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Touché Crowned 2013
International Quartet Champions!

And hats off to...

Santa
Monica

Patty Cobb Baker (right) is Region 11’s
newest Queen of Harmony! Patty is the
co-director of Golden Sands Chorus.

Cachet
Glitter

1

Region 11
News
Region 11 Choruses
Agoura Hills Harmony.................... Agoura Hills, CA
www.AHHChorus.net
Celebrity City ................................... Las Vegas, NV
www.CelebrityCityChorus.com

An overview of the Contest changes...

Central Coast Celebration ........... Pismo Beach, CA
www.Celebration-Chorus.com

Started in 2012

ChannelAire ....................................... Camarillo, CA
www.ChannelAire.org

• The time limit for chorus and quartet performances is
now 3-7 minutes (extended by an additional minute).

Golden Sands ................................ Long Beach, CA
www.GoldenSandsChorus.com
Antelope Valley Showcase ................Lancaster, CA
AVShowcaseChorus.com
Harmony Valley .................................... Merced, CA
www.HarmonyValleyChorus.org
High Sierra............................................. Bishop, CA
Kern Valley .................................. Lake Isabella, CA
www.KernValleyChorus.com
L.A. South Towns Show...................... Torrance, CA
www.LASouthTowns.org
Paciﬁc Horizon........................San Luis Obispo, CA
www.paciﬁchorizon.org
RiverOaks ................................. Sherman Oaks, CA
www.RiverOaksChorus.com
Santa Monica.............................. Santa Monica, CA
www.SMChorus.com
Singing Sands ................................. Ridgecrest, CA
South Valley Sound .........................Bakersﬁeld, CA
www.SouthValleySound.org
Southland Harmony ..............................Downey, CA
Tri City Sound .......................................Lompoc, CA
www.TriCitySound.org
Verdugo Hills ......................................Glendale, CA
www.VerdugoShowtimeChorus.org

Regional Changes – Starting Spring 2014
There will be 2 Quartet Contests and 2 Chorus Contests
each year:
• International Division – for competitors who wish to
qualify for International and receive ofﬁcial placement.
You will compete with 2 contest songs and will receive
a numeric score. Choruses will be able to qualify for
Harmony Classic and International based on your winning scores, as per usual.
• Open Division – for competitors who do not wish to
qualify for International. You will present a 10-minute
entertainment package that includes one contest
arrangement, and will receive a level score. Competing
in the Open Division will satisfy the requirement that
a registered chorus must compete once every 3 years.
However, you will not qualify for International awards.
(Last year’s outgoing champions may also compete in
the Open Division for level scores.)

Regional Changes – Starting Spring 2015
• Regional Audience Choice Award – for competitors who
compete in the Open Division in their region. Will be
based on votes by audience members.

Voices United......................................... Fresno, CA
www.VoicesUnited.groupanizer.com

International Changes – Starting 2015 (Las Vegas)

News@11 –

• Chorus / Quartet Finals – contestants will be required
to sing just one contest song (compared to 2 right now)
in the Finals.

Published 3 times per year: Spring Convention •
Summer Sizzler • Fall Festival

• Bonus Points – the “bonus points” system will be eliminated and replaced with possible 100 points per judge
for the entertainment aspects of the performance.

the official publication of Region 11

Editor: Debbie Curtis • curtisnotes@aol.com
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Regional Management
Team
There is nothing more
Monica Tautkus
compelling than going to
Agoura
Hills Harmony
International each year.
I feel renewed and reinvigorated having been
among some of the
Education Coordinator
most magniﬁcent musical artists in the world. It
was great to see so many Region 11 members soaking it up to bring home!
When I see the likes of a Jim Arns, I wonder what an impact he could
have made on the “outside world” if only they knew of his great prowess as a
comic genius (not to mention his musical talent). How fortunate for us that he
fell in love with the harmonies in barbershop chords!
Sitting next to some ﬁrst timers during the contest, I realize how jaded
most of us have become to how truly AMAZING this hobby is and the excellent entertainment we take for granted. It’s been so long since my own ﬁrst
International experience that you would think I couldn’t recall. And yet I remember my awe in seeing and hearing this wonderful event! Can we get that
excitement back? Can we all get “hungry” again?
I believe as we work the International “Harmonic Progression” as a region,
we MUST ﬁnd that hunger again! Nothing will drive us faster into musical
excellence! Let us commit to not only ﬁnding that desire within ourselves and
our choruses, but also, let’s do everything we can to cheer on and support
our Region 11 sisters as they work to improve as well. Then we as a Region
will reach our goals together.
Fall Festival is here and we have a line up of talent that most regions
would kill for! Champions, Master Directors, Judges, Coaches, Teachers,
Award Winners! The experiential learning, right on the risers, with tons of
singing is what you have asked for. I’m hoping this educational weekend will
impact all of our contest scores in Spring! Sadly, our Registration numbers
are low, but it’s not too late to jump in.
Next Summer Sizzler, we have Lori Lyford of SCOTTSDALE CHORUS
and then Fall Festival 2013 brings RICH-TONES Dale Syverson back again.
Be sure you are taking advantage of these learning opportunities – be a
“Student of the Art Form” and you and your chorus will go far!
– Monica gtasingmt@aol.com

Cathy Tautkus

Lou Schroff

Golden Sands / RiverOaks /
Harborlites

Membership Coordinator
In Denver, RMTs from all over the world gathered for a day of meetings. There was emphasis
on growing the membership. It’s time to start your
plans for your “One Voice, One Message” Global
Membership Drive and the 2013 Global Open
House campaign.
This time, International is SWEETening the pot!
Beginning in January, if you are directly responsible
for adding new members, you will be compensated as follows:
• 5 members in one year = 1 year free dues
($90 value)
• 10 members in one year = 2 years free dues
($180 value)
• 15 members in one year = 2 years free dues
and recognition in The Pitch Pipe
($180+ value)
• 20 members in one year = 3 years free dues
and recognition in The Pitch Pipe
($243+ value)
• 25 members in one year = complimentary brick
on International’s patio, 3 years free dues, recognition in The Pitch Pipe and acknowledgement at International Convention ($343+ value)
Plus, each member that adds 25 members or
more in a year will be entered into a drawing to
win a dream vacation to the Hawaii Convention
(airfare, registration and hotel included).
Let me know if I can be of any help with your
2013 Global Open House. There are lots of
recruitment tools in the Marketing Center on
International’s website. Also, please keep in mind
Region 11’s Membership Goal is to increase our
numbers from 700+ to 1000 in ﬁve years!
– Lou lousings@aol.com

RiverOaks

Marcia Bosma
Team Coordinator
I want to encourage Region 11 members to become more involved at
the region level. We are blessed with such talented women in our region.
Let’s share our talents with each other. Experience the joy of friendship
and accomplishment by working on various region projects with other
Region 11 members.
If you are unsure about what volunteering at the region level would entail,
how about considering job shadowing someone for awhile to ﬁnd out what it’s
all about? Contact anyone on the Regional Management Team (RMT) about
opportunities to become involved. We look forward to hearing from you!
Wishing you all the gift of love, the gift of peace, the gift of health and
happiness, and a holiday season ﬁlled with warm moments and cherished
memories. – Cathy Tautkus ctautkus@gmail.com
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Verdugo Hills / Harborlites

Finance Coordinator
Hello Region 11. The day after returning from
Denver, I had knee surgery. So I am unable to sit
at the computer long enough to write a column for
this issue of News@11.
Congratulations to SANTA MONICA, CACHET
and TOUCHÉ on outstanding performances in
Denver! – Marcia marcia@mbosma.com

Lillian Zellmer
Golden Sands

Marketing Coordinator
LA SOUTH TOWNS SHOW CHORUS received
the Excellence in Arts Award from the City of
Torrance Arts Commission for their contributions to
music. GOLDEN SANDS received a certiﬁcate from
the district councilwoman to commemorate their
60th Anniversary in the City of Long Beach. Is your
chorus well known your community?
Introduce your chorus to the City Council and
Chamber of Commerce. Check local events calendars – are there festivals in your area? Let them
know about your chorus’ availability to perform.
Even free performances open doors for future gigs,
build your audience and entice new members.
By keeping specialized music in your repertoire,
you can create opportunities to sing at events
all year. Most cities sponsor events for patriotic
holidays. Sports teams want a performance of the
National Anthem to start their games. The holidays
give opportunities for caroling at tree lighting ceremonies and holiday parties.
For history and credibility, create a page on your
website to list your past community performances.
Include photos, links and newspaper articles.
Prominently display your honors and awards on
your website and your marketing collateral. And
make sure you bring plenty of business cards and
brochures to hand out whenever you perform! It’s a
chance to build your email list.
The opportunities are abundant, but, unless you
expose your chorus to your community, you will
remain “the best kept secret in town”.
– Lillian lillianzellmer@gmail.com

Kira Wagner

Antelope Valley Showcase

Directors’ Coordinator
Congratulations to Laura Pallas and SANTA
MONICA for their outstanding performance in
Denver. It takes a lot of effort to get a chorus to
that level. In their ﬁrst time on the big stage,they
demonstrated a lot of heart, skill and talent.
To GOLDEN SANDS and our newest Queen
Patty – enjoy the ride! We look forward to hearing
and seeing what new things lie in store for the
dynamic duo and their chorus.
For each and every director and chorus member,
I wish you a wonderful holiday season, a renewed
vigor and excitement as you prepare for contest
and a deep appreciation for what each member brings to the table. To paraphrase Abraham
Lincoln: ‘If we look for the good in mankind, we
surely will ﬁnd it.’ May your music be ﬁlled with
beautiful harmony. – Kira kira@kirawagner.com

Regional Management
Team
Viena Zeitler

Chapter-at-Large (R11)

Communications Coordinator
Fall is in the air and I love the fall. As the weather cools I get to change to
clothing I have missed, introduce more cloves, nutmeg and cinnamon into
my diet, and get eggnog back on the shelves at my local grocery store.
But most importantly, fall means International Competition. I was unable to
attend in Denver but watched the webcast, as many of you did, and saw our
region represented by women who are dear to me and who I look forward to
seeing at regional events. These ladies are this year’s regional heroes. As a
past International competitor, I am able to look at our International competitors and say how proud I am of their performances, knowing their sacriﬁces,
hard work, and seemingly endless fundraising to get to Denver paid off. They
are part of a very exclusive group of women, the best in the world in fact,
and they are ours!
It also means a great deal to me to be in a region where I know the vast
majority of these ladies personally, have sung with them, shared a glass
of wine with them or hugged them in line at the DoubleTree. So, when I
see them this Fall Festival, I will stop and ask about their amazing experience and listen to their stories – not everyone gets a chance to perform at
International. I encourage you all to do the same.
Welcome home heroes of Region 11 – SANTA MONICA CHORUS,
CACHET, GLITTER and TOUCHÉ!! – Viena vienasings@gmail.com
International competiJolene Forzetting
tion in Denver was wonSinging Sands
derful and I am so proud
of all of our regional
competitors: CACHET,
SANTA MONICA
Events Coordinator
CHORUS, GLITTER
and TOUCHÉ! I hope
you’ll join the celebration of our all Denver competitor’s during Fall Festival’s
Smashing Dinner and Reception on Saturday night!
I also want to celebrate the wonderful ladies that make these magical and
educational weekends occur! Patti Goin is currently serving as the Chair of
Regional Seminar’s and DCP Chair, but has recently been appointed by the
SAI International Board to replace our current Competition Coordinator, Leah
Rippetoe, who is moving out of state.
I also wish to give special thanks to Cris Jacobs, assistant CRS, who
serves many different roles including RSSC Awards Chair and Novice
Registrar.
On the RCSC committee, wonderfully and expertly chaired by the phenomenal Pat Vincent, we have a new Awards Chair, Sheree Mills, from
GOLDEN SANDS CHORUS. Please help me welcome her to the Regional
Convention Steering Committee!
Colleen McCormick, who currently serves on the RCSC as the housing
chair, is also serving as our Regional Sites Chair and doing an excellent job!
All of these ladies are deserving of our admiration and thanks, as they
work tirelessly to serve you and all the members of our Region! I’m privileged to know them and work beside them! – Jolene jolenecf@gmail.com
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Chorus
News

Torrance, CA

L.A. SOUTH TOWNS SHOW CHORUS has
won the 2012 Excellence in Arts Award in Music
from the Torrance Cultural Arts Commission!
The award was
presented to
Director Caroline
McLean on
October 7 by
Commissioner
Dale Korman.
The chorus was
also honored by
the County of
Los Angeles with
a commendation
“in recognition of
dedicated service
to the affairs of
the community.”
The chorus was
proud to be
asked to perform
at the prestigious
ceremony. As a chorus, we love to have fun, and
having our musical excellence rewarded is the
most fun of all!
And love is in the air at LASTS! To surprise
Jacqueline Sheffield with a bridal shower shortly
before her marriage to ﬁancé, Tim, the chorus
dressed all in white for a make-believe wedding.
A few weeks later, Judit Harris’ boyfriend, Ed,
came to rehearsal, decked out in suit and tie, and
proposed on bended knee. “Will you marry me?”
“Absolutely!” Judit exclaimed. They then danced
to a weepy chorus singing “Embraceable You.”
Again singing in our community, the chorus
performed on November 2 at a beneﬁt for the
Torrance Rose Float Association.
“Be Careful What You Wish For,” our second
2012 show, will be held on November 18. The
Velvet Frogs and Billy Hill and the Hillbillies will be
our featured performers in another madcap romp!
Congratulations on your Denver performances
to SANTA MONICA CHORUS, Queens TOUCHÉ,
CACHET and GLITTER. You all made us proud!
– Gini Gluck
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Bakersﬁeld, CA

Congratulations to TOUCHÉ,
our new Queens of Harmony! Also big kudos to SANTA MONICA,
CACHET and our friends in HARBORLITES for their performances.
SOUTH VALLEY SOUND was busy preparing for our show, “On With
the Show!”, held on October 13. It turned out to be a huge success,
with DEEP TREBLE being the star attraction. FOUR OLD GUYS, a quartet
from the Barbershop Harmony Society, also performed, along with SOFT
TOUCH, FORZA!, ALL BASS QUARTET and COUNTERPOINT quartets.
Our new director, Eric Dyer, was a smash singing the solo in “Sit Down
You’re Rockin’ the Boat” – he really rocked that boat!
Our chorus also celebrated our 40th anniversary by having an open
house for prospective members on October 25. Lots of singing and camaraderie were going on, and several ladies who visited were interested
in joining SOUTH VALLEY SOUND.
We are now busily preparing for Christmas and Competition.
Again, congratulations to all who competed at International. You are all
stars!! – Carolyn vanBenthuysen.

Pacific Horizon

The swing into fall gave us many
opportunities to sing and serve in our
coastal communities, and two new
San Luis Obispo, CA
members to swell our ranks.
It all began with our annual joint
performance and picnic at Atascadero Lake Park with our male counterparts,
GOLD COAST CHORUS. Julie Lindbergh (lead) and Kris KegSnets (bass) –
both graduates of our summer vocal lessons and new Sweet Adelines –
joined us on stage for the ﬁrst time.
September found us at Grover Beach’s annual 9-11 Memorial program.
It wouldn’t be the same, say locals, without our Sweet Adelines patriotic
tribute. We’ve been helping the community mourn and heal since their ﬁrst
memorial after the tragedy in 2001.
Our double
quartets, preparing to compete
in Bakersﬁeld,
had their debut
October 27 during our High Tea
in the Pumpkin
Patch. Guests
gathered for
a devilishly
good repast
and spirited
entertainment.
Director
Kim PatrickMiernicki held a weeklong open house during Inter-national Competition.
We cheered our Region 11 entrants and immersed ourselves in the best
women’s barbershop singing in the world, all enjoyed on a 55-inch TV.
Our last chance to serenade the community before the Fall Festival came
on Election Day, November 6. As usual, the chorus ran a polling place for the
county, following all the ofﬁcial election rules and breaking into song whenever the opportunity arose. Voters look forward to going to the polling place
with four-part, non-political, harmony!
Welcome back to all our fabulous Denver competitors: SANTA MONICA,
CACHET, GLITTER, and our new 2013 Queens of Harmony, TOUCHÉ!
Congratulations for a job well done representing Region11.

Pismo Beach, CA

With about 45 shopping days before Christmas,
we ﬁnd ourselves in full rehearsal mode for our
Christmas show on December 2 (with GOLD
COAST CHORUS), and a coaching session right
around the corner with the Fabulous Patty Cobb
Baker (fresh off her QUEENLY victory in Denver!)
We pulled some motivating ideas from Summer
Sizzler and completed our production of “Alice
in Barbershop Land” in September. Our fractured
version was
well received
and we are
STILL repeating some of its
most humorous phrases.
We gathered together
to watch the
International
webcast, beginning with the Harmony Classic (so
we KNOW what to expect when it’s our turn). We
used it as a learning tool and followed it with a rehearsal to JUST DO IT! Through the entire week,
we were busy evaluating and scoring on our own,
picked a few winners, picked up a few pointers,
and picked at the munchies laid out to keep our
strength up!
A hearty congratulations to TOUCHÉ on your
gold medal, and the wonderful performances
by our other Region 11 competitors: GLITTER,
CACHET, and SANTA MONICA CHORUS.
Now it’s time for Fall Festival. We’re working
hard to stay healthy and involve 100% of our
members in the double quartet contest – and
looking forward to some interesting classes,
meeting up with old friends, and of course ... a
“little” shopping! – DeDe Irwin

Has your Chorus
VOTED for the
International
Board of Directors?
It’s time for all choruses to vote for the
four open positions on the International
Board of Directors. A slate of candidates
has been nominated to ﬁll terms for
20013-2016.

Presidents/Team Coordinators:
Ballots are due to International HQ
by Friday, November 3 at 3:00p (CST).

Harmony
Valley

Chorus
News

Merced, CA

It was with heavy heart that HARMONY
VALLEY CHORUS lost one of our longtime members this summer, Nancy
Weidenmiller. We had a beautiful memorial program for her and some of her friends
from the region made the long trek to say
good bye. We greatly appreciated all the
warm wishes from our sisters in song during
this hard time. Then we had to go through
her things to ﬁnd all of the chorus property.
Boy, don’t we all have too much ‘stuff’?
Our Board of Directors decided to have a
secret birthday bash for 5 of our older members in October. Sadly, Nancy didn’t make it
to her 80th birthday or the party. The other ladies were very surprised and
pleased. Pretty good keeping a secret for 5 months from the chorus. Doris
Mitchell, Wanda Stuckel, Celine Persak and Nancy’s birthdays were all
within 3 months and all turned 80. Evelyn Hays’ 79th birthday was also
celebrated at the party. We are looking forward to the holiday season as
always and our many performances. – DonnaLee Hartman
AHH! is excited to be celebrating 20 years as a chorus. It is
said that the more things change,
the more they stay the same.
Well, 20 years ago our director
Agoura Hills, CA
was Monica Tautkus and she
has been back directing us
now for 5 years. Seven charter members remain singing
with us.
To honor our anniversary,
we had a show on October
7. AHH!-lumni members
came from Texas, Kentucky,
Arizona and all over
California, and Anne Casey
returned to direct a song.
Several alumnus decided to
return on a permanent basis.
AHH! is about singing and
fun. In September, 24 members attended the Sound of Music sing-along at
the Hollywood Bowl. We had coaching with both Lynne Smith and Shirley
Kout, and now we are preparing to sing 4 nights in the Candlelight processional at Disneyland.
Our membership committee has been developing creative programs to invite
women to join us. In August, we had a “BFF Night”. Fifteen guests came to
experience AHH!. Thanks to GOLDEN SANDS’ sharing, we took advantage of
Meetup.com where we were discovered by our newest member, Julie Jones.
We are proud to welcome back four members who competed in Denver:
Sally McLeish, tenor of CACHET and Beth Kirchner, Kate Kirchner and
Megan Ruth of GLITTER represented Region 11 in the Rising Star contest.
– Becky Crusoe
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Chorus
News
Thanksgiving already, can you believe it?? It’s
Sherman Oaks, CA
really true that the older you get, the faster time
ﬂies. At least we’re having fun!
RIVEROAKS CHORUS has been just a bunch
of busy bees in the last three months. We are
preparing for our annual show and if you’re in
the area, come help us kick off the winter season
with music and harmony. “A Winter’s Tale” will
start the way all good stories start ... Once Upon
a Time... on December 2 at 2:00 pm at the Hall
of Liberty at Forest Lawn. We’ll be dancin’ and prancin’ with feathered fans
and sequins galore!
Meanwhile, we’ve been singing in the community, including the Encino
Women’s Club, who ask us back every year and we are glad to go. We
also had the honor of singing our patriotic repertoire for a beautiful and
moving 9/11 event at a local ﬁre station.
One of our long time members, Jean Lewis, passed away and we sang
her favorite songs at her funeral.
On a brighter note, our Membership Chair, Lou Burgess-Schroff, put
together a membership drive and we will have 5 guests performing on our
“Winter’s Tale” show! We hope they will all decide to join the RIVEROAKS
family. – Katy Theodore
In September, CELEBRITY CITY CHORUS sang
at Crystal’s Mall at City Center. Just outside of
Assouline’s Bookstore, sponsored by Coke, we
performed, “I’d Like to Teach the World To Sing”.
We created quite an attraction and made the
Las Vegas, NV
world a little brighter with our music.
In October, we sang
at the Global Gaming
Convention at the Sands
Expo. To promote women
in the workforce and the
new Dolly Pardon slot
machine, we dressed as
ﬁremen, police ofﬁcers, pilots, and secretaries while
singing Dolly Pardon’s hit,
“Nine to Five”.
On December 1, we
invite you to celebrate
our 50th Anniversary at South Point. It will be an elegant evening of ﬁne dining, dancing, entertainment, and a silent auction. News broadcaster, Dave
Courvoiser will emcee and Phantom of the Opera’s, Bruce Ewing, will be
our featured entertainer. We will also team up with our men’s barbershop
choruses!
We are proud of our Denver competitors: SANTA MONICA, CACHET,
TOUCHÉ and GLITTER. And we are looking forward to our double quartets –
DESERT DOLLS, DOUBLE OR NOTHING, LONESOME LADIES and
TEETOTALERS. We hope they have a SMASHing good time! Sometimes
worlds collide though, so we will also be welcoming THE BUZZ as they host
Queens’ College in Vegas this weekend!
To help us reach our goal of becoming world competitors, we’ve been enamored by our coach, Lori Lyford, and our fabulous director, Cathie Sturm.
We also look forward to coaching with Cindi Hanson! – Carole McSimov
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Lancaster, CA

The ANTELOPE VALLEY SHOWCASE CHORUS
is busily gearing up for the holiday season and beyond – competition is lurking and we are working
hard in anticipation.
In October we had a weekend retreat with the
delightful and knowledgable Diane Porsch of the
BUFFALO GATEWAY CHORUS. She has given
us several goals to reach before her return for our
January retreat.
In September, we held our show which was well
received by all 3 audiences. One former member
who attended has even rejoined our chorus.
We have welcomed three new members in the
last month who will join us on the competition
stage in March. They are Marion Volk, Anndrea
Stephen and Dawn Baertlein. Several others are
in the audition process.
AVSC sends out congratulations to TOUCHÉ,
the new 2013 International Quartet champs, with
Region 11’s and GOLDEN SANDS’ own Patty
Cobb Baker. What a wonderful performance
they put on in the quartet ﬁnals! Also, to SANTA
MONICA CHORUS, CACHET and GLITTER, we
give our heartfelt thanks for your hard work and
excellent representation of our region in Denver.
See you all in March. – Ann Layton

Is Your Contact Info. Correct ?
If you recently changed any of your
personal contact information, you need
to be sure to update International’s
records. SAI uses e-mail addresses in
our Personal Information Proﬁles to inform us of time-sensitive issues.
1. Go to www.sweetadelineintl.org. Click
on the "Membership Section" tab.
2. When that page loads, click on "Membership Section". When that page
appears, click on "Information in the
Members Only Section".
3. You will be asked for your user name
and password. Your user name is
your last name and ﬁrst initial, with no
spaces (i.e., user name for Barb Smith
would be smithb). Your password is
your SAI member number.
4. Your "Personal Information Proﬁle"
will appear. Verify your name, address, phone number and e-mail, and
then click on "Post Changes" at the
bottom of the page.

Chorus
News

Lompoc, CA

TRI CITY SOUND is proud to announce that our Assistant Director, Cindy
Pilios, recently completed the Director Certiﬁcation Program. Way to go, girl!
Our chorus is busy rehearsing for our upcoming Christmas Friends and
Family performance on December 13
at the Lutheran Church of Our Savior in Santa Maria. We are delighted to
have several singers from the community joining us for the season.
Many dual members are working together with the PACIFIC HORIZON
CHORUS for the upcoming contest in March 2013.
We congratulate all Denver
competitors and a special salute
to champions, TOUCHÉ.
Finally, we welcome with open
arms our newest member, Enery
Williamson. She is shown here,
ﬂanked by Dyana Cridelich
and Alexis Van Natta, being
presented with her Membership
Certiﬁcate. Welcome to our fold,
Sweet Adeline! – Lyndell Penney

Ridgecrest, CA

Singing Sands

“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working
together is success.” - Henry Ford
We’ve come together, have been together for nearly 2 years, and continue to work together as the newest chorus in Region 11. We are so proud
to be members of this caring and giving region! We were overwhelmed by
your generosity as we were ‘showered’ with unimaginable gifts at Summer
Sizzler! Thank you for celebrating our chartering and supporting our efforts
to become Sweet Adelines! We look forward to many years of harmony
together!
Many thanks to the Regional Management Team, especially Lou Schroff,
for assisting in our chartering process. We also thank our coach, Monica
Tautkus, and our director, Jolene Forzetting, who have worked diligently
to share their musical knowledge with us!
Congratulations to all of our region’s international competitors: SANTA
MONICA CHORUS, CACHET, TOUCHÉ and GLITTER! Best of luck to all the
competing double quartets this weekend!

Glendale, CA

Don’t you love autumn? The heat is gone, the
leaves have fallen, the air is crisp, and Christmas
is right around the corner. But before we get
ahead of ourselves, let’s catch you up on the happenings at VERDUGO HILLS!
In August, we put on our very fun Ice Cream
Social! We turned the hall into a day at the park
and entertained with quartets, groups of all sizes,
tag singers and even a VERDUGO HILLS rendition
of Abbot and Costello!
Our Alumnae Tea in September got rave reviews
from members of our past. There were lovely tea
sets and yummy treats!
Judy Davis, one of our amazing marketing wizards, staged an estate sale fundraiser that was
very successful. Lots of work, but lots of fun! On
the ﬁrst day, a quartet showed up to serenade the
shoppers!
In November, many of us traveled to Denver to
cheer on SANTA MONICA, CACHET, TOUCHÉ
and GLITTER. What a great contest!
We were very lucky to have coaches Bobbette
Gantz and Lynne Smith work with us, and Monica
Tautkus helped us with goal setting.
We would be remiss if we didn’t brag about our
own Nagin Cox! She is a rocket scientist ... really!
She is involved with the NASA/JPL Mars Rover
adventure. She even had to live on “Mars time”!
We’re looking forward to our Christmas season
of performances and the chance to take a much
needed break before jumping into “contest mode”!
– Penny Parisi

These Region 11 chapters will celebrate
milestone anniversaries in 2013...

40 Years

55 Years

South Valley
Sound Chorus

L.A. South Towns
Show Chorus
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Chorus
News

why drink

water?

v 75% of all singers are chronically
dehydrated
v The thirst mechanism is often so weak
that it is usually mistaken for hunger
v Even mild dehydration will slow your
metabolism as much as 3%
v One glass of water calms hunger pangs
v Lack of water is the #1 trigger of daytime
fatigue
v Research indicates that eight 10-oz.
glasses of water a day could signiﬁcantly
ease back and joint pain for up to 80% of
sufferers
v A mere 2% drop in body water can
trigger fuzzy short-term memory, cause
trouble with basic math, or cause
difﬁculty focusing on a computer screen
or a printed page
v Drinking 5 glasses of water daily decreases
the risk of colon cancer by 45%, breast
cancer by 79%, & bladder cancer by 50%
v In addition to drinking a minimum of
64 oz. per day, drink an additional 8 oz. for
every 25 pounds you are overweight
v Cold water is absorbed more quickly and
may burn more calories
v Everyday, your body must replace 2-1/2
quarts of water
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Santa Monica, CA

Rocky Mountain “Hi!” What a thrill it was for us ﬁrst timers on the
International Stage to greet Sweet Adelines from near and far. What
pride we felt when TOUCHÉ took ﬁrst place and Patty Cobb Baker
became Region 11’s newest queen. Bravo, Patty! What fun it was
to accompany our region’s wonderful champions, CACHET and
GLITTER to Denver. What glow we got receiving a glorious amount
of love and support from all our region’s participants. We owe huge
heart-felt thanks to our coaches Alan Gordon and Doreen Philbin,
and to our beloved Master Director, Laura Pallas, for guiding us to
the international stage.
Our “Hooray for Bollywood!” show in October was amazing. Our
emcee, Debbie Curtis, was a huge hit with the audience – and us!
Camila Gonzales, our Indian dance choreographer, gave us exotic ﬂair. And we thank our members, Laurie Steele and Deborah
Hockenberger for teaching us the serious technique of sari wrapping!
Region 11’s Fall Festival, hosted by CELEBRITY CITY is here!
Good luck to all the novice double quartets, the dueling color (purple
and silver vs. gold and white) choruses and to all the stars in the
Rising Star contest. There is a cornucopia of educational and entertaining classes presented by Sweet Adeline super stars, including
our own Laura Pallas. Plus the exciting competitions and best of all,
our Sweet Adeline brand of camaraderie at the celebratory Saturday
night dinner honoring the Denver competitors. As the Fall Festival
ofﬁcial Barbershop tag states, we’re here to share amazing, showstopping Barbershop harmony! Aren’t we fantastically fortunate?
– Patti Nugent

Oh what a time we’ve had!
In October, GOLDEN SANDS
celebrated their 60th Anniversary
and we donned our best Glitz
and Glamour outﬁts to a sold out
house at the Grand Event Center Long Beach, CA
in Long Beach. All gowned in
black with tasteful touches of gold
and silver, we put on a fun show for
friends and family that WOWed the
crowd. Afterwards, we joined them
for a great meal, silent auction and
drawings. The piece d’resistance
was the fabulous cake!
We all sat glued to our seats –
either in person or on the webcast –
to cheer on our fearless co-director,
Patty Cobb Baker and TOUCHÉ at
this year’s International and wait for
the ﬁnal results. We welcomed her
home and sat in stitches as she,
wearing her new crown, recalled
her roller-coaster weekend. We
celebrated the event with another
wonderful cake, tiara draped cupcakes and cookies. LET US EAT
CAKE!!
Congratulations to our other sisters in song from Region 11:
SANTA MONICA CHORUS, CACHET and GLITTER – you made us
proud! – Lynn Kohoutek

Fresno, CA

VOICES UNITED is very proud to be celebrating
our 55th anniversary as a Sweet Adeline chorus
representing the Fresno area! Thank you, Dede,
for helping us continue the tradition of women’s
barbershop in our valley.
We’re looking forward to being with everyone at
Fall Festival. We will be cheering on our double
quartet, GOLDEN GIRLS, in the competition on
Friday. Saturday we’ll be rooting for our YWIH
quartet, CHICKLETTES.
We’d like to congratulate the SANTA MONICA
CHORUS, CACHET, and GLITTER for representing
Region 11 so well in Denver. We were all thrilled
to see TOUCHÉ win their crowns!
A lot has happened since we were last together
in August. New lead Mary Jo Stott is a fabulous
addition to our VU family. Shortly after Summer
Sizzler, we had our retreat at the St. Nicholas
Ranch & Retreat.
We held our annual “Wine, Women and Song”
dinner show and silent auction in September.
We also sent a contingent from our chorus to the
Central California Women’s Conference to spread
the word about our wonderful organization.
October brought the start of our Christmas
Chorus membership drive. We invite ladies who
love to sing to come and practice with us and sing
with us on our Christmas show. We will be joined
at that show by the men’s GOLD NOTE CHORUS.
Our hope is that our guests will decide they want
to stay on and become members of the chorus.
We want to start the new year with a bang and
are looking forward to being coached by Lori
Lyford and Dr. Greg Lyne as we gear up for
our regional competition. It’s great to be a Sweet
Adeline and back in Bakersﬁeld with all of you!
– Susan Sanders

The Door is Open...
These chorus coaching sessions are
open to anyone who would like to
come and watch.
As a courtesy,
consider letting
the Director or
Team Coordinator/
President know
ahead of time that
you’re planning to
visit them.

Chorus
News
Camarillo, CA

We’re delighted to welcome several new members including Lorraine
Brown, Carrie Scott, Carol Jean Rainwater, Jessica Spitzer, Clare
Wormald, Tami Zuccolillo, Linda Zaleski, and Tish Jaramillo.
July, August and September were a whirlwind of performances and amazing coaching, including time with Diane Porsch and a new coach, Donya
Metzger. Donya has been helping us with learning tracks, but we were
blown away by her incredible teaching style and ability to help us learn to
relax and free up our singing.
Our coaches and our Music Staff
have been planning our performance
at Harmony Classic in Hawaii. We
decided on a theme, a package and
songs, and are well on our way to optimizing our experience in Honolulu.
Sending a group to Hawaii takes
more than amazing music. We have
been brainstorming ways to raise
money, starting with our Spaghetti Soiree on September 22! This event was
a great success, bringing friends, family and chorus members together for an
evening of socializing, music, and fun!
Watch for info. on our Holiday Show on December 1. Also, CHANNELAIRE
will be selling rafﬂe tickets for a 50/50 at Fall Festival. Buy a chance for some
BIG $$!
We’re looking forward to working as the Assisting Chorus at Spring
Regional where we’ll try to “Spread A Little Happiness”. We hope we’ll be
able to assist the Regional Convention Steering Committee (RCSC) in making this the best convention yet!
Congratulations to CACHET, GLITTER and SANTA MONICA for your
wonderful performances in Denver. You made us all proud! HUGE
CONGRATULATIONS to Queen Patty Cobb Baker and her merry band.
What a great job and well-earned championship!

Agoura Hills Harmony .............. Jan. 18-20........Shirley Kout/Lynne Smith
Agoura Hills Harmony .............. Feb. 12 ............Shirley Kout
Antelope Valley Showcase ...... Jan. 25-27........Diane Porsch
ChannelAire .............................. Dec. 11 ............Alan Gordon
ChannelAire .............................. Jan. 22 .............Donya Metzger
ChannelAire .............................. Feb. 8-9 ...........Alan Gordon
ChannelAire .............................. Apr. 30 .............Alan Gordon
ChannelAire .............................. June 7-8...........Betty Clipman
ChannelAire .............................. Aug. 6 ..............Alan Gordon
ChannelAire .............................. Sept. 6-8 ..........Diane Porsch
Golden Sands ........................... Jan. 18-20........Pam Pieson
Paciﬁc Horizon.......................... Jan. 26 .............Bobbette Gantz
Santa Monica ............................ Jan. 22 .............Mo Field

13

Quartet
News
What a SMASHing week we
Cachet
just had in Denver. We were
proud to represent Region 11
Sally McLeish
and to be sharing the stage
Shawnna Bilyeu
with the world’s top quartets,
Tove Hoch
and we felt the love and supJeannie Vercillo
port from all of you whether
you were at the convention or
cheering via the webcast.
Congratulations to our Rising Star quartet, GLITTER. The crowd loved
their Magical Disney princess set. SANTA MONICA CHORUS really made
a splash with their show-stopping performance. And how about TOUCHÉ?
Amazing Queens of Harmony right here in our very own region. WOW!
Congratulations! Hey Patty, can we touch your crown for good luck?
We continue to sing the praises of our coaching team of Judy Ashmore, Alan
Gordon, Shirley Kout, Lynne Smith and Laura Pallas. They are the best!
Thanks to all who attended our summer Fun-raising Fiesta party. We
had such a SMASHing turn-out. Thanks also to those of you who bought
tickets for our monthly rafﬂe drawings. So far our winners have been:
Kerry Mellin – 4 VIP tickets to Wheel of Fortune
Pam Garvin – Central Coast Wine Basket
Debbie Curtis – 4 VIP tickets to Jeopardy
Arlene Karon – $400 gift card basket
We will do our grand prize drawing for the topaz/diamond ring this weekend at the dinner. Don’t miss it!
We hope all the double quartets do a SMASHing job on stage! A
SMASHing thank you to CELEBRITY CITY for being our hostess chorus.
We were invited to perform
High-Tide
for the cyclists in the 2nd
Annual Beach Babes Cycling
Joyce Spillane
Event. Hundreds of women
Katherine Mitchell
wearing costumes rode 32
Maureen Coleman
miles from Long Beach to
Lillian Zellmer
Huntington Beach to raise
funds for HealthCorp.
Happy 60th Anniversary to
GOLDEN SANDS! They had a dinner show and we were a featured quartet.
Many SAI “celebrities” were there and we were thrilled (and a bit intimidated)
to dedicate “Red, Red Robin” to ¾ of one of our all-time favs...PANACHE!
As the “Dreadful Dames”, we
transformed into barbershop zombies
for Chord Club this Halloween! We
parodied of some standard barbershop
tunes: “The Churchbells are TOLLING
for Harry” (cuz the Zombies ate him!)
and “If I Give My Heart to You” (complete with bloody rubber hearts)!
An annual tradition, we performed
at the Veteran’s Day Memorial at Mark
Twain Elementary School to honor
those who have served and sacriﬁced for our freedom.
With great excitement, we watched our Denver competitors via webcast.
You all represented Region 11 with some great performances! We’re especially proud of our friend, coach and chorus director, QUEEN PATTY and
TOUCHÉ. A dream come true!
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KMPR
Karen Betancourt
Dani Prigge
Debby Reimer
Diane McGrath
KMPR has been busy since Summer Sizzler.
CELEBRATION CHORUS’ annual show, “Alice
in Barbershopland”, gave us the opportunity to
sing several songs that we like very much. We
all did some traveling, but at different times, so
rehearsals were spotty this fall. However, a trip to
Disneyland and singing in OC for Dani’s mom allowed for road time together. We also made a trip
to Merced to spend the day coaching HARMONY
VALLEY. We have several holiday gigs coming
up, and look forward to spreading joy this season.
Welcome back ﬁrst-time competitors CACHET,
SANTA MONICA and GLITTER! You did us proud
in Denver, ladies. A special shout out to newest
Region 11 Queen, Patty Cobb Baker!! TOUCHÉ
was wonderful, and we are thrilled for them.
We wish all of you a memorable holiday season, and hope you can be with your loved ones.

Ooh La La
Barbara Adams
Linda Schrab
Jonni Wood
Judy Herr

How can this be? It’s summer in November and
OOH LA LA is practicing Christmas songs!
It was great to see everyone at Summer Sizzler
and we enjoyed debuting some of our new tunes.
OOH LA LA was delighted to be part of both the
SANTA MONICA’s and MISSION VIEJO’s chorus
shows.
We had a fun party in October, celebrating 3
birthdays at once and then had a little distraction
called International. The La La’s were “unleaded”
in Denver, but kept in touch with constant texting
while Linda watched the webcast.
CONGRATULATIONS to TOUCHÉ, as our new
Queens. And to CACHET and GLITTER for representing Region 11 so well!
We are delighted to have several holiday bookings and will be kicking off the shopping season
Thanksgiving weekend at the “Puttin’ on the Glitz”
festival in old town San Clemente.
We wish you all a safe and blessed rest of
2012 and enjoy your preparations for Region 11’s
Spring contest.

Passion
Patti Goin
Lorna Katz
Mary Walker
Cheryl Rodrigues
PASSION congratulates everyone from Region
11 who was on stage in Denver. Way to go!
Now that PASSION is half from CELEBRITY CITY
and half from HARBORLITES, we are very pleased
to announce that we have been approved to compete in Region 11!
Since Summer Sizzler, we’ve worked with Patty
Cobb Baker and Tony De Rosa, and we’ve rehearsed in Vegas, Anaheim, and San Pedro.
Although other commitments keep us from all
being at Fall Festival (What? There’s life outside
of Sweet Adelines?), we’re looking forward to
March when we’ll get to see friends, make new
ones, and sing in a great region!
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Quartet
News

Novice
Quartet
Champions
and
2012

“Lettuce” Entertain You
Audience Choice Award Winners

Caprice
Adrienne Cluff
Kaitlyn Phillips
Dede Nibler
Susan Sanders
CAPRICE is proud to announce a new addition to our quartet. Little Kenny was born shortly
after Summer Sizzler, and Kaitlyn and family are
over the moon. He’s already been to some of our
rehearsals! We were fortunate to have Kim “triple
crown” Vaughn ﬂy up and coach us right before
she ﬂew off to Denver. What a great experience.
Speaking of Denver, we were glued to the webcast of the quartet competition. Congratulations
to Patty Cobb Baker and her quartet, TOUCHÉ.
You left us breathless. Congratulations also to
CACHET and GLITTER for representing our region
so well. We look forward to hearing you sing this
week end! – Susan Sanders
“When you’re doing something you love to do, the only
reward you need is the experience of doing it.” – Bill Gove

CLOUD 9-3/4
(Voices United)

Adrienne Cluff
Gena Chambers
Clari Cone
Bea Knaapen

Touché

Patty Cobb Baker
However…if you get a crown after you ﬁnish doing what you love,
Gina Baker
SWEET!! TOUCHÉ is so proud and so humbled to be your 2013
Jan Anton
Sweet Adelines International Queens of Harmony! What an amazing
Kim Chadwick-McCormic
week we had in Denver. It was ﬁlled with joy, laughter, tears, trepidation, elation, sorrow, anticipation…every imaginable emotion. We
think we have perfected the self-facelift from all the smiling after the announcement on Friday afternoon! It was incredibly special
for us to have so many Region 11 members in Denver to wish us well and, then, do the happy dance with us.
Region 11, you have done so much to help make our dream a reality; we are forever in your debt and you are forever in our
hearts. We can’t wait to be back with you in March at regional competition!
A quick recap of the last few months: singing on the Winners’ Circle show and being coached by the incomparable Betty
Clipman in two of her classes; conducting our very ﬁrst TOUCHÉ Quartet Workshop in Region 24; coaching with Betty and Carole
Kirkpatrick in Columbus, OH and singing for the fantastic SCIOTO VALLEY CHORUS; and performing on two shows hosted by the
PRIDE OF PORTLAND CHORUS. As always, we’d love to perform for you on YOUR chapter show!
Our heartfelt congratulations to fellow Denver competitors CACHET and the SANTA MONICA CHORUS. We were so proud to
share the stage with such amazing champions! A’rivers for now and MERCY BUCKETS!
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