just finished our Patriotic Chorus 
Membership Drive that culminated in a very 
uplifting Patriotic performance and a brand 
new bass. Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
November 6 to download our latest musical 
app called “iSing”.

We wish the best of luck to our Interna-
tional competitors including our very own 
Jolene with Channelaire and our director, 
Mary, with shimmer! and harborliTes!

See you in Seattle and then back here in 
beautiful Bako for Fall Festival with Jim Arns 
and Renee Porzel.

Bakersfield, CA
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Lancaster, CA

Bishop, CA

Long Beach, CA

Merced, CA

Harmony
Valleyharmony showCase is humbled by the 

outpouring of support and love from you on 
our hostessing effort for Summer Sizzler. We 
had a ball, and thanks to the excellent work 
of Linda Ninekirk, Linda Agner, and Nicki 
Agner, our coordinators, our jobs were a lot 
easier. Thanks, too, to Bea Knaapen and her 
regional crew for their invaluable guidance and 
assistance. The Winners’ Circle Show was spec-
tacular and wasn't Tori Postma extraordinary?! 

We are now going full bore toward our 
50th anniversary show, "There and Back 
Again" on September 18. Our very special 
guests are The PerFeCT genTlemen. Don't 
miss it! You'll be hearing a lot more soon. 

We are currently having on-going coaching 
with Patty Cobb Baker, which is extremely 
helpful. We are also looking forward to coach-
ing sessions in the fall with Marge Bailey and 
Betty Lou Coleman. 

Hooray for all of our International contes-
tants – Channelaire, Verdugo hills, shim-
mer!, and sirens. We know you'll do us proud 
in Seattle. – Ann Layton

harmony Valley celebrated 45 continuous 
years as a Sweet Adeline chapter. In 1965 
we were Chartered as merCed ChaPTer 
in Region 12, but in 1972 Sweet Adelines 
made big changes in regional boundaries in 
an effort to make Regions smaller and make 
it easier for travel. merCed, Fresno and 
VinTage Valley (Hanford) were sent south 
to Region 11. Although we fought this move, 
we are now happy to be part of Region 11.

We celebrated our anniversary by inviting  
all former members to an afternoon tea – 11 
came including 1 charter member and former 
directors, who happened to be husband and 
wife. Lots of memories were recounted as 
well as friendships renewed.

We continue to be popular in the Merced 
area as guest performers. So far this year, we 

have sung for 2 Memorial Day services, 1 for 
the American Legion and 1 at the Vietnam 
Memorial. We performed for a large audience 
at a Merced Garden Club Home Tour in April. 
We continue to be very busy.

We're doing Strategic Planning with  
membership and fundraising being our major 
emphasis.

Seven of us attended Summer Seminar, 
including 3 new members - Janetta Gibson, 
Bass; Teri Lenz, Lead; and Marcia McCarthy, 
Tenor. It was fun singing "We Are Family" in 
the STAR Chorus. The weekend was full of 
great classes and interesting things to do!

We plan to go to Fall Festival with at least 
8 members – hopefuly as a double quartet!

– Nancy Weidenmiller

Wasn’t Summer Sizzler great? Terrific 
to see everyone, learn new stuff, reinforce 
old stuff, have private “bargain bonanza” 
voice lessons, be entertained by fabulous 
Novice Quartets, and enjoy the “Reaally 
Big Show” on Saturday night. 

We have a new chorus member ... her vocal chords have no limita-
tions, she can harmonize and cone with the best of them, and she is a 
stellar bari, just like her Mom. She joined us 
at only 2- months old, when she passed her 
baby shower audition. Mommy Marianne 
is very proud, as are all of her high sierra 
Aunties. We were so excited to have both of 
the ladies return to rehearsals.

Our chorus continues to be a big 
supporter of the arts in our community, 
and provides an annual scholarship to a 
deserving graduate of Bishop High School. This year’s award went to 
the daughter of a previous Sweet Adeline, Nell Hecht. The scholar, 
Joy Hecht, received a full-ride scholarship to Agnes Scott College in 
Atlanta, Georgia, where she will minor in music.

Receiving kudos at competition was extremely exciting for us. We 
are always working on our barbershop skills … and achieved our goal 
of improving our score this year. And the sierra sTars hit the Regional 
Stage for the first time in the Quartet Competition this year.

We are blessed to have a very active musical and dramatic com-
munity up here in the Eastern Sierra, and locals who love to be 
entertained. We will be co-hosting an August show with the Bishop 
Big Band. It will be an eventful night of dancing under the stars to 
the wonderful sounds of the band, along with barbershop by the high 
sierra Chorus and sierra sTars. 

We can’t wait to see and harmonize with you at the next Regional 
event. And, when you come through Bishop, please stop and see us. 
Come up and enjoy what the Sierra is all about! – Sara Lokan

The Beach Girls were GOLDEN in Bakersfield! In our winter white  
and gold, we sang our hearts out and were well received and well rewarded.  
And that with 12 brand new Sweet Adelines on stage with us! Our won-
derful quartet, high Tide, competed and did a fabulous job.   

Quite a few tears were shed on Mother's Day when the chorus sang 
Singing Telegrams to over 40 moms.   

Since contest, we have been fortunate to have had expert coaching 
from Dawn Castiglione, Dan Jordan, Patty Cobb-Baker and Dede 
Nibler. We've had wonderful evenings of breathing techniques, vocal 
training and fun! Chris Robertson and Pam Pieson will finish off our list 
of summer coaching and we're really looking forward to it! 

Our new Management Team was installed at the Shoreline Village 
Yacht Club with sirens serving as installing officers and, of course, pro-
viding outstanding entertainment.  The theme was "mermaids" and we 
are all now in touch with our own "inner-mermaid" – name and all! 

Our wonderful friends, la souTh Towns show Chorus, had their 
encore show in May and invited us to perform!  It was a wonderful night 
and fantastic show. Aye, Matey! 

Our other fabulous quartet, sunshine, competed in the Novice con-
test at Summer Sizzler in Bakersfield. We were very proud of them. We 
are looking forward to our Summertime sing-outs, including "A Taste of 
the Coast" in August. 

SAVE THE DATE! – October 30th!  We are looking forward to our 
show "Vendetta: A Musical Tale of Technical Difficulties"! (That's all 
we're saying for now .. it's a surprise!)   

We wish all our International competitors, sirens, shimmer!, Chan-
nelaire Chorus and Verdugo hills showTime Chorus, the BEST of 
LUCK and "break-a-lash" in Seattle! – Linda Lee Malconian 
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Your International Dues...
                               ...you have OPTIONS!
Renew your international membership for more than 
one year and receive a FREE Pocket Tones Pitch Pipe!

Benefits of Multi-Year Membership:

• Purchase a multi-year membership and receive a FREE Pocket Tones 
Pitch Pipe

• Enjoy increased discounts for increased renewal terms

• If International dues are increase, your dues do not increase during 
your multi-year membership

• Pay only chorus and regional dues during the multi-year term

3-Year Membership 10% discount A great value

5-Year Membership 20% discount Like getting an entire year FREE

10-Year Membership 30% discount No dues increases for 10 years

Lifetime Membership One time payment 
of $1,200 

Never pay International  
dues again!

For additional information about the Membership Discounts, go to the SAI 
website: http://www.sweetadelineintl.org//multiyear.cfm.

It seems like such a short time ago that 
we were just back from contest, setting new 
goals for next year and installing our new 
board members. Our surprise installing officer, 
Debbie Curtis, helped make our installation 
dinner a special night as we welcomed our new 
officers and praised the many unsung heroes 
who make ahh! what it is. Our two new 
AHH!meritus members, Donna Bryar and 
Linda Hardy, were honored as well.

Summer Sizzler was AHH!some for ahh!  
Thanks to Tori Postma for all her inspira-
tion, and also thanks to Region 11 for putting 
it all together. Marcia Loftin was awarded 
“Best Overall Newsletter” for her AHH!Notes. 
Best of all, our own novice quartet birds oF 
Parahh!dise came in 2nd place in the novice 
quartet competition! We are so proud!

The focus of this summer is planning 2 
shows, getting our showmanship skills honed, 
sharing our music, and having fun. August 8 
is our annual Family Picnic and AHH!ction, a 
great time for family and friends to enjoy each 
other. Join us October 2 at California Lutheran 
University for our Fall show and silent auction.

Best of luck to our International competi-
tors sirens, shimmer!, Channelaire, and 
Verdugo hills, in Seattle this October. We 
know you’ll shine! – JoAnn Young

Tri CiTy sound congratulates the Regional Contest and Summer Sizzler winners and wishes 
everyone the best International Competition ever in Seattle this October!

Meanwhile, our chorus continues to be active in our communities. In May, we sang songs for 
Mothers' Day phone calls and brightened the day for several moms. 

We had our Annual Installation Dinner. Jennifer Best was named our Sweet Adeline of the Year.  
Jennifer has enhanced our website, making it beautiful and informative. She dove energetically into 

her new Publicity Coordinator position, advancing our chorus charmingly in all aspects of the local media.  
Special recognition went to the following:  Trudy Morris – Sizzle Award; Catherine Co – Miss Congenial-
ity; and Lyndell Penney – Service Award. Dyanna Cridelich, Team Coordinator, designed a special pin to be 
worn at perfomances and Regional activities, and presented one to each chorus member.  As is our custom, our 
chorus awarded scholarships to local high school seniors...more on that in the next News@11.  

In June, our chorus performed "Red, White and Barbershop," a Patriotic program, at Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Lompoc. Joining us on the risers were Jane Jaeger and Allison Drake from PaCiFiC horizon. Pam, 
Oksana, Yvonne and Dawn from Santa Maria and Lompoc enhanced our performance with their wonderful 
voices. In our audience was Cheri Cooke, bass from the sounds oF hawkes bay Xhorus, Region 35, New 
Zealand. She is visiting the Central Coast for a couple months and is joining us at rehearsals. We thank Cheri 
and all our community participants as they share our wonderful Sweet Adelines "thing.”  – Lyndell Penney

Lompoc, CA

http://www.sweetadelineintl.org//multiyear.cfm
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Check us out on YouTube!  
Our double quartet, moCkaPella, can be seen at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kb1ouGEkS3c for 
Java Jive. For a satire on Sentimental Journey 
called “Mental Journey”, go to: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGubjNZCrYY.
For a satire on “Take me out to the Ballgame”: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gao2Aq37HrA  
We had a blast putting it together and many 
thanks are due to Marty Elcan, our director 
and cameralady. 

We recently did a singout at Temple Beth 
Israel in the San Fernando Valley and stayed 
for the BBQ. We’re also in the process of 
adopting a wonderful charity, the San Fer-
nando Valley Mental Health Clinic. They had 
a fundraiser recently at Les Sisters, a soul food 
restaurant in the Valley. We sang and ate fried 
chicken and Cajun sole. 

We had our Installation Dinner as a 
potluck (the best kind!) and the illustrious and 
hysterical Lynne Wong acted as our official 
installer. Pretty darn fun and a great Mexican- 
themed buffet! If there’s one thing riVeroaks 
is REALLY good at, it’s eating. 

We are working on our annual performance,  
which this year will be on November 21 in the 
usual location – Hall of Liberty at Forest Lawn. 
Our shows are getting better every year, bigger  
audiences, more laughs, more fun! sirens will 
be our guest quartet! Celebrity weatherman 
Fritz Coleman is returning again this year 
with his hysterical comedy routine.  And our 
theme? Dreams of Broadway featuring much 
loved Broadway songs and one really cute guy!

We happily welcome a wonderful new lead, 
Eugenia!  

May your vowels always match and your 
chords always ring! – Katy Theodore

Thanks a Latte” to harmony showCase 
for hosting a stimulating fun-filled Summer 
Sizzler. We are so proud of our novice quartet, 
JusT 4 kiCks, who won 1st place with a perco-
lating performance! It was absolutely grand(e) 
to see  the Region 11 stars – shimmer!, sirens, 

Greetings from the cool coast of Pismo 
Beach, home of ocean breezes and majestic 
coastline. Now don't you wish you were here?  

Celebration Chorus has had a busy year 
once again. Our annual show in June was 
a great success. This years' show theme was 
"Laugh-In Revisited". We recreated the original 
television show and all the wonderful charac-
ters with their one liners and short skits, then 
blended in music and dancing from the era. 
Nostalgia was the result of this blend of fun.

Celebration Chorus is celebrating our 
10th anniversary and has continued to grow 
with members who are new to Sweet Adelines 
and members returning to us following "life's 
interruptions” and are adding their voices to 
us once again.

Our fundraising efforts continue through-
out the year including “Adopt A Poll”,  rum- 
mage sale, selling See’s Candy and other 
money-making projects to enable us to “give 
back” to the members. 

Fun is high on our agenda with potlucks, 
beach parties, and movies. Several times a year 
we include our spouses and significant others, 
which has resulted in terrific support for our 
“one night a week” hobby. 

Coaching sessions are scheduled. Christ-
mas music will soon be dusted off for another 
presentation of our famous Christmas Produc-
tion. Of course, competition music will be 
learned and perfected for competition, and the 
cycle repeats itself. 

We wish all Region 11 International Com-
petitors good luck in their quest to represent 
our Region. Channelaire, Verdugo hills, 
shimmer!, and sirens will do us proud. Many 
of our Region 11 members will be in Seattle to 
support them as they compete with the best. – 
Sally Buccola

San Luis Obispo, CA

Glendale, CA

Our chorus is experiencing a fantastic, 
busy year preparing for International contest in 
Seattle. We are constantly challenging ourselves 
with new music and choreo. We still have 3 
months and we’re looking forward to coaching 
from Carole Kirkpatrick and Nick Papa-
george, an International retreat and much more.

Our 6th annual A Cappella Scholarship  
Festival was a rousing success. Thanks to the  
John C. Hench Foundation for their generous  
grant and the organization of our members, we  
presented middle and high schools cash awards,  
with the 1st place schools receiving $1700.

Mark your calendars for our “big” show 
on August 21 at 2:00pm at Glendale High 
School. “It’s Showtime” features the alley 
CaTs, CaCheT and of course, VhsC. 

In the middle of this frantically busy year,  
we found a new home. We moved our rehears-
al to Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 
North Lake Ave., Pasadena. Come for a visit.

We are so proud to represent Region 11 in 
Seattle and we are doubly proud of our new 
members: Catherine Berriz and Barbara 
Cushman, and our dual members: Jeanne 
Aldridge, Frankey Cucinotta, Kim-Patrick-
Miernicki, Delia Price and Tina Rowley.   
Special congratulations to Mary Ann O’Neil 
as she celebrated 55 years of membership all in 
Verdugo hills. 

This year has been full of laughter and 
tears. The loss of our members Roberta 
Rosenberg and Rusty Groves has left an empty 
space in our hearts and on our risers. Rusty 
celebrated 60 years of membership in Sweet 
Adelines. We also lost our dear friend and 
former member, Betty Tye. The angel choir 
has gained two beautiful tenors in Roberta and 
Betty, and either a baritone or a lead depend-
ing on what part Rusty chooses.

We send our best wishes to our friends and 
sisters in Channelaire, shimmer! and sirens 
as their prepare their journey to Seattle. Seattle 
or BUSTier! – Sue Peacock

Channelaire and Verdugo hills – who will  
compete at International this fall. Look out, 
Seattle. You’re about to hear the best!  

Santa Monica was honored to receive a 
triple shot of accolades at Regional 2010.  
Three of our chorus members won novice 
awards: Anna-Pia Hubacher –most promis-
ing lead;  Alison Widdoes –most promising 
bass;  and Kate Kohler –most promising tenor. 
sirens won the quartet championship for the 
2nd year in a row and garnered the “Sizzle” 
Award!  To top it off, our chorus won 1st place 
mid-size chorus and 2nd place over all. 

More exciting news is brewing. Our Master 
Director Laura Pallas (and the cream in our 
coffee), plus choreographer Lisa Kneebone 
and Associate Director Jonni Wood were 
named to the Region 11 Music Faculty.

Our chorus has a brand new lead, 
C.J.Beaman. Welcome, C.J.! And, we can’t 
wait for our 6 weeks of PVIs this summer with 
renowned coach Patty Cobb Baker!

Wait! sanTa moniCa Chorus is planning 
our fall show and you’re invited. It’s a special 
blend of tea and tunes. Intrigued? We’ll get the 
date to you ASAP.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kb1ouGEkS3c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGubjNZCrYY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gao2Aq37HrA


Torrance, CA

We would like to express our appreciation  
for the overwhelming attendance at the me-
morial service in Fresno for Kassie Lee, 21, 
daughter of Vu member Cathy Lee and her 
husband, Bryan. Hope Lutheran Church was 
overflowing with people, love, and respect for  
Kassie and the Lee family. Our hearts are 
breaking for the Lees, including eldest daugh-
ter, Kaitlyn Phillips, also a member of Vu. 

We are busy learning new music for our 
show in November and actively searching for 
new voices to add to our chorus family.  

We changed rehearsal locations in late 

Fresno, CA
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The vaudeville act of Marj McKarns 
and Susan Warner installed our new man-
agement team with their usual flair. 

We had a great audience for our reprise 
in May of, "A Commotion on the Ocean",  
as many new and returning passengers 
cruised on the SS Cucaracha, to a rousing 
success!  They saw The PerFeCT genTle-
men, ready, willing & mabel, and 
sabina, the drumming dynamo, golden 
sands Chorus, plus our chapter quartets: 
aFTer FiVe, monday nighT liVe, sero-
Tonin, and sugar & sPiCe. The produc-
tion staff included chorus arrangers  
Sally Franco and Carolyn Correnti, 
and script writers Marta Bailey, Donna 
Lawrence, and Connie Weintraub. Our 
creative director, Caroline McLean, comes 
up with these clever schemes, and designs 
the costumes and sets. Our talented cast 
made the script come alive! Our inspiring 
coach, Michael Hayden, has us bubbling 
everywhere we go, much to the delight of 
our little children.  

We send our love and good luck wishes 
to Region 11 Seattle participants: shimmer!, 
sirens, Channelaire and Verdugo hills.  
Enjoy the International experience!  

Save the date for our annual show,  
November 17 and 21 at the Hermosa 
Beach Playhouse. Because you never know 
what ideas come to Caroline Mclean while 
she's taking her bubble baths! – Gini Gluck

Las Vegas, NV

CelebriTy CiTy is on the road again in 2011 to the state of Texas, bordered by beautiful blue-
bonnets. Hello Houston! Houston is known for its historical museums and being the 4th largest 
city in the U.S., just as we strive to be known as a blooming chorus; growing in membership 
through team building, training, and grant writing, yet keeping firmly rooted to the ground.  

Gladys Kayten, Sid Mulkern, Karen Kay Wines, and Staci Kopydlowski are our newest 
welcomed additions to our chorus. Furthermore, we’ve been refreshed with new music that will 
help us paint a colorful musical portrait and beautify our image.

We've been busy building our bounty for International through selling windwands at parades, 
having a garage sale, and more. All are welcome to join us at our August 14 "Fashion in Bloom” 
Fashion Show at Los Parados Country Club, where you will be surrounded by a bouquet of styles, 
from hats to dresses. Anyone interested in attending our show and luncheon can contact Delia 
Price at hyprice@gmail.com for more information.  

Even though summer will be over, the summer fun will continue to radiate with our show 
on September 25 at the Nicholas Horn Theater where you'll be entertained by a musical tug-a-
war controlled by a tv remote. Our show, "Remote Wars", will take us on a journey of the past 
through familiar tunes and into the present day.

We’re looking forward to working with our coaches who may not see the world through rose-
colored glasses, but will help us come up smelling like roses. Lynne Smith, a sunflower to us all, 
will be joining us on July 31 to help us build our "showmanship, not choreography!"

 Let’s send some sunrays and well wishes to all of our competitors who will be competing in 
Seattle this fall. – Carole McSimov

June; we are now meeting at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Fresno on Tuesday from 
6:30-9:30p.

On the 3rd Tuesday of each month, we 
meet at 2 local shopping centers (Fig Garden 
Village and Riverpark) where we entertain the 
crowds while they shop for summer fashions 
and farmers’ market produce. It’s a great way 
for us to spread the word of a cappella music 
and women’s barbershop in particular. (And 
afterwards we socialize in local restaurants for 
dinner and possibly adult beverages!)

sirens, shimmer!, Channelaire, and 
Verdugo hills – our love goes with you to 
Seattle. We hope the Washington weather 
brings you torrents of good luck…that all good 
things rain on you! Those unable to be there 
will flood to the webcast to watch you storm 
the International audience. – Sheila Martin

55 years ago (1955):
The regional budget was $500. Annual regional dues were $1.20 per member.

41 years ago (1969):
International Arrangers Association was founded, and included Region 11 members: Joni 
Bescos, Dot Calvin, Carolyn Butler, Suzy (McGehee) Lobaugh, Ruby Rhea, Lois Whitney.

26 years ago (1984):
Membership description, “good moral character”, was removed from the International By-Laws.

Remember?

 Looking Back at Region 11 ...

mailto:hyprice@gmail.com
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shimmer! is back in business and just in time for Seattle. We especially want to thank the 
Winners’ Circle for our last-minute guest spot on “Seattle’s Best” Show. And it was a blast singing 
poolside with so many singers.

We are simply delighted about our new lead, Martha Segura. Many of you know Martha 
from razzCals fame. Martha lives in Medford, OR, which is Region 24. She is happily mar-
ried, works full time and has 4 lovely children (12 to 24 years old). Martha directs the 5th Place 
souThern oregon sound Chorus. 

Martha joined Sweet Adelines in 1981 at 17-years old and immediately began quartetting 
with bass, Mary Segura, who would eventually become her mother-in-law. Eight years later and 
married to Jay Segura, Martha signed on with a new quartet called brass 'n sass, which com-
peted at International in the early 90s. In this quartet, Martha sang with two tenors named Mary. 

Then in 1995, Martha, Julie Starr, Dana Entrikin and Cheri Jump formed razzCals. By 
1998, razzCals dominated the Top 10 until their retirement this past fall. During razzCals’ 16 
years together, the quartet saw several basses come and go – their 4th and final bass was Martha's 
oldest daughter, Mary (bass of underage – YWIH International Champions). 

So it seems only fitting that Martha is destined to sing with yet another Mary! 
Between shimmer! and razzCals, we share 35+ years of quarteting including 24 years of 

International quartet experience. shimmer! and Razzcals are big believers in giving back to our 
singing community of Sweet Adelines. The list of talent between both quartets includes basses  
Julie Starr, Cris Jette, Kim Chadwick, Mary Segura, Sandra Chance, Jackie Wheatley,  
Colleen Wilson and tenors Bitsy Bacon and Patty Cobb Baker. 

Speaking of tenors, that versatile Missy, who also happens to be an experienced and highly sea-
soned tenor since joining Sweet Adelines at the age 18 is taking over the role of overtone enhance-
ment. The bass clef is making no changes at this time!

Watch the R11NG for more information about the 2nd annual shimmer! Summer Virtual 
Spa Day – Sunday, August 22 from 1:00-6:00p. It is at the same place as last year – the beautiful 
estate home of Ro Rush in Woodland Hills.

Hope you saw us on Channelaire’s Ice Cream Social on July 11. Next, check us out at the 
harborliTes' show (Saturday, September 11 in Long Beach); and the Channelaire Sneak 
Preview (Saturday, October 2).

 shimmer! is preparing for the big Seattle stage. And that includes some fabulous coaching 
with Sharon Babb, Marge Bailey, Betty Clipman, Lynne Smith and Dale Syverson. We look 
forward to sharing the International Stage with sirens, Channelaire, and Verdugo hills.

 For you Facebook enthusiasts, come check us out!

Shimmer!

Missy Pearce

Martha Segura

Judy Ashmore

Mary Ashford

High-Tide
Joyce Spillane

Katherine Mitchell

Maureen Coleman

Lillian Zellmer

Cheers!

Barbara Gregg

Viena Zeitler

Erin Zeitler

Amanda De Lucia

high-Tide has been busy with lots of 
singing opportunities around the greater Long 
Beach area!  We’ve recently performed at sev-
eral local fundraising and community events:  
“Project Kitchen ~ Belize”, “Food Finders”, 
“Long Beach Reads One Book”, and with the 
golden sands show at the “Aquarium of the 
Pacific”. 

We had a blast providing the pre-show enter-
tainment for the Long Beach Ballet Academy’s 
performance of “Cinderella” at the Carpenter 
Center, too. Among our favorite on-going 
“gigs” are the monthly acapella nights called, 
“Chord Club”, hosted by ready, willing & 
mabel, and “First Fridays” in Bixby Knolls 
that showcases local artists and entertainers. 

We have learned so much from our coaches 
(so far this year)… Jim Campbell, Dawn 
Castiglione and Lynne Smith!  We know just 
how fortunate we are to have access to these 
amazing experts! We are always appreciative of 
our Master Director, Linda Kelly and our sup-
portive golden sands Chorus. 

high-Tide gives a big “high-five” to all our 
Region 11 competitors in Seattle!

Cheers! had an absolutely wonderful 
Summer Sizzler! The weather and harmony 
could not have been more perfect! We were 
able to sing with a few new people and spend 
time with our favorite quartets around the 
pool – way fun! Closing out the courtyard at 
the DoubleTree was a definite experience to 
repeat ... just saying.

We are taking time this summer to learn 
new music and are really enjoying expanding 
our repertoire. In July, we had the opportu-
nity to sing for the Channelaire Ice Cream 

Social, trying out some new songs and 
techniques, and sharing the stage with some 
fabulous Region 11 quartets. 

The rest of the summer is already 
planned out for coaching with our favorite 
in-house coach, Judy Ashmore, and a new 
addition up north, Julie Starr. We’ll also get 
to spend time with The buzz in Region 12. 
We are really looking forward to continuing 
our education with these super ladies!

As always, many thanks to our coaches, 
our families and friends, and the continued 
love and support from Channelaire and 
Regions 11 and 12!

Special “Cheers!” to all our Seattle com-
petitors: sirens, shimmer!, Verdugo hills 
and our own Channelaire – we will be 
sending all of you positive competitive vibes 
– go get ‘em, ladies!!

Check the
dates!

2010
FALL FESTIVAL – November 11-14

Jim Arns / Renee Porzel

2011
SUMMER SIZZLER – July 29-31

Darlene Rogers

FALL FESTIVAL – November 11-13
Bev Miller / Molly Huffman

2012
SUMMER SIZZLER – August 3-5

Betty Clipman
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Cachet

Sally McLeish

Shawnna Bilyeu

Tove Hoch

Jeannie Vercillo

“Thanks a latte” to the 
harmony showCase Chorus 
for hostessing an extra hot Sum-
mer Sizzler; there was nothing  
vanilla about their great perfor-
mance on Friday night either! 
Also thanks to the Winners’ 
Circle for brewing up another 
great show featuring our Seattle-
bound choruses and quartets 
with a tall order of hilarious emcee work from Sue Matus and her slideshow. 

Cachet had a grande coaching session with Tori Postma on Friday – 
wow!  On Saturday, Sally, Jeannie and Tove all had big jobs to do at the 
show and afterglow, plus Jeannie and Shawnna sang two sets of songs with 
their choruses. Did you recognize Jeannie in her wig as one of the “Fab 
Four” as well?  That woman had a lot of costume changes – 4 to be exact!

Since winning the 3rd place regional medal in March, we’ve been 
coaching up a storm. Erin Howden, Sandy Marron, and Dale Syverson 
have all frothed up our sound. What a gift to have the opportunity to 
learn from these ladies!  We’ve added a couple of songs to our repertoire as 
well and had fun debuting Shelly Wilner’s (Lead of sirens) arrangement 
of ABBA’s “Take a Chance on Me” for a few folks around the afterglow.

We’ll be hollering for an extra shot in Seattle for 2 of our own mem-
bers: Shawnna with Channelaire, and Jeannie with Verdugo hills, as 
well as cheering on shimmer! (welcome to Region 11, Martha) and sirens. 

Sirens

Melissa Hockenberger

Shelly Wilner

Debra Hockenberger

Lisa Kneebone

Thank you for all your support!!! We love being part of this 
region! Summer Sizzler was a blast. We had an amazing session with 
Tori Postma, thanks to Region 11 and Winners’ Circle. 

We also loved being beatniks on the show, but the highpoint of 
our weekend was singing with many of you at the poolside. What 
better way to hang out than to sing with each other? Thanks again 
to Winners’ Circle for making this a fundraising opportunity too. 
To take yourself back to that evening (can you name the two RMT 
members?): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AItPxfDvDSU

Thanks to team sanTa moniCa...chorus members who helped 
at our sales table, who donated the basket for our raffle, Tim Singer 
and Laurie Steele for always being willing to do anything to help us. 
Most special thanks to Laura Pallas for your coaching, guidance and 
love. We appreciate you SO much. We couldn’t do this without you.

This year continues to be very busy with performances...from 
chorus shows to school fundraisers, a 100th year church anniversay to 
a Hollywood director’s private party, we just love the variety. Speak-
ing of which...we’ve been booked for 9 variety shows, directed by 
Cirque du Soleil’s Stefan Haves. Every Sunday from June 27 – Aug. 
29. For info and tickets, go to: http://www.yourtownfollies.com/

Visit our website for the latest: http://www.sirensquartet.com. 
See you in Seattle alongside shimmer!, Verdugo hills and 

Channelaire! Best of luck to all! We love you, Region 11.

     Shimmer!                Sirens
ChannelAire      Verdugo Hills

GOOD LUCK to our 
                 2 Choruses and 2 Quartets!

Ooh La La
Barbara Adams

Leah Rippetoe

Jonni Wood

Judy Herr

We’re proud to 
belong to this years 
#1 and #2 choruses! 
CelebriTy CiTy and 
sanTa moniCa, you 
continue to bring 
us great joy, friend-
ships, and musical 
growth. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! Congratulations to 
our sister quartets, sirens and CaCheT! Aren’t we lucky to have such 
accomplished (and beribboned) girlfriends? 

ooh la la launched our website: www.oohlalasings.com. Huge 
thanks to Adam Wilner and Connect Sound (www.connectedsound.
com) for making this a reality. You can check us out on Facebook, too.

Barbara was laid off of her job of 24 years in January. By March 
she passed the real estate exam, and already in June she has a prop-
erty in escrow! Judy is still looking for a job in the Brea area. She has 
experience as a claims adjuster. So if you hear of something, call her. 

Leah continues as assistant director/choreographer for Celeb-
riTy CiTy. She is also one of the directors of the Miracle League, 
and is worship leader for her pastor husband, Rip. Then there’s the 
“real job”, the business they run. We don’t know where she finds the 
time for all the SAI volunteering she does. Both Leah and Jonni are 
members of the Regional Music Faculty this year. Jonni just visited 
her paternal grandmother on her 89th birthday. Her maternal grand-
mother, who lives with Jonni, turns 88 next month. She’s blessed to 
have BOTH of her grandmothers still alive and well.

We hope you are all enjoying a fabulous summer, and we hope to 
see you in the Fall!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AItPxfDvDSU
http://www.yourtownfollies.com/
http://www.sirensquartet.com
http://www.oohlalasings.com
http://www.connectedsound.com
http://www.connectedsound.com
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T  he Winners' 
Circle is kicking  
back with a latte and  

reflecting on all the tres el fabo events over the past few months.  
Thank you to all competing quartets who attended our Regional  
Quartet Reception in March. In keeping with the theme of “You Can’t 
Stop The Beat”, our hosting quartet, sirens, featured a drum circle that 
was the perfect kickoff to a fabulous regional weekend. And we are 
very proud of our 2010 Quartet Champions, sirens. 

This year's novice quartet winners Just 4 KiCKs from santa MoniCa 
were the recipients of Winners’ Circle Quartet Makeover. This year’s 
coaches included Judy Ashmore and Lisa Kneebone, and included a 
guest spot on the Winners’ Circle show!

Each year a team of WC talent gets together to brainstorm scath-
ingly brilliant ideas and distills them into a show that showcases our 
international competitors. In keeping with the Summer Sizzler theme, 
“Sing A Latte”, we hosted, “Seattle’s 
Best” featuring Just 4 KiCKs, sirens, 
shiMMer!,Verdugo hills and 
Channelaire. And a special guest 
appearance by THE FAB FOUR 
(Jeannie Vercillo, Jackie Wheatley, 
Diane McGrath and Mary Ashford) 
all wrapped together with the emcee 
talents of Sue Matus. Proceeds 
from the show go to help fund our 
international quartet competitors.

Winner's Circle is proud to  
welcome Martha Segura, the 
new lead of shiMMer! Martha 
comes to us from Region 24 and 
was the former lead of razzCals. 
Best of luck in Seattle to sirens, 
shiMMer!, Verdugo hills and 
Channelaire. 

– Mary Ashford 
WC Publicity

Congratulations to the  
recipients of our 6 

Winners’ Circle awards  
at regional contest: 

Most Promising Tenor – 
Kate Kohler 

Bold

Most Promising Lead – 
Cindy McBurney 

riot

Most Promising Bari – 
Anna-Pia Hubacher

inVitation

Most Promising Bass – 
Alison Widdoes

Bold

Sizzle Award –
sirens

Most Improved Quartet – 
What Four! (+49 pts.) 
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“Sing-a-Latte!”
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2010 Summer
Sizzler

        

“Sing-a-Latte!”


