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Summer 2012
Official publication of Sequoia Pacifica Region 11

News@11
Region 11 congratulates
        our 2012 Champions!

Cachet
Agoura Hills Harmony • Santa Monica 
Verdugo Hills • Chapter-at-Large (R11)

Sally McLeish
Shawnna Bilyeu

Tove Hoch
Jeannie Vercillo

ChannelAire
Bobbette Gantz,
Master Director

Region 11 Chorus 
Champions

Mid-Size Chorus 
Champions
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Santa Monica • Cachet 
Touché • Glitter

Wishing our Region 11 
competitors a 

PEAK PERFORMANCE
at lnternational!

Agoura Hills Harmony............Agoura Hills, CA
www.AHHChorus.net

Celebrity City ........................... Las Vegas, NV
www.CelebrityCityChorus.com

Central Coast Celebration ...Pismo Beach, CA
www.Celebration-Chorus.com

ChannelAire ...............................Camarillo, CA
www.ChannelAire.org

Golden Sands ........................Long Beach, CA
www.GoldenSandsChorus.com

Antelope Valley Showcase ........Lancaster, CA
AVShowcaseChorus.com

Harmony Valley ............................ Merced, CA
www.HarmonyValleyChorus.org

High Sierra..................................... Bishop, CA

Kern Valley ..........................Lake Isabella, CA
www.KernValleyChorus.com

L.A. South Towns Show .............. Torrance, CA
www.LASouthTowns.org

Pacifi c Horizon................San Luis Obispo, CA
www.pacifi chorizon.org

RiverOaks ......................... Sherman Oaks, CA
www.RiverOaksChorus.com

Santa Monica...................... Santa Monica, CA
www.SMChorus.com

Singing Sands (Prospective) .....Ridgecrest, CA

South Valley Sound ................ Bakersfi eld, CA
www.SouthValleySound.org

Southland Harmony ..................... Downey, CA

Tri City Sound .............................. Lompoc, CA
www.TriCitySound.org

Verdugo Hills ..............................Glendale, CA
www.VerdugoShowtimeChorus.org

Voices United.................................Fresno, CA
www.VoicesUnited.groupanizer.com

Region 11 Choruses

Region 11
News

http://www.AHHChorus.net
http://www.CelebrityCityChorus.com
http://www.Celebration-Chorus.com
http://www.ChannelAire.org
http://www.GoldenSandsChorus.com
http://www.HarmonyValleyChorus.org
http://www.KernValleyChorus.com
http://www.LASouthTowns.org
http://www.pacifi
http://www.RiverOaksChorus.com
http://www.SMChorus.com
http://www.SouthValleySound.org
http://www.TriCitySound.org
http://www.VerdugoShowtimeChorus.org
http://www.VoicesUnited.groupanizer.com
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Lou Schroff
Golden Sands / RiverOaks / 

  Harborlites  Harborlites  Harborlites

Membership Coordinator

Region 11
News

Lou SchroffLou Schroff

Region 11
News

Regional Management
Team

A message
from your RMT...
LET THE GAMES BEGIN!

The “Singer Games” are upon us as we gather 
again for Summer Sizzler. Betty Clipman, our 
“Team Captain” will inspire us with classes, demos 
and coaching all weekend. You’ll want to attend the 
RAP sessions held by our own Regional experts.

Thanks to Golden Sands Chorus for hosting all 
weekend and for SHARING the new Olympic event 
…the Vocathlon!  

The Winner’s Circle will score with their show 
“Singer Games – Champion Round”. Be ready to 
represent a “country” by competing in the Music 
Olympics at their poolside party! Get your tickets 
to the Power Lunch to watch Betty coach champion 
chorus, Santa Monica!

We’re looking forward to supporting and cheering 
for Denver-bound Santa Monica Chorus, Cachet, 
Touche’ and Glitter. Good luck, ladies!

Congratulations to the members of Singing Sands 
and Director Jolene Forzetting as they sent in the 
paperwork for their chorus charter! We’re all anx-
ious to hear about the approval from International 
so they become an offi cial Region 11 chorus!

Your RMT is “pumped up” and ready to SHARE our 
plans for the future of our region. It’s bound to be 
a year of Olympic proportions!

Every member of Region 11 is a member of the 
membership growth and membership retention team. 
There is a very rewarding experience awaiting those 
who SHARE the joy of being a Sweet Adeline.  

A defi nition of SHARE is: ”to join with others or to 
receive in common with others”. It can be as simple as 
SHARING our personal SAI experiences with a curi-
ous non-member. The point is to be proud of yourself 
as a member of SAI. Be proud to stand on the risers 
each week with your singing sisters.Be proud to stand 
in front of an audience to perform. And be proud to 
SHARE with strangers at the grocery store, at the 
mall, at the gym, at the salon, at school, or at work.

It starts with us as individuals. No matter if your 
mind set is retention or growth (or both), it will not 
work until you take personal pride in SHARING with 
each other and with those who have yet to fi nd us.  

Be proud to tell the world that you are a Sweet 
Adeline. There is an phrase in the song “For Good” 
from Wicked: “Because I knew you, I have been 
changed for good”. I would venture to say that we all 
feel that “we’ve been changed for good” because we 
are Sweet Adelines. Now get on out there and SHARE.

I’m always a phone call or email away. Let’s grow 
our region! – Lou  lousings@aol.com

Finance Coordinator

Marcia Bosma
Verdugo Hills / Harborlites

It’s summertime and I’ve noticed all the kids playing 
in the neighborhood. As I watch them play, I wonder 
how many of them love to sing as much as we do. 

With the economy in a terrible state, many schools 
are cutting or eliminating music programs, and they 
may never get the exposure to music that we were 
blessed to have when we were growing up.  

Region 11 has funds earmarked for young women 
in our communities. It comes from all your donations 
to our Young Women in Harmony Fund. We use some 
funds to send our winning YWIH quartet to the Rising 
Star Contest each year, but the funds can be used for 
other things as well. If your chorus has a youth festival 
scheduled, you are probably eligible for a grant to 
help you defray expenses. Contact an RMT member 
for more info. – Marcia  marcia@mbosma.com

mailto:lousings@aol.com
mailto:marcia@mbosma.com
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Directors’ Coordinator

Kira Wagner
Antelope Valley Showcase

Things heat up as we move forward with a “new 
and improved” Region 11! The group that gath-
ered for International’s AHA! had their cups fi lled 
to over-fl owing with classes and performances by 
some of the best our organization has to offer. By 
now each of our Directors in attendance has begun 
to share the wealth with their choruses – and that’s 
what it’s all about isn’t it? The desire to SHARE! 

Each week our directors SHARE their love of 
barbershop harmony encouraging the best from 
every singer! They work constantly on their craft 
so that they can bring a “can do” atmosphere for 
ringing chords and making beautiful music. The 
gift of each member’s presence, support and joy 
helps make it all worthwhile!

On another note, with the help of Martha 
Rasmussen, our STAR Chair, and Patti Goin, 
our DCP Chair, you’ll want to be sure to see what 
is coming your way. I’m thrilled they are excited 
about expanding these programs so be on the 
lookout for opportunities to SHARE your thoughts 
about new STAR songs and more.

Additionally, chorus members, SHARE your 
director with the region and encourage her/him to 
participate in the Spotlight Program to direct dur-
ing one of our classes at a regional weekend and 
provide new members in the region a chance to 
know more about your wonderful chorus!

In the end, the more each singer and director 
SHAREs their enthusiasm, musical harmony and 
joy of singing with each other, the brighter our 
future will be! – Kira  kira@kirawagner.com

Education Coordinator

Monica Tautkus
Agoura Hills Harmony

Directors’ Coordinator

Kira WagnerKira Wagner
Antelope Valley ShowcaseAntelope Valley Showcase

Things heat up as we move forward with a “new 

Regional Management
Team

Team Coordinator

Cathy Tautkus
RiverOaks

Exciting things are brewing for our region and we want you to be part of it! 
Coming soon to the R11NG: opportunities to apply for RMT Associate po-

sitions! If you want to “test the waters” on what it takes to be on the Regional 
Management Team, but aren’t ready to “dive in head fi rst” just yet, this is the 
job for you! Take a few laps with us as we freestyle past high Cs, on our way 
to qualifying for those Bs! Degree 
of diffi culty? Novice. Your RMT 
coach will spot you all the way 
until you are synchronized with 
life at the region management 
level. 

Interested? Curious? Find out 
more this weekend when your 
RMT will SHARE our new course 
for Region 11! 

– Cathy Tautkus
ctautkus@gmail.com

I am so excited to 
SHARE all the new 
programs that are com-
ing your way!  First, a 
new Education Steering 
Committee (EDSC) to 
oversee the Musical/
Administrative programs 
for our region! The 2012 EDSC is Risa Page, Tammy Ragsdale, Cathie 
Sturm, Debbie Curtis, Diane McGrath, Kira Wagner and myself. How 
thrilling to have these talented people SHARE in the dreaming, planning and 
implementing of so many new and exciting programs!

Second, a new Regional Faculty – with a full training/mentor plan to 
strengthen our own talent within Region 11. Two levels of faculty including 
our fi rst 9 Certifi ed Level Faculty: Laura Pallas, Dede Nibler, Bobbette 
Gantz, Linda Kelly, Judy Ashmore, Monica Tautkus, Marcia Bosma, Patty 
Cobb Baker, and Chris Robertson. The Associate Faculty Program is open 
to ANYONE who would like to explore the possibilities of joining the Regional 
Faculty in both Musical and Administrative Leadership. Contact Risa Page to 
SHARE your talent/gift. It’s been my own experience in SHARING at the re-
gional level that you get back in return in direct proportion to what you give.  
(We also have other positions open if you’d like to become more regionally 
active!  Let’s chat!)

SAVE THE DATES our next 4 Seminars as they are going to rock your 
barbershop world! Fall Festival S.M.A.S.H. (SHARING Magical Amazing 
Showstopping Harmony), and future guest faculty: Lori Lyford, Dale 
Syverson and the return of “Camp Lock ‘n R11ng!”  Such a great opportunity 
for amazing education – our Musical “500+” goal is well within reach! 

– Monica  gtasing2@aol.com

mailto:kira@kirawagner.com
mailto:ctautkus@gmail.com
mailto:gtasing2@aol.com
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Marketing Coordinator

Lillian Zellmer
Golden Sands

At our Regional strategy planning meeting, 
Paula Davis asked us to compare ourselves to 
something found in a zoo. I’m defi nitely a monkey.  
I like to have fun and play with others. I can be a 
nit-picker and a nurturer. I’ve been known to stir it 
up. I learn from others (monkey see, monkey do) 
but I also throw a lot of “poop” and hope it sticks!  

What does this have to do with Marketing?  
Well, I am a fi rm believer that “You don’t have 
to get it right… you just have to get it going”. Be 
creative. Be observant. Learn from others. Try 
something different. Throw new ideas out there 
and “see what sticks”. The results may surprise 
you! Then, measure the results. You can keep it, 
learn from it, fi x it or drop it completely. 

Be open and willing to SHARE what you’ve 
learned with others. We all have our stories!  
Come to the Membership & Marketing session 
at Summer Sizzler for a bazaar-style interaction 
of MnM ideas! SHARE your printed materials.  
SHARE the good, the bad and the ugly! SHARE 
the JOY. You’ll learn something new and benefi t 
another chorus in the process. 

Sign up for our new Membership and Marketing 
Yahoo group, R11MnM. Here, we can continue to 
SHARE ideas all year. Anyone can register… you 
don’t have to be on your chorus Team or Board. 
Some of the greatest ideas come directly from the 
risers! R11MnM-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

“Team MnM” – Lou Schroff (Membership) 
and Lillian Zellmer (Marketing) – will be work-
ing together a lot this year. Don’t be surprised if 
you see us at one of your rehearsals in the near 
future. We’re here to help you with your MnM 
campaigns in any way we can! Let’s SHARE.

– Lillian  lillianzellmer@gmail.com

November 15-18, 2012

• Educational classes!
• Double Quartet Contest!
• Welcome home our Denver 

competitors!

Don’t Miss Fall Festival!

Communications Coordinator

Viena Zeitler
Chapter-at-Large (R11)

Marketing Coordinator

Lillian ZellmerLillian Zellmer
Golden SandsGolden Sands

At our Regional strategy planning meeting, Viena ZeitlerViena Zeitler
Chapter-at-Large (R11)Chapter-at-Large (R11)

Regional Management
Team

Events Coordinator

Jolene Forzetting
Singing Sands (Prospective) 

I am excited to be working on the RMT, helping to implement new ideas, 
and being a part of this gifted, fun group of women! I am fortunate to inherit 
a terrifi c team – Bea Knaapen as R11NG e-group moderator, Pat Vincent as 
webmaster, and Debbie Curtis as historian and News@11 editor!

The RMT had a productive strategic planning weekend in June. One thing 
we are implementing immediately is a “suggestion box” so that you can tell 
us what types of education or activities you would like to see offered at our 
regional weekends – feel free to SHARE these ideas with us. There is a link 
for your suggestions on the Region 11 website, at the bottom of each web 
page, that says “Click here to submit your suggestions to the Region,” or 
send an email directly to Reg11Suggestions@gmail.com!

Did you know that we have an events area on our website where you can 
have your event posted? SHARE your chorus or quartet event to be posted 
on our Regional website calendar by emailing me: vienasings@gmail.com.

Finally, take advantage of our social media presence. If you’re a Facebook 
user, join the Sequoia Pacifi ca Region 11 page. Also, if you are not a 
member of the R11NG (Region 11’s e-group), sign up so we may SHARE 
International and Regional changes, upcoming events, and other helpful 
and timely information, as well as giving you the ability to SHARE your own 
chorus info, ask questions, and SHARE information with each other. Sign 
up for the R11NG at Summer Sizzler at the Registration table, or email your 
request to subscribe-R11NG@yahoogroups.com. 

– Viena  vienasings@gmail.com

I love the quote: 
“Alone we can do so 
little; together we can 
do so much” by Helen 
Keller. She is a role 
model to me for many 
reasons, but primarily 
because she SHARED 
her joy of life with those around her. She never gave up and no obstacle she 
encountered was insurmountable. Her life reminds me a lot of our organiza-
tion, because together we accomplish what we cannot do alone. Not only is 
this true with our singing, but in also how we plan and hold our events.

We have two awesome committees that plan and run all of our wonderful 
functions during the year: the RSSC (Regional Seminar Steering Committee) 
and the RCSC (Regional Convention Steering Committee). Both of these 
committees have many volunteers that work in harmony to create and 
SHARE the tasks to make these events happen. Right now we have several 
urgent vacancies on the Seminar Committee (RSSC), including the Chair of 
the Committee, previously held by Bea Knaapen, who did a wonderful job 
for the past few years! We are thrilled to have Sue Brown, from GOLDEN 
SANDS CHORUS, join the team to serve at the RSSC Registration Chair. 
However, we are still in need of more new faces and fresh ideas! 

I do fi nd it a joy to serve the members of this remarkable region and I wish 
to share that joy with you!  Please contact me if you have been waiting for 
the opportunity to get more involved, to SHARE your ideas and your joy of 
this amazing “hobby” I’d love to talk to you! – Jolene  jolenecf@gmail.com

mailto:Reg11Suggestions@gmail.com
mailto:vienasings@gmail.com
mailto:subscribe-R11NG@yahoogroups.com
mailto:vienasings@gmail.com
mailto:R11MnM-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:lillianzellmer@gmail.com
mailto:jolenecf@gmail.com
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2012 Contest –
Region 11

Region 11 Champions
Agoura Hills Harmony 

Santa Monica • Verdugo Hills 
Chapter-at-Large (R11)

Sally McLeish
Shawnna Bilyeu

Tove Hoch
Jeannie Vercillo

Cachet

2nd Place Medalists
Voices United

Adrienne Cluff
Kaitlyn Phillips

Dede Nibler
Susan Sanders

Caprice
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KMPR

2012 Contest –
Region 11

Cheers!
Road

Trip

3rd Place Medalists
Chapter-at-Large (R11 & R12)

Barbara Gregg
Viena Zeitler
Erin Zeitler

Amanda De Lucia

4th Place Medalists
Central Coast Celebration

Karen Betancourt
Dani Prigge

Debby Reimer
Diane McGrath

5th Place Medalists
Celebrity City • Harborlites

Chapter-at-Large (R21)

Rose Hettinga
Anita Treichel

Prudence Hagan
Jan Sloan
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2012 Contest –
Region 11

ChannelAire
2012 Region 11 Chorus Champions • Mid-Size Chorus Champions

 Bobbette Gantz • Master Director
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2012 Contest –
Region 11

Celebrity City
2nd Place Medalist

Cathie Sturm, Director

Agoura Hills 
Harmony

3rd Place Medalist
Most Improved 

Chorus
Monica Tautkus, Director
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2012 Contest –
Region 11

Verdugo Hills
4th Place Medalist
Tammy Ragsdale, Director

Central Coast 
Celebration

5th Place Medalist
Small Chorus 

Champion
Dani Prigge, Director
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2012 Contest –
Region 11

Audience Choice

ChannelAire Chorus
Bobbette Gantz • Master Director

CachetSally McLeish • Shawnna BilyeuTove Hoch • Jeannie Vercillo

2012  Winners

Sally McLeish • Shawnna BilyeuTove Hoch • Jeannie Vercillo

Agoura Hills 
Harmony

Most Improved 
Chorus (+24)

Monica Tautkus, Director
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2012 Contest –
Region 11

Winners’ Circle Awards

Most Improved Quartet
Road Trip (+95 pts.)

Rose Hettinga • Anita Treichel
Prudence Hagan • Jan Sloan

Most Promising 
Novice Baritone
Naila Taylor
Swirl

Presented by
Ferne Hogan

Most Promising 
Novice Bass
Michelle McGinnis
Such Fun

Presented by
Amanda De Lucia

Sizzle Award
Cachet

Sally McLeish • Shawnna Bilyeu
Tove Hoch • Jeannie Vercillo

No Novice Tenor or Lead
awards given in 2012.
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Order tickets online: 
www.coronetclub.org

The Sweet Adelines International com-
petition in San Antonio starts with a 
bang. Actually, two bangs – one for 
each woman gunned down in front of
the Alamo. Tina Overton, a member
of the same chorus, takes the murders 
personally, and vows to fi nd out what happened.

With the help of Angela – her roommate, “deputy,” and 
fellow chair of the costume committee – Tina goes behind 
the sequins to expose a sinister side of some who live for 
Sweet Adelines. 

While facing hemline emergencies and enduring hotel 
coffee, Tina sifts through catty gossip and dissects covert 
romances in search of motive and opportunity. What she 
fi nds goes to the heart of Sweet Adelines. And when she 
won’t accept the easy answer, Tina becomes a target herself...

Friends from Verdugo Hills in 19XX (l to r): 
Kathy Laderman Wright, Diane Bailey, Peggy 

Terzian, Doreen Philbin, and Lynne Wong

Murder
a Cappella
A Sweet Adelines Mystery

Former VERDUGO HILLS member, 
Diane Bailey, has co-authored a 
murder mystery that takes place 
at a Sweet Adelines International 
Convention. 

Diane’s good friend, Lynne Wong – 
and the inspiration for one of the 
book’s characters! – will have a few 
copies of the 5x8 paperbook book 
for sale at Summer Sizzler. Price is 
$12, and Lynne will accept cash or 
checks (payable to Written World 
Communications).

of the same chorus, takes the murders of the same chorus, takes the murders 
personally, and vows to fi nd out what happened.personally, and vows to fi nd out what happened.

Former 
Diane BaileyDiane Bailey
murder mystery that takes place 
at a Sweet Adelines International 
Convention. 

Diane’s good friend, 
and the inspiration for one of the 
book’s characters! – will have a few 
copies of the 5x8 paperbook book 
for sale at Summer Sizzler. Price is 
$12, and Lynne will accept cash or 
checks (payable to Written World 
Communications).

Or order online: www.amazon.com

http://www.coronetclub.org
http://www.amazon.com
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2012 Contest –
Region 11
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2012 Contest –
Region 11
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2012 Contest –
Region 11
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2012 Contest –
Region 11
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Comments from the
Judges’ Pit...
Region 11 – QUARTET TRENDS
SOUND Category – Janie Macchiaroli
• In general, most singers understand vocal skills but aren’t capable of applying them at varying degrees.
• Many quartets began much stronger in fi rst portion of performance but then became erratic in terms of their performance level.
• Balance of voice parts is often adversely affected when blend is not achieved.
• Breath support/management needs attention in lower-achieving quartets as nerves eroded the breath support of many.

MUSIC Category – Susan Kegley
• Merit as barbershop material – a few “risky” ones; keep looking for ones that showcase you!
• Always work on vocal skills and unit approach to vocal delivery.
• Diligent attention to harmony accuracy within vocal lines to achieve solid, in-tune chords.
• Harmony parts must always highlight and support the melody.
• Most groups had good ideas for interp, pacing and appropriate tempos.
• Learn to deliver tempos with pulse, connection and drive.
• Make sure you choose songs/arrangements that you can handle – different tessituras, high or low voicing, patter tempo changes

EXPRESSION Category – Paula Davis
• Vocal skills are still building!
• Synchronization / unity still problematic for many.
• Vowels generally pretty good!
• Diphthongs still need refi nement.
• No quartet under C Level – good for you! (mostly C+ and above – great!)
• Keep up the education at all levels – it’s working!
• Explore breath energy more. This is lacking at some level in almost every competitor, leading to sync issues,

faltering tempos and even a lack of artistry.
• Expressive plans are mostly all good!  Now they need the vocal skill and breath energy to handle them more artistically.
• Examine forward motion – it’s not faster; it’s an ebb and fl ow of emotional delivery when handled well.

SHOWMANSHIP Category – Bonnie McKibben
• Vocal skills – your good work shows
• Energy – not all understand
• Poise and command – some were wonderful
• Physical expression – some good, some still need development
• Pitch pipe technique – better than last time!
• Costumes – many casual outfi ts vs. STAGE costumes. I was so surprised to see so many casual costumes,
 sometimes coupled with very stagy jewelry.
• Makeup/grooming; many need intensity on cheeks/lips; lots of fl y away hair.
• Many groups still need help understanding characterization.
• Many groups self sabotaged themselves by showing signs of insecurity (looking at members of quartet for reassurance)

Comments from theComments from theComments from theComments from the

2012 Contest –
Region 11
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Region 11 – CHORUS TRENDS
Sound Category – Janie Macchiaroli
• In-section unity needs attention in lower-achieving choruses.
• Vocal skills (surprise!) need to become second-nature – they are all the keys to the kingdom.
• All 5 components need some educational time, but especially posture and breathing.
• For higher achieving choruses, they need to know more about allowing the artistry to emerge… 

and risk taking!

Music Category – Susan Kegley
• Pretty good song choices. Use of songs from the new folios is admirable and appreciated.
• All choruses continue to make vocal skills fi rst priority; it is necessary to achieve higher levels 

no matter what level you are now.
• A number of choruses need to develop skill and understanding of barbershop style; chord balance 

unique to our style, tempo delivery within pulse, and drive and attention to tuning.
• Work to achieve more consistent levels all through the song.
• Avoid doing an intro and/or tag well, and not so well on the rest of the song.
• Keep working on it and perhaps choose another song that can showcase your strengths.
• High-level groups can work towards planning bigger interp. plans as they improve their vocal skills. 

Expression Category – Paula Davis
• Vocal Skills: a broad spectrum of skills with opportunity

for all to learn more by teaching others?
• Develop energy, fi nesse and artistry, characterization,

emotional communication.
• Mostly good expressive plans now need a higher

developed vocal skills and breath energy to accomplish
them with greater success.

• You are a beautiful example of small and mid-size
choruses that sing really well! Share how you’ve learned
to accomplish that with your lesser achieving groups.
Keeping the joy and fi nding the fun in meeting the 
challenge – may everyone drink this Kool-Aid!

• Revisit target vowels/diphthongs, even at upper levels. 
Artistry is at the end of this journey.

• Forward motion is still a mystery to many. Expressive
performance doesn’t happen without it.

Showmanship – Bonnie McKibben
• Vocal Skills – good work apparent on larger groups.
• Many choruses are not sure what core performance

energy is.
• Many still struggling with character development.
• Some choruses mistaking exuberance for energy.
• Wonderful that some are not hesitant to take a risk.
• Wonderful array of directors! Some amazing folks here!
• Costumes – overall better than quartets.
• Makeup/grooming – most needed attention; enhanced 

blush and lip intensity.

More
comments
from the
Judges’ Pit...
comments
from the
Judges’ Pit...

2012 Contest –
Region 11

PLACE QUARTET SCORE

1 Cachet 592
2 Caprice 588
3 Cheers! 567
4 KMPR 556
5 Road Trip 532
6 Nova 498
7 Sierra 

Sound
489

8 Ooh La La 489
9 OMG!! 453
10 Swirl 444

2012
Contest Scores PLACE CHORUS SCORE

1 ChannelAire 602
2 Celebrity City 586
3 Agoura Hills 

Harmony
567

4 Verdugo Hills 560
5 Central Coast 

Celebration
503

6 Voices United 494
7 L.A. South 

Towns Show
485

8 Antelope Valley 
Showcase

482

9 High Sierra 393
10 Pacifi c Horizon 378
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Chorus
News

San Luis Obispo, CA

Pacific
Horizon

Pismo Beach, CAFollowing a regional competi-
tion blue ribbon in the Small 
Chorus Division (plus 5th over-
all), AND the addition of new 
members Janine Jenson and 
Della Dreese, CELEBRATION 
CHORUS is fl ying high!!

We installed a 
new Board with as-
sistance of the de-
lightful Linda Kelly 
… with a Cinco de 
Mayo theme that 
was quite festive. 
Then the Board 
jumped right into 
their duties by hook-
ing us up with our 
FAB coaches Jeff 
and Patty Cobb Baker for our next retreat, and planning strategy for 2013 
regional weekend (afterall, you can NEVER start toooo early right?)

We’ve revamped our chorus FaceBook page and getting a lot of positive 
response about it, so be sure to check it out at www.celebration-chorus.com.  
It’s an interesting way to fi nd out what were up to.

We were overjoyed that more than half the chorus attended AHA in 
Orange County (yay), so we’re getting everyone else involved in the tools 
we learned!  And of course with Vocal Gold a part of every rehearsal, and 
classes at Summer Sizzler, we’re going to keep the momentum building!

Next up? Our annual show on September 8 – Alice in Barbershop Land.  
Production is well underway, it promises to be quite entertaining and tickets 
are available NOW!

With growing numbers, amazing coaches, a phenomenal director (thanks 
Dani), and newly forming quartets, CELEBRATION CHORUS is having a won-
derful summer season and heading into “the fi nal frontier” of 2012. Speaking 
of 2012, hats off and break a lip in Denver to all our regional competitors – 
CACHET, TOUCHÉ, GLITTER, and SANTA MONICA. – Diane McGrath

We welcomed 3 new members: Supriti Nnadi, 
who sings bass, and singing lead Maria Gullotti, 
”Mau” and Ellie Ross. We’re excited to welcome 
our new members and are looking for more!

We send a belated thanks for our coaches from 
last year, Mary Ashford and Bobbette Gantz. 
You always bring out the best in our chorus!!

Our dual members enjoyed camaraderie with 
the TRI CITY SOUND at rehearsals and at contest, 
and will do it again this year. We are learning new 
music and looking forward to contest in 2013.

The summer has been busy for PHC, perform-
ing for various groups and events around town. 
We lost long-time member, Judith Morris Kelley. 
We sang at her memorial in early June.

We’ve enjoyed singing at San Luis Blues base-
ball games and making new friends. Nothing like a 
balmy afternoon of “America’s Favorite Past Time”.

A “Fall Tea” is in the works for October with “tea 
and crumpets”. Stay tuned for more details.

Installation night was fun and the new team is 
operational for the new year. Congratulations to 
our “Sweet Adeline of the Year”, Thelma Ervine.

Many of us also attended TRI CITY SOUND’s 
Installation Night and came away singing.

Good Luck to all our Region 11 quartets and 
chorus going to Denver. – Nancy Gulliver

KERN VALLEY wants to 
wish our sisters going to 
Denver a wonderful trip, and 
the best performance ever to 
our special SANTA MONICA, 
CACHET, TOUCHÉ and GLITTER. We are even 
going to have two of our members there. Kay and 
Linda will be bringing our best to all of you.

We did not compete last spring because we 
have been focusing on membership. We are 
happy to say we got Lindsay, Lily and Mariska, 
hopefully a member by the time you read this. 

We performed our new show, “The Wonderful 
Wigsworth Flying Circus” in May (reprise in 
November), and we celebrated our 40th birthday 
July 7 with a great crowd. We had skits, cake walk, 
musical chairs, lots of singing, and we taught the 
audience to sing “Happy Birthday” to us. 

Cheryl and Francine had a great time at AHA, 
along with lots of other Sweet Adelines. We are 
excited to be at the Summer Sizzler. Our team 
leader, Debby, cannot be there because her won-
derful son, Kyle, is getting married on Saturday.

Kern Valley, CA

NEW! Seminar Sourcebook!
Look for your copy of the new Region 11 Seminar 
Sourcebook at the Registration table in Bakersfi eld. 
It’s the Seminar program combined with all the class
handouts for the weekend in one handy reference
book! Write all your class notes and scribbles right
in your SourceBook and fi le it when you get home in
an easy-to-fi nd, all-in-one-place textbook for singers!
Missed putting your fl yer in the Sourcebook for
Summer Sizzler? Make plans now to include an
insert to be seen by 300+ Fall Festival attendees:
– $25 insertion fee for Region 11 choruses/quartets
– $50 insertion fee for non-Region 11 choruses/quartets, and outside groups
– You supply 350 copies of your 8.5” x 11” fl yers (either color or black/white)

Watch the R11NG for announcement of upcoming deadline dates!

SourcebookSeminar

Betty
Clipman

Hostess Chorus: Golden SandsAugust 2-5, 2012 • Bakersfield

Market your chorus event,
fundraiser, or your own business!

http://www.celebration-chorus.com
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Bishop, CA

It never slows down after contest. Yeah for us ... we raised our score, 
which was our goal.  

Our show was in April and we were lucky to have KMPR to entertain our 
audience. Thank you ladies – it was a fun. 

Installation of offi cers as always, was a wonderful occasion. Our last Team 
did such a good job, they were elected for another term. Congratulations to 
Jeannine Griffith for receiving our Sweet Adeline of the Year award.  

The Mule Days committee asked us to sing the National Anthem at the 
opening show Saturday night. They liked us so much, they have already 
asked us to sing next year! Bishop High School senior, Giacomo Timbrello 
was the recipient of our scholarship. His mother, Sonia Harvey sings in our 
chorus. He has been accepted at Berkley College in Boston. 

Lou Ann Stehlik and Susan Daughenbaugh attended A Cappella 
Harmony Academy and have been sharing their knowledge. The fun and 
educational Summer Sizzler is the premiere of our new Novice Quartet, 
EASTSIDE STYLE with Lou Ann Stehlik, Susan Daughenbaugh, Pat 
Gooch and Marilyn Oltmans. Congratulations ladies, you make us proud.  

At this time, we have 7 members going to Denver. We would also like to 
welcome back returning member Pat Gooch. Thanks Pat, you’ve been a 
lifesaver! – Reta Zollars

Bishop, CABishop, CA

Chorus
News

Agoura Hills, CA

Most Improved Chorus and 
3rd Place – WOW! We were 
thrilled to achieve our 2012 goals. 
We recently had a goal planning 
session for 2013+.

Contest is over and we’re re-
laxing this summer ... NOT! 
After contest, we jumped into planning our “PASTAbilities” fundraiser/dinner 
show for our friends, SANTA MONICA CHORUS. The brainchild of our director, 
Monica Tautkus, and with Debbie Muffoletto leading the way, 200+ guests 
enjoyed great homemade pasta and fantastic singing! Both choruses per-
formed, as did several chapter quartets. We were pleased to add $1,550 to 
SANTA MONICA’s Denver fund. 

Four new leads have joined us since contest: Pam Sempreviva-Torkay, 
Debbie Curtis, Carol Higgins and Brande Manning. And several other 
guests are in the pipeline! It’s defi nitely an exciting time at AHH! 

In May, Ro Rush and Jeannette Nagy put together an amazing Luncheon/
Fashion Show. Our new member, Carol, attended as the manager of Dress 
Barn (who supplied the fashions), and got hooked! In June we had our annual 
Family Picnic/Auction. Thanks to Debbie Muffoletto for planning this fun event! 
And thanks to Maureen Kaye for organizing another successful garage sale.

Two weeks ago we sent Monica and Debbie Curtis (our new Visual Team 
chair) to AHA, and now we’re here in Bakersfi eld at Monica’s fi rst seminar as 
our new Region 11 Education Coordinator. 

Next up is coaching with Lynne Smith and Shirley Kout in preparation 
for our 20th Anniversary Show on October 7. Join us as we reunite with our 
AHH!-lumni singers, share video memories, and remember our favorite 
songs from the past 20 years. Our website has details: www.ahhchorus.net. 

Good luck to AHH!’s novice quartets this weekend. We send best wishes 
to our Sally McLeish and her CACHET friends in Denver in October. Also 
good luck to our favorite YWIH girls (and AHH! members) in GLITTER! And 
of course, we’ll be cheering for SANTA MONICA and TOUCHÉ!

Torrance, CA

We had a great time putting on our revue, 
“Night and Day,” on May 17, to a packed the-
atre. Our featured performers included READY 
WILLING AND MABEL, and our special guests, 
139TH STREET QUARTET, came out of retire-
ment to sing on the show. The chorus wowed 
the Thursday night sold-out audience! Five of 
our chapter quartets also sang: AFTER FIVE, 
INSTANT MIX, MONDAY NIGHT LIVE, THE 
SEROTONINS, and SUGAR & SPICE. 

We recently held our annual yard sale fundraiser. 
Funny, but we seem to be some of our own best 
customers! The following Monday night, we had 
our traditional Runway Fashion Show with mem-
bers modeling items bought at the sale. Someone 
had left their sunglasses, and a sack of groceries 
at the sale – and they were auctioned off!

A group of chorus members toured the former 
home of Hollywood legend Busby Berkeley,and 
enjoyed lunch arranged by member Barbara 
Wieland, and sang songs and tags in the foyer 
before heading to nearby USC for the fantastic 
WESTMINSTER CHORUS 10th Anniversary show. 
Lots of familiar Region 11 faces in the audience!

Our script team has been hard at work on our 
next fun musical adventure, scheduled for a mati-
nee performance on November 18 at the beautiful 
James Armstrong Theatre in Torrance. Save the 
date! You won’t want to miss this entertaining show!

 We wish good luck to all of our Region 11 
representatives in Denver – SANTA MONICA 
CHORUS, CACHET, TOUCHÉ, and GLITTER. 
Enjoy the experience! We’ll be rooting for you! 

– Gini Gluck

Joan Thompson of 
L.A. SOUTH TOWNS 
SHOW CHORUS 
was featured in a 
recent issue of the 
National Education 
Association’s retired 
teacher magazine. 

To read the article, go to:
http://www.nea.org/home/50623.htm

Region 11 Sweet Adeline
featured in 

National Publication!

http://www.ahhchorus.net
http://www.nea.org/home/50623.htm
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Lancaster, CAChorus
News

Las Vegas, NV

ANTELOPE VALLEY SHOWCASE CHORUS has 
had a busy summer season. We have completed 
our Patriotic Chorus membership drive with per-
formances June 30 and July 4 at the Lancaster 
Jet Hawks baseball games, and, also, at the 
Lancaster Elks Club on July 3. It was inspiring for 
all of us and will hopefully result in several new 
members for our chorus.

We are also preparing for our September 14-15 
annual show, “It Starts with One Voice”. Watch for 
more information here at Summer Sizzler about 
this fabulous show, and in the upcoming weeks.

We will be welcoming the fantastic Diane 
Porsch for a weekend retreat in October for a 
marathon coaching session. We have every 
expectation of coming out of that experience with 
renewed motivation and tools for advancing our 
musical product on many levels.

AVSC wishes the very best of luck to our 
Denver competitors: SANTA MONICA CHORUS, 
CACHET, TOUCHÉ (with our good friend, Patty 
Cobb Baker), and, or course, GLITTER, our Young 
Women in Harmony entrant. We know we will be 
so proud of them! – Ann Layton

We are all fi red up about the 
exciting events of this year. To 
celebrate our 50th anniversary, we 
are hosting a glamorous gala on 
December 1 at South Point Hotel/
Casino. There will be fi ne dining, 
dancing, a silent auction (offering a 
3-day stay at South Point), and singing entertainment, so save the date!

Sparks fl ew while performing at The Lamb of God, Our Lady of Las Vegas, 
and Green Valley Presbyterian. The audiences enjoyed our patriotic pieces 
and our Las Vegas theme song. Quartets GLORYGALS and SUCH FUN were 
very entertaining.

To continue our fundraising, Jeanne Mills and her team created and sold 
colorful windwands for our Henderson parades. Shiny streamers could be 
seen from afar and helped spectators celebrate their patriotism. We also sup-
ported the Girl Scouts of America and performed for their Ice Cream Social.  

Firecracker Cindy Hansen changed our world, teaming up with our dyna-
mite director, Cathie Sturm. They ignited our passion for singing and dancing, 
and redefi ned the spirit of our chorus, enhancing our body energy and sassy 
attitude. We are looking forward to future coaching with her.

Every Tuesday night, our red-hot director revs us up to burn up the town, 
creating fi reworks of our own. By the end of the night, we feel like shooting 
stars! We have much to be thankful for and a lot to look forward to. 

Speaking of fi reworks, we look forward to SANTA MONICA and CACHET 
lighting up the stage in Denver with their performances. Our congratulations 
and best wishes as you take the Interrnational stage! – Carole McSimov

Fresno, CA

We are happy to be back in Bakersfi eld for 
Summer Sizzler. We have added a new member 
since we last were here in March. Mary Jo Stott 
will now be singing lead with our chorus. She is a 
fabulous addition to our family.

Aja Gill-Dyangko, bass in VU and with the 
CHICKLETTES, received a $250 scholarship from 
VU upon her graduation from Roosevelt School of 
the Arts high school in June. Her lovely voice and 
youthful enthusiasm are inspiring. 

We have been busy working on 2 new contest 
songs and polishing our rep for our Wine, Women 
and Song show on September 8. We have 
also been performing for our community at the 
Riverpark Farmer’s market. 

This weekend we are happy to have last year’s 
YWIH Region 11 winners, CHICKLETTES, with 
us here for one last time before they head off to 
colleges around the state. They want to send off 
our new YWIH quartet, GLITTER, with their best 
wishes for a phenomenal experience. Best of 
luck to SANTA MONICA CHORUS, CACHET and 
TOUCHÉ. We know you will represent Region 11 
well. We look forward to hearing you all either in 
person or via the webcast. 

We’d like to wish all the novice quartets, and 
especially our own Adrienne, Gena, Clari and 
Bea, lots of fun as they perform for us this week-
end. – Susan Sanders

Sherman Oaks, CAThe amazing RIVEROAKS garage sale is a 
regular institution in the summer.  Who knew we 
all had so much junk destined to become other 
people’s treasures? Garage sales are fabulous 
moneymakers since there is no overhead and 
all it takes is some volunteer elbow grease. We 
have a real advantage because KJ Brown’s 
honey, Jim. He is a garage sale guru! We rake 
in around $1000 every year because of his 
expertise. 

And what do we use that for? Coaching! The talented Chris Robertson 
visited us and shared some of her tricks of the trade. We may look odd, 
ticking off the notes down our arm and then grabbing the next breath before 
starting the next line, but it really helps to keep the pitch up. 

We bought some audio equipment through our brilliant tech director, 
Terry (another husband!). Then, we had an outdoor singout at the St. 
Francis Xavier Church Faire, and used the new mics and overhead stands 
for the fi rst time. We are also in the process of recording a new demo CD 
refl ecting the new make up of the chorus.  

Speaking of new members, welcome to: Diana Brown (lead), Laurie 
Scarpelli (lead) and Juli Pritchard (bari). That makes 9 new members in 
the last year! Booyah! – Katy Theodore
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Glendale, CA

Chorus
NewsLompoc, CA

Our chorus has been working with the PACIFIC 
HORIZON on next year’s Competition package. 
Our dual members are having a blast together. 
Speaking of having a blast together, we attended 
each others Installation Dinners. 

We said goodbye to members Jennifer and 
Erica Best, Ella Craig, and Connie and Barbara 
Burns. We wish them all the best in their future 
endeavors. 

We congratulate our director, Barbara Nigh, 
on receipt of this year’s Sweet Adeline of the Year Award. Barbara works 
tirelessly and cheerfully for us as she has for 30+ years. She is shown here 
receiving her award from our President/Team Leader, Dyanna Cridelich. 

Our quartet, SWINGTIME (Barbara Nigh, Cindy Pilios, Linda Hicks and 
Lyndell Penney) performed for the St. Andrew United Methodist Church 
Summer Fest On The Green in June. What a great feeling to be singing on 
a stage in a venue similar to what Barbara compared as the outdoor stages 
with microphones used by entertainers singing for the troops in Viet Nam. It 
was a wonderful community outreach opportunity. 

Finally, we wish the best experience for International competitors, SANTA 
MONICA CHORUS, CACHET, TOUCHÉ and GLITTER. – Lyndell Penney

Ridgecrest, CA

Singing Sands
(Prospective)

We are thrilled to be Region 11’s newest chapter! We sent our charting 
paperwork to SAI on May 17 and since that time we’ve added a new lead, 
Katherine Hu, AND she is also our Performance Coordinator. That means 
we’ll charter with 17 members plus our director! We are still waiting for of-
fi cial word, but are expecting to be chartered by Summer Sizzler!

We are planning a charter show for the fall (date TBD) and we hope you 
will all be able to come! We are working on collaborating with our neigh-
boring sister choruses (KERN VALLEY, HIGH SIERRA and ANTELOPE 
VALLEY SHOWCASE) for our show and other future events as well!

In May we held our fi rst Installation and Awards Dinner. Debbie Curtis 
was our amazing installing offi cer and Marie McArtor was awarded the 
“Founders Award”. Other award winners were: Sizzle Award – Jennie 
Spurling, Service Award – Kathy Armstrong, and Sweet Adeline 
of the Year – Georgia Klassen. 

We are proud to have a novice quartet competing this weekend. 
SANDALOUS is made up of Jennie Spurling (bari), Micki Edge-Obergfell 
(bass), Victoria Suppes (tenor) and our director, Jolene Forzetting (lead).

As we continue to grow and learn new skills under Jolene’s passion-
ate leadership, 
we have a lot of 
fun together with 
crazy hat night, 
line dancing, sing-
ing for the com-
munity and lots of 
laughter!

Good luck to 
all competitors 
this weekend – 
we’ll see you in 
Bakersfi eld!

Summertime and the livin' is easy! But not for 
the singers of VERDUGO HILLS. We are working 
hard  and the hard work is a joy!

Our new director, Tammy Ragsdale, has been 
with us for 6 months and we have had such fun!  
In May, we had the privilege of hosting our 8th an-
nual A Cappella Scholarship Festival and, through 
the generosity of a grant from the John C. Hench 
Foundation, were able to award $15,000 in schol-
arships to 5 middle schools and 7 high schools in 
the LA area. We are already excited about host-
ing our 9th annual contest on May 18, 2013!

It was a wonderful experience to perform for the 
Women of Achievement in the Armed Forces. In 
this special event honoring courage and com-
mitment by these fi ne women, there wasn't a dry 
eye in the house as we sang a stirring rendition of 
“God Bless the USA”.

We are looking forward to our annual Ice Cream 
Social, "Sundaes In The Park", on Saturday, 
August 18 at 2:00 pm. at Westminster Church on 
Lake Ave. in Pasadena. Everyone is invited to an 
afternoon of harmony and ice cream!

We have enjoyed the coaching expertise of Alan 
Gordon and Bobbette Gantz and love transferring 
what we've learned to our brand new music!

As they gear up to represent Region 11 at the 
International contest in Denver, we add our sin-
cere good wishes to SANTA MONICA CHORUS, 
CACHET (with a special burst of pride for  our own 
Jeannie Vercillo!), TOUCHÉ and our YWIH win-
ners, GLITTER! – Penny Parisi

SOUTHLAND HARMONY is still meeting week-
ly and enjoying every minute!  We have added 2 
new 30-year old members: Mayra Gonzalez and 
Raquel Flores. They fi t right in and love singing 
barbershop. They couldn't come to Summer 
Sizzler, but hopefully they'll be at Fall Festival.  
Our dear Melody Carter has moved to Las Vegas, 
and we sure miss her! She will come and visit 
from time to time. Plans are in the works to have 
a Holiday Chorus, inviting the ladies from the 
church where we meet and others from the com-
munity. We hope to grow to 20 members by the 
end of the fi scal year. Who knows, we might even 
compete in the Spring! – Gail Barrena 

Downey, CA

Southland 
Harmony
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Santa Monica, CA
Chorus
News

What a fantastic time we’re having in preparation for International 
this Fall. Our chorus is like a garden, and each rehearsal and coach-
ing session makes us grow better and brighter! We’ve been thriving 
under the tutelage of Alan Gordon all summer long. At Summer 
Sizzler, we’re oh-so-excited to be critiqued by master musical artist, 
Betty Clipman. Doreen Philbin will polish our visual style later this 
August. Our new costumes make their debut at Summer Sizzler

One of the best Sweet Adelines experiences we’ve ever had was 
the AGOURA HILLS HARMONY CHORUS fundraiser “PASTAbilities”. 
Our AHH! sisters put this entire show together and then generously 
gave us all the proceeds to help our chorus travel the road to 
Denver. Attended by Sweet Adelines from all over Region 11, the 
venue was fi lled with our region’s special brand of camaraderie, love 
and harmony. Thank you forever and always, AHH! Our own in-
house “blue marble lottery”, garage sale, charms and boutique sales 
are also adding to our Denver coffers. Come visit our boutique at 
Summer Sizzler!

We so enjoyed hosting Contest weekend last March. It was a 
marvelous opportunity for us to meet you all individually. Leaving 
Bakersfi eld for Santa Monica, however, posed a bit of a problem 
with a snow storm pummeling us on the Grapevine. Oh, speaking of 
“Grapevine”, our chorus show is October 6. Come see the connection!

We are honored and delighted to join our Region 11 Quartet 
Champions, CACHET, YWIH’s GLITTER, and TOUCHÉ in represent-
ing our great region at International. And weekend, good luck to 
all the competing novice quartets – especially to our own Carolyn 
Yoshida in SUMMER CRAZE. Let the songs begin! – Patti Nugent

Long Beach, CA

Many hugs and wishes from the 
GOLDEN SANDS Beach Girls go 
out to all of our Region 11 Denver 
competitors – SANTA MONICA 
CHORUS and our wonderful 
quartets, CACHET, TOUCHÉ 
and GLITTER (YWIH).  A special 
“break a lip” goes out to TOUCHÉ, 
of course, as our new co-director, Patty Cobb Baker, is a member of 
this fabulous quartet.

2012 has been a very up and down* year for us so far. When we 
lost our beloved director, Linda Kelly, we all felt a little bit like lost 
sheep without a shepherd. But, after an extensive search, we were 
thrilled to fi nd not one but TWO great directors in Patty Cobb Baker 
and Chris Robertson!

Under their leadership we’ve been steadily moving forward, con-
centrating on the chorus united sound production. Patty has been 
using her Vocal Gold package to refresh the basics and show us 
new ways to achieve a consistently unifi ed sound. Chris and Patty 
make a great team – reinforcing each other’s ideas with the chorus 
and each sharing their particular strengths with us as well. We are 
very excited for our future under the leadership of these accom-
plished and talented women!

We performed at the Long Beach Performing Arts Carpenter Center 
as the guest chorus of the Ray Shine Choir and received a rousing 
request for an encore! This was Chris’ fi rst performance as our direc-
tor and was as thrilled (and surprised) as we were! Our performance 
at the Scottish Rite Event Center was also very well received.

As the host of this weekend’s fun and educational event, we’re 
preparing to shock and awe everyone with our newly acquired skills!  
Hope you’ll all be there to join in the festivities! It’s great to be a 
Beach Girl!!  – Lillian Zellmer

Region 11
at the A Cappella Harmony 
Academy (AHA)  July 19-22 • Orange, CA
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Bakersfi eld, CA

Camarillo, CACamarillo, CACamarillo, CA

Chorus
News

We are THRILLED BEYOND WORDS to be the 2012 Midsize and Overall 
Champions of Region 11. Congratulations to every chorus who competed. 
You all ROCKED! Special congratulations to CACHET and wishing you 
the best with your preparations for Denver. Special thanks to our amazing 
coaches Diane Porsch and Alan Gordon. 

We are so excited to be competing at Harmony Classic in Hawaii next 
year. It feels like such a fun and different opportunity that when we received 
the invitation, we couldn’t resist saying YES!!

After contest, we held a Global Open House offering voice lessons. 
Several guests joined to our delight. In May we enjoyed performing at the 
Family Festival in the Park, Ventura. We celebrated the installation of our 
new management team with a great potluck and the always amazing, enter-
taining Marcia Bosma. Our Patriotic Chorus started in May, and we’ve had 
many guests come to sing with us for our summer patriotic performances.

The highlight of the last 3 months was our 50th anniversary party held 
at Spanish Hills Country Club in Camarillo. The festivities opened with the 
singing of “Celebration” followed by the showing of a DVD of 50 years of the 
chorus history, lunch and a fashion show by ColdWater Creek and of course, 
more singing!  Over 200 attendees celebrated the history and the future of 
CHANNELAIRE CHORUS. It was an extraordinary event. – Jennifer Hone

Singing together at 
our 50th anniversary 

party (l to r): 

Ruthie McAllister 
Susan Zukowski 

Dorothy Berzman
Kris Lundquist 

Judi Crowley
Judy Ashmore

Marie Hampton

The Door is Open...

We welcome Eric Dyer as our director. He is a 
music teacher at Highland High School in Bakersfi eld. 
We also welcome prospective members Laura 
Fuller, Victora Espino, and Brittany Grissom. 

Our novice quartet is SOFT TOUCH with Cat 
David, Terrie Dasher, Linda Ott, and Carolyn 
vanBenthuysen. 

Thanks to the RMT for visiting our chorus with 
helpful suggestions.

Our 1st annual spaghetti dinner was held June 30. 
The day of the event was fi lled with laughter and 
tears. The Grissom kitchen opened around noon. 
Susan Johnson arrived with the food soon joined 
by Linda Ott and Terrie Dasher. Head chef Ray 
Grissom ordered the sous chefs to start slicing 
and dicing. The laughter could be heard for 
blocks – Terrie was the onion chopper (therefore 
the crying). Tamara Shimmin was at her house 
making more desserts for the Dessert auction. 
Bob Shimmin was at the venue arranging the 
tables. Debbie Gorsching was directing her crew, 
arranging tablecloths and decorations – checked 
table covers and fresh grapes. Carolyn vanBen-
thuysen was head salad and bread maker. As 
time continued we began to rehearse and the 
guests were arriving early so we went outside in 
the semi-hot Bakersfi eld heat to “warmup”. Do 
we have enough prepared as we saw all those 
people coming through the doors? Do we have 
enough seating? The questions kept coming as 
the doors kept swinging. Grandchildren arrived to 
the rescue and did all the serving. A successful 
fundraiser and we want to do it again.

 SOUTH VALLEY SOUND says “break a lip” to 
our International competitors: SANTA MONICA 
CHORUS, CACHET,TOUCHÉ, and GLITTER. 

– Elayne Grissom

These chorus coaching sessions are 
open to anyone who would like to 
come and watch.
(A current list will 
now be posted on
the Region 11 
website.) As a 
courtesy, consider 
letting the Director or 
Team Coordinator/
President know 
ahead of time that 
you’re planning to 
visit them.

Agoura Hills Harmony .............. Sept. 8 .............Lynne Smith
Agoura Hills Harmony .............. Oct. 6 ...............Shirley Kout
Agoura Hills Harmony .............. Jan. 18-20 ........Shirley Kout/Lynne Smith
Agoura Hills Harmony .............. Feb. 12 ............Shirley Kout

Antelope Valley Showcase ...... Oct. 19-21 ........Diane Porsch
Antelope Valley Showcase ...... Jan. 25-27 ........Diane Porsch

Central Coast Celebration ....... Sept. 29 ...........Patty Cobb Baker

ChannelAire .............................. Aug. 11 ............Diane Porsch
ChannelAire .............................. Oct. 16 .............Alan Gordon
ChannelAire .............................. Nov. 10 ............Betty Clipman
ChannelAire .............................. Feb. 8-9 ...........Alan Gordon

Golden Sands ........................... Jan. 18-20 ........Pam Pieson

Santa Monica ............................ Jan. 22 .............Mo Field
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Cachet
Sally McLeish
Shawnna Bilyeu
Tove Hoch
Jeannie Vercillo

CachetCachetCachet

Quartet
News

KMPR
Karen Betancourt
Dani Prigge
Debby Reimer
Diane McGrath

Hot Topic
Penny Parisi

Patti Loitz
Dee Cardello

Ellen Totleben

HOT TOPIC is delighted to introduce our new 
Baritone... Dee Cardello. Dee is a 2nd-generation 
Sweet Adeline and is no novice to quartet singing. 
She sings a mean bari and adds fun, talent and 
personality to our kooky blend ... a joy!!!  

We are learning lots of new music, buying lots 
of new outfi ts and having a ball! Whether just 
singing for friends in Patti’s backyard or per-
forming on the VERDUGO HILLS SHOWTIME 
CHORUS Ice Cream Social show, the love of our 
hobby is clearly making us all higher than a kite... 
wait... a natural high, that is!!!  

It’s going to be a fabulous year and we look for-
ward to singing for all of you.  Oh, and best of all, 
we are a 100% chapter quartet! How cool is that?

KMPR was thrilled to be 
named Region 11’s 4th place 
medalist in March! We contin-
ue our journey of singing well, 
and entertaining audiences. 

In May our second trip to 
Disneyland together created 
a special memory. We were 
at the head of the line on a 
ride when it broke down. There was a 20-minute delay announced. The ride 
loader explained we could stay in line or come back later, and then said, “I’d 
sing for you, but, you don’t want to hear that.” Of course, we piped up and 
said, “We’ll sing!” We proceeded to entertain the line for the next 20 minutes 
with some of our rep. Not a single person waiting left the line, and we got 
special recognition from the Disneyland staff for helping them out of a jam. 

All four of us attended A Cappella Harmony Academy, and came away 
with heads chock-full of great information. About half of our chorus attended 
AHA as well. Look out for CELEBRATION CHORUS! 

We look forward to singing on 
CELEBRATION’s annual show on 
September 8. You don’t want to miss 
Alice in Barbershop Land – it’s gonna 
be a lot of fun and good singing!

KMPR wishes all our Denver-
bound contestants the most awe-
some International experience. 
SANTA MONICA CHORUS, CACHET, 
TOUCHÉ (a special shout-out to our 
coach extraordinaire, Patty Cobb 
Baker!), and GLITTER – catch the 
stage on fi re!

We are so proud to be 
representing Region 11 as 
your quartet champions in 
Denver, along with the SANTA 
MONICA CHORUS and 
GLITTER! 

Hope to see you all at 
Summer Sizzler where we 
will be performing our Denver 
packages on the WINNERS’ CIRCLE show Saturday night and available for 
you to sing with us at the afterglow for only $5! We will have the privilege 
of having breakfast with our new regional novice quartet champs Saturday 
morning and also being coached in front of all of you by the incredible 
Betty Clipman.  

Please stop by our table at the Harmony Bizarre and bid on our silent 
auction items. We will also be selling tickets for the exciting fundraising 
raffl e we are doing with monthly prizes from now until Denver.

We have been busy performing on various shows since we last saw 
you and we continue to work with our wonderful coaching team: Judy 
Ashmore, Alan Gordon, Shirley Kout, Laura Pallas, and Lynne Smith.  
We are so blessed to have the support of these amazingly talented 
teachers as well as all of our Region as we work toward our fi rst 
International competition.

Best of luck to all of the competing Novice quartets. See you there!

High-Tide
Joyce Spillane
Katherine Mitchell
Maureen Coleman
Lillian Zellmer

We were honored to perform at the 90th birthday 
celebration for an Emeritus of GOLDEN SANDS 
CHORUS, Sally Hecathorn-Kittredge. What fun 
to sing for (and with) several generations of Sweet 
Adelines! Thanks, Barbara Hennessy, for inviting 
us to sing for your mom on her special day!

Chord Club, an a capella open-mic night sponsored 
by READY, WILLING & MABEL continues to 
be one of our favorites! Chord Club is held in 
Hermosa Beach on the last Sunday of the month. 
Plan a road trip this summer and come on down 
to Southern California! Bring your quartet and 
take advantage of a chance to sing for a room full 
of barbershop lovers! You’ll be glad you did!

L.A. SOUTH TOWNS SHOW CHORUS invited us 
to install their new Management Team in April… 
Polynesian style! Just in from our “imaginary” 
World Tour, we performed songs from around the 
globe. It was great fun! Aloha, LASTS!

We also performed for the Long Beach Scottish 
Rite Fraternity in the GOLDEN SANDS show and 
at our own Installation of Offi cers dinner held at 
Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel.

We send our best to all the Denver-bound 
competitors representing Region 11! Here’s a big 
High-Five from HIGH-TIDE to SANTA MONICA 
CHORUS, CACHET, and GLITTER. And, of course, 
we’d certainly love to see a big, glittery crown 
on the head of our new co-director, Patty Cobb 
Baker who’s singing with TOUCHÉ. Go get ‘em!
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OMG!!
Debbie Curtis
Carol Higgins
Monica Tautkus
Diane Luster

After a 3-month search, OMG!! is fi nally a FOURSOME again – OMG!! 2.0! 
We are so excited to introduce our Lead, Carol Higgins. We fi rst met Carol 
when she attended AGOURA HILLS HARMONY’s Fashion Show as the Dress 
Barn consultant supplying the fashions. She came to AHH!’s next rehearsal 
and has joined the chorus (as has Debbie). Then came OMG!! auditions, and 
now we’re an ALL-CHAPTER 
quartet! We had the chance to 
sing with many fantastic Leads, 
and we appreciate your interest 
and time!

During the audition process, 
we also had 3 performances 
to do. First, we were the 
Installing Offi cers for GOLDEN 
SANDS’ Installation. It was 
our last performance with our 
previous Lead, Lee Hays, who 
we miss seeing on a regular 
basis. Then came the AHH! Fashion Show – Tina Rowley graciously fi lled in 
as our Lead on 2 songs. In June, we sang again at the Port Hueneme “Relay 
For Life” event. Megan Ruth stepped into the vacant Lead slot and sang her 
heart out! 

International is just 12 weeks away – we know our Denver competitors 
are busy with fi nal preparations. We send our special “good luck” wishes 
to AHH!’s two representatives: GLITTER (with AHH! members, Beth, Kate 
and Megan), and CACHET (with Sally). And we send “queenly” wishes to 
Patty Cobb Baker with TOUCHÉ and love to our friends in SANTA MONICA 
CHORUS! As a side note, Debbie and Monica will be cheering on their former 
chorus, HARBORLITES, too!

We will all be in Bakersfi eld together for Summer Sizzler, and would love to 
introduce you to Carol and sing the one song we know!

OMG!!OMG!!

Quartet
News

KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS... 

• R11NG (REGION 11 E-GROUP) ........................R11NG-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
• SING (SWEET ADELINE E-GROUP) ...................sweetadelinesint-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To become a member of either e-group, send an email to the address listed. Please 
include your name and chorus in the body of the email! All emails are moderated to 
vir tually eliminate spam messages.

R11NG

SING

Caprice
Adrienne Cluff
Kaitlyn Phillips
Dede Nibler
Susan Sanders

CAPRICE is looking forward to seeing friends 
and receiving some great coaching this weekend 
from our guest faculty. We are fortunate to be part 
of a region that provides so many educational 
experiences to help us grow as performers.  

Our lead, Kaitlyn Phillips, is 9-months preg-
nant, so we’re hoping she makes it through the 
coaching session before giving birth!  

We’d like to take this opportunity to wish 
Region 11 quartets, CACHET and GLITTER, good 
luck in Denver. We also want to wish our friends 
in the SANTA MONICA CHORUS a fabulous 
International contest experience. We are so very 
proud of all of you. Go Region 11!

PASSION has an announcement! We have a 
new bass! Congratulations to Cheryl Rodrigues, 
of CELEBRITY CITY CHORUS, who was recently 
chosen as the new bass for PASSION quartet!  

After a long distance audition and several 
excited phone calls, PASSION, version 3, had our 
fi rst rehearsal Saturday, June 9 in Las Vegas. Our 
revised foursome now consists of two members 
from CELEBRITY CITY – Patti and Cheryl, and two 
members from HARBORLITES – Mary and Lorna.  

We have our rehearsals planned into December 
and our fi rst coaching session will be late in July 
with Patty Cobb Baker. After just 1 day together, 
we found that we have a lot in common (besides 
singing). We sang from morning to the wee hours 
of the night, drank wine, laughed a lot, and even 
chose costumes. Look for us during Summer 
Sizzler in Bakersfi eld.

Passion
Patti Goin
Lorna Katz
Mary Walker
Cheryl Rodrigues

mailto:........................R11NG-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:...................sweetadelinesint-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Cheers!
Barbara Gregg
Viena Zeitler
Erin Zeitler
Amanda De Lucia

Cheers!Cheers!Cheers!

Quartet
News

Ooh La La
Barbara Adams
Linda Schrab
Jonni Wood
Judy Herr

After a nice long voice rest for 
Linda, our Lead La La, we are 
back singing, coaching and per-
forming. In spite of being unable 
to rehearse from contest through 
mid-June, we have more than a 
dozen songs in our repertoire and 
3 more nearly off paper! Maybe 
we’ll beat Jonni and Barbara’s old 
quartet record of 25 songs learned 
in a year.  

San Clemente is celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the historic night 
club/event venue, the Casino, later this month. In honor of the event, they 
are compiling a CD of music from its heyday performed by local artists.  
Linda lives in San Clemente, and worked there many years ago! We sub-
mitted our rendition of “Ain’t Misbehavin’” and we are super excited to have 
been selected for the CD, which will be distributed at a huge event to com-
memorate the occasion. If that honor wasn’t enough, we’ve been invited to 
perform at the event!

We are so excited for our sister quartet, CACHET, as they get ready 
for Denver. We will be in the audience with our own competing SANTA 
MONICA CHORUS, screaming our hearts out for them!

As we know, many good 
things must come to an end.  
After 6 amazing contests, 
CHEERS! is taking a hiatus as 
we bid adieu to Erin who is 
moving in August.

This journey has been fi lled 
with the most wondrous joys, 
laughter, and friendship. For Erin, it was a special journey since she and Viena 
had known, as sisters, that they would one day earn their regional champion-
ship medals together. When that day came, fl anked by Barbara and Amanda, 
it was the most spectacular moment of her Sweet Adeline career!

We bid a tearful goodbye as this 
chapter closes in our lives and 
could not be more thankful for our 
Region 11 family and all of the love, 
support, and encouragement you 
have selfl essly given us over the 
years. We look forward to many 
more memories with our Sweet 
Adeline sisters, and wish Erin well 
on her new adventure.

Even as we say goodbye, our 
tears become mingled with those 
of happiness. We raise a toast 

to our current champions and dear friends, CACHET and CHANNELAIRE 
CHORUS...amazing women, each and every one! We are so proud of all 
that you have accomplished, learned, and overcome. And well wishes 
abound for our Denver competitors SANTA MONICA CHORUS, CACHET, 
TOUCHÉ, and GLITTER – our hearts go with you as you storm that stage. 
We will be cheering loudly and proudly for you all!

Summer Sizzler will be our fi nal hurrah so please stop by and sing with 
us poolside as we help raise funds for our Denver-bound quartets.

The WINNERS’ CIRCLE extends warm con-
gratulations to our 2012 Champions, CACHET 
and CHANNELAIRE CHORUS. We also want to 
wish all of our Denver competitors success on 
the mountain top: SANTA MONICA CHORUS, 
CACHET, TOUCHÉ, and GLITTER. We wish you 
the very best on your exciting journey!

We’ve been busy preparing for the upcoming 
Summer Sizzler show and festivities – the Singer 
Games 2012!  As the region’s association of past 
quartet champions, we always look forward to this 
annual celebration which is a great opportunity 
to provide fi nancial support for the international-
bound quartets. 

You won’t want to 
miss the fun of the 
Singer Games! Come 
cheer on our novice 
quartets and the nov-
ice “Champs for the 
Day” winners (who will 
receive coaching from 
our very own Queen, 
Dani), listen to the 
smooth sounds of our 
special guest, TOUCHÉ, 
the 2012 2nd place 
International Medalists, 
enjoy our specially 
crafted “Olympic” events, celebrate poolside, and 
sing with current and past champion quartets 
at the afterglow party to help raise funds for our 
Denver-bound quartet competitors.

There’s something for everyone to enjoy so 
bring your spirit of camaraderie and playfulness 
for a weekend of fun! The WINNERS’ CIRCLE is 
looking forward to seeing all of you there!

Santa
Monica
Chorus

Cachet
&

Touché
Glitter

The Champion Round!
SINGER GAMES
24th Annual Winners’ Circle Show

Saturday, August 4, 2012
DoubleTree Ballroom

Sign up for the Show & Afterglow
on your chorus Summer Sizzler registration form!

Let the games begin – gather your team and get ready to win prizes!
Compete in the MusicOlympics...

 Select your team and choose a country to represent – real or imagined (Birdland, 
Dixieland, etc). 

 Events include: longest pitch-pipe blowing, all-in-one race (over your clothes), 
chorus shoe-put ... and many more! 

 Judging will be done poolside at the Afterglow by a panel of your peers.   

Watch the R11NG for more competition details!

SHOW TICKETS
$15 in advance

          $20 onsite

AFTERGLOW
FREE Admission
$20 for bu� et

EMCEES
Lynne Wong
Laura La Borde

SING WITH THE CHAMPS!
Raise money for our Denver-bound competitors! 

Sing with your favorite quartet poolside at the 
Afterglow  – only $5 per song!

MASS SING
By the pool – 

be there!
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White Gold & 
Sapphire Ring

($750 Value)

Contact Shawnna, Tove or Jeannie or contact 
Sally at rsmcleish@verizon.net to get your tickets TODAY! 

(1) ticket for $10
monthly drawings through 
October with all entries, 

including monthly winners, 
eligible for the Grand Prize Drawing 

at Fall Festival in November 

Proceeds will supportCachet  on 
their journey to represent Region 11 at 

International in Denver, CO this fall!
Monthly Prizes

•  4 VIP tickets to JEOPARDY!  
•  California’s Central Coast Wine Basket 
•  4 VIP tickets to Wheel of Fortune 

Grand Prize

Your chance to win BIG - Monthly Prizes plus the Grand Prize!

Cachet 
presents

But Wait... 

    There’s More!

mailto:rsmcleish@verizon.net



