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SCHEDULE - SUMMER SIZZLER 2025 
        

REGISTRATION  HARMONY BAZAAR  

NOVICE & DOUBLE    
QUARTET PHOTOS    

THURSDAY 6:00p–9:00p  THURSDAY 4:00p–7:00p  (Via Email)    

FRIDAY  8:00a–7:00p  FRIDAY 9:00a–7:00p      

SATURDAY 8:00a–2:00p  SATURDAY 9:00a–6:00p     

     SUNDAY 9:00a–12:00p       

           

THURSDAY, JULY 24 
SCHEDULE CLASS/ACTIVITY FACILITATOR ROOM 

4:00p-5:00p Seminar Committee Meeting Martha Rasmussen Luxury Suite 
# TBD 

7:00p-9:00p Learn and Sing   
Come learn some great skills  and use them to sing with friends. 
Please be ready to sing "A Wink & a Smile" and "Let's Sing 
Again." 

Laura Pallas-Singer Sierra Room 

FRIDAY, JULY 25 
SCHEDULE CLASS/ACTIVITY FACILITATOR ROOM 

10:00a-11:00a Directors Only Q&A Nikki Blackmer Salon D1 

11:15a-12:15p Finding Your Place: The Art & Impact of Riser Placement 
Riser placement can dramatically shape your ensemble’s sound—
but how do you know what works best? In this interactive class, 
we’ll explore different theories behind riser placement and experi-
ment by moving singers around to hear the changes in real time. 
As riser singers, we’ll also gain insight into what directors are lis-
tening for, what they consider when placing singers, and how our 
placement helps shape the ensemble’s sound. Together, we’ll 
learn how to listen critically, identify the sound we’re aiming for, 
and make informed choices that support a balanced, unified en-
semble. 

Nikki Blackmer Salon B&C 

12:15p-1:45p Lunch on Your Own 

1:45p-3:00p Sing for Life: Tools for a Healthy, Resilient Voice 
Your voice is a living, evolving instrument—and with the right care, 
it can stay strong, expressive, and joyful for a lifetime. In this 
class, we’ll take a functional and evidence-based approach to 
vocal health and longevity. We'll explore common challenges sing-
ers face, strategies for maintaining vocal flexibility and strength, 
and practical tools for recovery and prevention. This class offers 
guidance and inspiration to help you sing efficiently, sustainably, 
and expressively—and sing for life! 

Nikki Blackmer Salon B&C 

3:00p-4:00p Breakout Sessions:  
     Membership   

      
Monica Tautkus 

    
Salon D2 

     Marketing/Communications Shawnna Dechant &  
Lora Goodpasture 

Salon D1 

     Chorus Leaders Kim Alley Salon B&C 

4:15p Pre-Contest Inspection Tina Rowley Salon B&C 

4:30p Contest Briefing Tina Rowley Salon B&C 

4:30p Hostess Briefing Tina Rowley Salon B&C 

5:30p-7:00p Dinner on Your Own 

6:00p-10:00p Quartet Warm Up Room   Salon D1, 
Salon D2 

6:00p-10:00p Quartet Photos   Hotel Foyer 

7:00p-10:00p QUARTET & DOUBLE QUARTET CONTEST Salon B&C 

Immediately 
after contest 

Winners' Circle Rehearsal Mary Ashford Salon B&C 
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SATURDAY, JULY 26 
SCHEDULE CLASS/ACTIVITY FACILITATOR ROOM 

9:30a–10:45a Wicked Warm-Ups: Wake Up Your Body, Mind and Voice 
Come get energized! This high-participation class will get your body, 
breath, and voice fully engaged while exploring the "why" behind ef-
fective warm-ups. You’ll experiment with new ways to prep your in-
strument—physically, mentally, and vocally—so you’re ready to sing 
at your best. You will leave with practical tools and a take-home 
handout full of creative, effective exercises to keep your warm-ups 
fresh and purposeful.  

Nikki Blackmer Salon B&C 

11:15a–12:45p SWINGTIME Under Glass Nikki Blackmer Salon B&C 

12:45p–2:00p Lunch on Your Own 

Luncheon – Front-Line Directors Barb Schultz Salon F 

Luncheon – Red Hot Rookies Monica Tautkus Sierra 

Luncheon – TC/Presidents Kim Alley Salon G 

Luncheon – Treasurers Mary Beth Halsing Tioga 

2:00p Harmony Hoopla - Come meet our newest members Monica Tautkus Salon B&C 

2:15p–3:15p Sing a Tag with Me 
Tags are a cornerstone of the barbershop art form—but in our busy 
schedules, we don’t always get the chance to sing them. This fun, 
interactive class brings that joy back! You’ll learn a variety of musically 
satisfying tags taught by ear, ranging from simple to more complex. 
Each one is a little gem, and none are overdone. Whether you're a 
seasoned singer or newer to tag singing, this class is always a hit and 
sure to leave you smiling.  

Nikki Blackmer Salon B&C 

3:30p–4:30p Rhythm's Gonna Get You: Understanding Rhythm, Groove and 
Pulse 
What makes music feel alive and irresistible? In this class, we'll ex-
plore the core elements of rhythm that give music its drive and charac-
ter. You'll learn to recognize downbeat vs. backbeat, understand the 
concepts of tempo, pulse, and accent, and dive into what musicians 
mean when they talk about groove—that magical element that makes 
music move. 

Nikki Blackmer Salon B&C 

4:30p–7:00p BREAK     

5:00p–10:00p Winners' Circle Warm Up Room Winner's Circle Salon B&C 

7:30pm, doors 
open 7:00 pm 

WINNERS' CIRCLE DINNER & SHOW Winners' Circle Salon B&C 

Immediately 
Following Show 
to 12:30a 

Winners' Circle Afterglow Winners' Circle Salon B&C 

SUNDAY, JULY 27 
SCHEDULE CLASS/ACTIVITY FACILITATOR ROOM 

9:00a–11:00a Roundtables reimagined Regional Leaders Salon C 

11:00a Drawings & Wrap-Up Tammy Ragsdale & Voices 
United Chorus 

Salon C 
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Nikki Blackmer is the Master Director of Region 13’s A Cappella Joy chorus in Kirkland, WA. She is 

also the lead and self-proclaimed Diva of Frenzy, the hilarious 2017 Sweet Adelines international 

quartet champions. Her barbershop success starts with her roots in classical music. After receiving 

her Master of Music from the University of Washington, she spent a season singing with the 

Portland Opera before moving back to Seattle in 2002. The following year, she was asked to help a 

struggling seven-person barbershop chorus. Despite having no experience with barbershop music, 

she agreed to help them until they could find a qualified person to lead them — and now, almost 20 

years later, she is still their director!    The skills Nikki develops through her work as a private vocal 

instructor carry over into her directing and teaching. She is a highly sought-after coach for choruses 

and quartets all over the world, including North America, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and 

Germany. Nikki’s perfect comedic timing when she performs with Frenzy hides a very active, 

inquiring mind. She continues to expand her knowledge and expertise of barbershop, directing, and 

vocal pedagogy by attending a variety of educational events. While she claims not to have an 

arranger’s mind, the genius behind the many musical tweaks she makes for both her chorus and 

quartet ensures the music always highlights their skills.   Nikki’s enthusiasm is contagious, and her 

ability to teach and inspire is well-known. While her main focus is barbershop, she also devotes 

herself to Broadway musicals and serves as the assistant director of Seattle Women’s Chorus (the 

largest LGBTQ+ chorus in the world) and the director of their select subgroup, The Supertonics.  

Nikki creates communities and is never happier than when people find the joy of life while creating 

art.  
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                          NOVICE QUARTET/DOUBLE QUARTET CONTEST 
 Judging Panel:  

Sound: Bobbette Gantz 

Expression: Tammy Ragsdale 

Music: Mary Ashford 

Visual Communication: Shawnna Dechant 

Panel Chair and Page: Pat Vincent, Panel Secretary: Laura La Borde 

Emcees:  Debi Bitterolf 

Mic Testers: Surprise! 

 

SANDSATIONS - Novice (Golden Sands, Chapter-at-Large) 

 Joyce Bigby-Spillane Tenor 

 Gin Lee-Hong  Lead 

 Jamie Irvine   Baritone 

 Judy Phillips  Bass 

BEST KEPT SECRET - Double Quartet (Agoura Hills Harmony) 

 Kathi Evans    Tenor 

 Tina Rowley   Lead 

 Bridget Mistry  Lead 

 Jennifer Ellsworth  Lead 

 Becca Youhanaie  Baritone 

 Sarah Harris   Baritone 

 Linda Demyan  Bass 

 Mieke Miller   Bass 

4’S COMPANY - Novice (Verdugo Hills Chorus) 

 Wenonah Echelard Tenor 

 Chelsea Young  Lead 

 Karen Wirick  Baritone 

 Gaby Patao   Bass 
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NOVICE QUARTET/DOUBLE QUARTET CONTEST 

(continued) 

 

DECIBELLES - Double Quartet (Agoura Hills Harmony) 

 Sally McLeish  Tenor 

 Sarah Harris   Tenor 

 Julie (Jules) Cavanaugh Lead 

 Susan Gladden  Lead 

 Barbara Schultz  Baritone 

 Monica Tautkus  Baritone 

 Linda Demyan  Bass 

 Elizabeth Frank  Bass 

GIN & TONIX - Novice  (Golden Sands San Diego Chorus) 

 Gin Lee-Hong  Tenor 

 Lisa Capata   Lead 

 Jamie Irvine   Baritone 

 Sue Woo   Bass 

NEON NOTES - Double Quartet (Lady Luck Showtime Chorus) 

 Anita Treichel  Tenor 

 Rosalia Salazar  Lead 

 Marilyn Kujat  Lead 

 Joanne Ianacone  Lead 

 Amanda Guimont  Baritone 

 Dana Freeman  Baritone 

 Marla Mumford  Bass 

 Joy Beth Clarno  Bass  
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NOVICE QUARTET/DOUBLE QUARTET CONTEST 
(continued) 

MOONLIGHTING - Novice (Santa Monica Chorus) 

 Kate Kohler   Tenor 

 Jo Rochelle   Lead 

 Catalina Langen  Baritone 

 Laura Pallas Singer Bass 

ANYTHING GOES - Double Quartet (Agoura Hills Harmony) 

 Bernie Cole   Tenor 

 Valerie Steinfeld  Lead 

 Julie (Jules) Cavanaugh Lead 

 Susan Gladden  Lead 

 Linda Parkinson  Baritone 

 Julie Milligan  Baritone 

 Tricia Horton  Bass 

 Julie Feinberg  Bass 

SITCOM SISTERS - Novice (Verdugo Hills Chorus) 

 Wenonah Echelard Tenor 

 Paige Wright  Lead 

 Karen Wirick  Baritone   

 Ellen Totleben  Bass 

SOCKAPELLA - Double Quartet (Voices United) 

 Brenda Garnas  Tenor 

 Cheryl Schultz  Lead 

 Maureen Norton  Lead 

 Chris Dailey   Lead 

 Robin Briggs  Baritone 

 Ginger Early   Bass/Baritone 

 Nancy Holland  Bass 

 Paula Trent   Bass 
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NOVICE QUARTET/DOUBLE QUARTET CONTEST 

(continued) 

 

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER - Double Quartet (Santa Monica Chorus) 

 Megan Lynn   Tenor 

 Michele Roberts  Lead 

 Esther Alva   Lead 

 Carolyn Yoshida  Baritone 

 Nancy Schwartz  Baritone 

 Lora Goodpasture  Bass 

 Mira Wilder   Bass 

 Wendy Cutler  Bass    
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BACKSTAGE SCHEDULE NOVICE & DOUBLE QUARTET CONTEST 
FRIDAY JULY 25, 2025 

7/9/2025 CONTESTANT CHORUS 
ARRIVE 

WARM-UP          
PHOTO 

BACK   
STAGE 

ON  STAGE 

M T                  6:30 6:45 7:02 7:05 

01 SANDSATIONS (N) GOLDEN SANDS & CAL 6:41 6:56 7:13 7:16 

1 BEST KEPT SECRET (DQ) AGOURA HILLS HARMONY 6:52 7:07 7:24 7:27 

2 4'S COMPANY (N) VERDUGO HILLS 7:03 7:18 7:35 7:38 

3 DECIBELLES  (DQ) AGOURA HILLS HARMONY 7:14 7:29 7:46 7:49 

4 GIN AND TONIX (N) 
SANTA MONICA & 

SAN DIEGO 7:25 7:40 7:57 8:00 

5 NEON NOTES (DQ) LADY LUCK SHOWTIME 7:36 7:51 8:08 8:11 

6 MOONLIGHTING (N) SANTA MONICA 7:47 8:02 8:19 8:22 

  15 MIN. INTERMISSION 
        

7 ANYTHING GOES (DQ) AGOURA HILLS HARMONY 8:13 8:28 8:45 8:48 

8 SITCOM SISTERS      (N) VERDUGO HILLS 8:24 8:39 8:56 8:59 

9 SOCKAPELLA (DQ) VOICES UNITED 8:35 8:50 9:07 9:10 

10 
BETTER LATE THAN      
NEVER (DQ) 

SANTA MONICA 8:46 9:01 9:18 9:21 
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SEMINARS COMMITTEE 

Seminars Manager ........................................................................................ Martha Rasmussen 

RMT Events Coordinator ................................................................................... Patti Gomeztrejo 

Assistant Seminars Manager/Awards/Novice Quartet Registrar ............................. Marilyn Kujat 

Registration ......................................................................................................... Laura La Borde 

Facilities ................................................................................................................... Tina Rowley 

Communications Coordinator .................................................................................... Sue Walker 

Sourcebook Editor .................................................................................................... Judy Mellick 

Regional Sales ............................................................................................................ Sue Matus 

RMT Finance Coordinator ............................................................................... Mary Beth Halsing 

RMT Education Coordinator ............................................................................. Tammy Ragsdale 

Secretary ................................................................................................................. Donna Seale 

Winners’ Circle Liaison ........................................................................................... Sally McLeish 

Winners’ Circle President ........................................................................................ Mary Ashford 

Assisting Chorus Co-Chairs ................................................ LouAnn Wright, Martha Rasmussen 
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T E A M  C O O R D I N A T O R :  

Kim Alley  

F I N A N C E  C O O R D I N A T O R :  

Mary Beth Halsing  

M E M B E R S H I P :  

Monica Tautkus 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S :  

Lora Goodpasture  

E D U C A T I O N :  

Tammy Ragsdale 

D I R E C T O R S :  

Barbara Schultz  

M A R K E T I N G :  

Shawnna Dechant  

R E G I O N A L  S A L E S :  

Sue Matus  

W E B M A S T E R :  

Lora Goodpasture  

REGION 11 MANAGEMENT TEAM 

EVENTS—CONVENTION: 

Debbie Curtis 

EVENTS—SEMINARS: 

Patti GomezTrejo 



 

 


