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It seems the time fl ies by so quickly this time 
of year. I swear that once the 4th of July is here, 
then school starts and it’s International contest 
time and then the Holidays are upon us. 

In all our busy rushing around, I want us to 
refl ect on how lucky we are to have this wonder-
ful organization of Sweet Adelines International. 
It gives us an opportunity to learn, to sing and 
perform, it gives us a support group of some of 
the fi nest women on the face of this earth, and it gives us almost unbelievable educational oppor-
tunities. This Fall Festival – with our esteemed guest faculty, Carole Kirkpatrick – is just another 
one of those fi ne chances to learn even more about our wonderful craft. 

This is my last seminar as Education Coordinator and it has been an honor to serve in this ca-
pacity these last few years. Many wonderful memories. If we have increased your love of learning 
or given your heart/mind/spirit a boost, or helped you appreciate and know your own strengths 
and talents, then we have succeeded. Thank you for the opportunity to serve you. YOU are the 
best asset this organization will ever have. Believe it. – Linda  walkstallwoman2000@yahoo.com

After 15 years, we now have a new Compe-
tition Coordinator for Regional Competition. 
Leah Rippetoe, who serves as an assistant 
director in CELEBRITY CITY, has served back 
stage for the past several years and is prepared 
to take on this important position. 

Tina Rowley, who has held the Compe-
tition Coordinator position for contests as 
well as seminars, will continue in her role as 
Seminar Competition and Facilities Chair. I 
appreciate both of these ladies for their will-
ingness to take on new roles and continually 
serve Region 11. 

Bea Knaapen, the Chair of the Regional 
Seminars Steering Committee (CRS), is 
continuing in her position, making sure our 
educational weekends run smoothly. Pat 
Vincent, Chair of the Regional Convention 
Steering Committee (CRC) has been hard at 
work preparing for next spring’s contest.  

We are still looking to fi ll the Regional 
Sites Chair, and there are still a few jobs avail-
able on the above committees, so please talk to 
me or one of the committee chairs if you are 
interested in a regional position! 

– Jolene
jolenecf@gmail.com

Your Communications Team has been busy, 
busy! Debbie Curtis is cranking out News@11 
in the awesome digital format and good on you 
all for taking to it so quickly! Pat Vincent, our 
webmaster is right on top of it with new pages, 
snappy photos and tons of documents to help 
our membership get the info they need when 
they need it. Bea Knaapen is hard at work 

keeping our e-group clean and spam-free. 
And I’ve been tap, tap, tapping away at our new format Regional Directory (with a little 

help from my friends, that is!). Again, my thanks to all you have responded positively to the new 
format and also to those who have contacted me with their challenges, I believe we have been able 
to accommodate most everyone and I hope that this format is one that is sustainable as we move 
forward. It certainly saves you all some $$ to have free access to it and that is a priority in this day 
and age!  

What’s next for the directory? Well, continued refi nement (all you Excel pros - CALL ME!), 
and then work to be done on our Year and Review Video. I am looking for someone to work on  
Year in Review, if  you are a video/PowerPoint geek and want to show off for the region, give me 
a shout! I also need someone who is organized and a good emailer to be on the Regional Conven-
tion Steering Committee as communications liaison, pretty much just forwarding out info in a 
timely manner (not my forte, in case you haven’t noticed!)

Looking forward to seeing you all again this weekend and also acting as part of the hostess 
chorus – whoo hoo! Love this stuff!! – Erin  lunnone@bak.rr.com

Erin Lunn
Voices Unlimited

Communications
Coordinator

Jolene Forzetting
South Valley Sound
& Channelaire

Events
Coordinator

Linda Kelly
Golden Sands

Education
Coordinator

I heard you! At Summer Sizzler, the RMT 
held a “Town Hall Meeting” on Sunday 
morning. One of the topics we talked about 
was News@11. In response to your request for 
easier-to-read pages, I’ve gone back to the old 
page format that I used to use for News@11. 
But the good news is that the edition is still 
electronic and is still full color!!  The best of 
both worlds. Let me know if you like this ver-
sion better. After 12 years as your News@11 
Editor, I love fi nding new ways to present the 
news of our region!

Previous versions of News@11 are on our 
regional website – AND so are all the issues of 
the Region 11 Marketing Minute. So if you 
want to refer back to something you previously 
read, it’s there for your convenience! 

Special thanks to Kat Shaver of HARBOR-
LITES (and formerly GOLDEN SANDS) for help-
ing me with the graphic design workshops this 
weekend! – Debbie  curtisnotes@aol.com

Debbie Curtis
Channelaire &

Harborlites

Marketing
Coordinator

Welcome back to Bakersfi eld and Fall Festival! Carole Kirkpatrick has 
returned to Region 11 to share her Expression category expertise and her 
fun! THANK YOU to VOICES UNLIMITED CHORUS and to the Regional Seminar 
Steering Committee for your hard work to make our weekend wonderful!
 This will also be our last chance to give our love and support to our 
SIX Nashville competitors before they leave in just a few weeks. We send 
you off with a big YEEHAW!!
 The RMT has something very special – and wacky – in store for you 
on Friday night. Hope you’ll be there because you defi nitely don’t want
to miss this brainchild of Mary Ashford. Be afraid, be very afraid!
 It’s going to be a great weekend – enjoy every minute!



Cathy Tautkus
RiverOaks

Team
Coordinator

Cathy TautkusCathy Tautkus

Coordinator
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Summer is behind us, holidays are in the 
air and we are counting the days until the 
International Competition! Then it’s the New 
Year, retreats and coaching and Spring Regional!

It can also be a stressful time, so now more 
than ever, it’s time to look at our chorus mem-
bership and focus on Member Retention.

“But I’m not on the membership commit-
tee!” you say? We are ALL on the membership 
committee! We all know of someone having a 
tough time. That certain someone who needs a 
little TLC to get over some of that “stuff ” that 

Summer Sizzler with Diane Porsch was 
Chapter One of embracing the Judges’ Manu-
al. Fall Festival and it’s onto Chapter Two with 
Carole Kirkpatrick, Expression Judge. Our 
Directors can look forward to an intensive day 
devoted to the Expression Category. 

Chapter Three is “Chicken Soup for the 
Director’s Soul II” on May 21-23, 2010 with 
Sharon Babb, SOUND and MUSIC Judge 
and Patty Cobb Baker, Intl. Board member.

Our fi nal Chapter Four is the Sound Cate-
gory. “Posture, Breathing, Phonation, Resonance 
and Articulation” the fundamental building 
blocks of vocal skills. Region 11 has 2 fabulous 
Sound Judges: Judy Ashmore & Bobbette Gantz.

Joanie Adler will be teaching a class that 
is all about that famous DCP Theory Test #9 
and much more. Your DCP Coordinator is 
Patti Goin at elkhippo@embarqmail.com.

Building on the success of the existing 
S.T.A.R. program, you can expect some scath-
ingly brilliant ideas coming down the pipeline 
next Summer Sizzler. Did you know that the 
“Winners’ Song” by Mary Ann Wydra, is our 
Champions song? S.T.A.R. Coordinator is 
Martha Rasmussen at mcalla9757@aol.com.

Side-by-Side in Detroit brought over half 
of our Region 11 Directors to Detroit for 2 
days of intensive training. A highlight of the 
weekend was Lip Sync contest. Third prize 
went to Certifi ed Director Kira “Mary Wells” 
Wagner and her two Certifi ed Directors, 
Jolene Forzetting and Risa Paige as her Pips.

The Technology Train left Summer Siz-
zler with many singers empowered to cast off 
their old cassette recorders in favor of a digital 
recorder. The Technology Train pulls back into 
Fall Festival with the return of that fabulous 
class by Marcia Bosma entitled, “Me and My 
Mp3”.  Let’s see how many more converts will 
be singing, “That Old Cassette Of  Mine”.

Keeping in line with my promise to visit 
every chorus over the course of the next 2 years, 
I’ve already made a visit to SANTA MONICA and 
CENTRAL COAST CELEBRATION. Expect great 
things from both in March 2010 and beyond!

– Mary  bary2bass@yahoo.com

Mary Ashford
South Valley Sound

Directors’
Coordinator

Your Region 11 Management Team 
(RMT) is looking for a few good women! 

Reach out to our membership
Enrich your Sweet Adeline experience
Give back to the Region
 Inspire others with your dedication
Open doors to new experiences
Note the difference your efforts make

This is your chance to apply for the 
RMT!  Nominees will be selected to fi ll a 
2-year term starting May 1, 2010:

• Education Coordinator – 
deadline to apply: 10/1
(International Appointment)

• Membership Coordinator – 
deadline: 12/1
(Region 11 Members Vote)

It’s again time for the Piggy Bank Contest 
for our Region 11 YWIH Fund. Your Treasurer/
Finance Coord. will receive all the details, but 
here are a few things you need to know...

Marcia Bosma
Verdugo Hills
& Harborlites

Finance
Coordinator

 Just complete an application (on the 
Forms/Downloads page of the Region 11 
website: www.sai-reg11.com ) and send it to 
me via email or regular mail. 

Perks and Benefi ts abound – meet new 
people, develop great friendships, receive 
partial reimbursement for some regional 
event expenses and enjoy the opportunity 
to exchange thoughts and ideas toward 
building a better region.

Please contact me if you have any ques-
tions or need additional information. We 
look forward to hearing from all of you 
who are interested in becoming part of our 
Regional Management Team!!

 
Cathy Tautkus

Region 11 Nomination Chair
RMT Team Coordinator

ctautkus@gmail.com

inevitably occurs in chorus. So send that note 
or email or give that extra hug ... even if it’s for 
someone that you may not know super well. I 
promise that the return will be ten-fold!

If you are that member that needs some 
extra TLC, there are women in your chorus 
who are ready to lend support and caring. 
Just extend your hand and several women will 
be right there to pull you up! And it may be 
someone you never expected!

One of the best parts of Fall Festival is the 
opportunity I have to deepen my relationship 
with many of you! We join this amazing orga-
nization because of the music and it continues 
to thrill us as we grow in the craft. But it’s the 
relationships that sustain us. My challenge 
to you is this: reach out to one another in a 
deeper way while you’re in Bakersfi eld and 
then be amazed by the results! – Lisa
morganrdh@aol.com

• The contest begins now and ends in Feb. 
• The chorus that collects the most money per 

capita (dollars divided by February 1, 2010 
membership) will receive 2 VIP seats for 
Spring Contest, to be awarded to 2 mem-
bers of your chorus’ choosing (they must 
have purchased AETs).

So start that collection right away. Patt 
Mueller (fi rebaton_65@yahoo.com) from 
CELEBRITY CITY is heading this important project.

– Marcia  marcia@mbosma.com

Lisa Miller
Central Coast
Celebration

Membership
Coordinator



Region 11
News

4

Missing Fall Festival?
Buy a DVD

Once again, DVDs of Fall Festival 
classes will be available for purchase. 
All classes taught by our faculty, 
Carole Kirkpatrick, will be fi lmed 
and everyone can purchase these 
wonderful DVDs. Classes on vocal 
production and “How to be a Judge 
or Coach” will be available. The 
popular “Me and My MP3” class 
will also be available. If you’re in the 
Double Quartet Contest you can 
have a copy of your performance.

Order Forms are on the Region 11 
website: www.sai-reg11.com. Or 
e-mail Diana Riley at 
dndriley@sbcglobal.net.

Order Forms will also 
be available in Bakers-
fi eld in each session that 
is being videotaped.

Is your calendar correct?

*IMPORTANT*

CONTEST 2010
NEW DATE: March 18-21

SUMMER SIZZLER 2010
June 11-13

FALL FESTIVAL 2010
November 12-14

Nashville marks a new 
approach with the integra-
tion of many events DURING 
our International convention. 
Convention attendees will be 
able to watch our Rising Star 
Contest on Saturday morning 
before our chorus fi nals. All of 
this to top off a week fi lled with 
more music and education than 
we ever thought possible. 

Starting with the YWIH Festival the weekend before, the girls will 
join the performers on the stage for a wonderful night of singing 
Tuesday evening followed the next morning by the breakfast with 
other YWIH Coordinators exchanging ideas and hearing from the 
YWIH task force - you’ll defi nitely be hearing more about that in the 
next edition of News@11 since the end of the month will see new 
recommendations and plans for the direction of the program.

Some choruses like CELEBRITY 
CITY, VERDUGO HILLS and AHH! 
continue to share their youth 
activities including their plans for 
festivals. We’re receiving requests 
for educator packets – so that 
means there is interest out there 
in the music and more. I know 
they would be willing to fi ll you in 
if you’d like to make something 
happen within your own chorus!

Finally, we would still like to compile a list of YWIH quartets in our 
region so if you KNOW of one (or are in one), would you please 
email me at the e-dress below so that we can have their contact 
information - especially if the quartet is interested in performing on 
other chorus shows. 

In Harmony,
Kira Wagner
Region 11 YWIH Coordinator
kira@harmonyshowcase.com
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Lancaster, CA

Lompoc, CA

Summer Sizzler was fabulous. Our chorus 
thanks the instructors and facilitators for a 
professional and informative weekend.  

This year's TRI CITY SOUND Sweet Adeline 
of the Year is Connie Burns. She's our own 
90-something, who 
conscientiously attends 
rehearsals, dresses to the 
nines, smiles and greets 
everyone. She's a role 
model for us all and 
shows no signs of 
slowing down!    

Bass Trudy Morris 
is responsible for our 
Scholarship Program/ 
This year, 2 talented high school singers 
received monetary awards. Adrianne Scheetz 
attended Valley Christian Academy in Santa 
Maria, and now attends Clearwater Chris-
tian College in Clearwater, FL. Adrianne is 
majoring in elementary education with hopes 
of earning her degree in speech therapy. We 
were thrilled when Adrianne and her friends, 
Lizzie Horstmann, Kylie Mugg, and Jaclyn 
Drapeau, formed a quartet, FOUR BY GRACE, 
and sang at our annual installation dinner.  
Adrianne is the daughter of Susan Scheetz.

Our second scholarship recipient is Felisha 
Vasquez. Felisha graduated from Cabrillo 
High School in Lompoc. She’s attending West-
mont College in Santa Barbara, majoring in 
musical theatre with a goal of becoming a pro-
fessional actress, and teaching voice and theatre.

We extend our best wishes for our up-
coming Nashville International competitors: 
SIRENS, SHIMMER!, CHEERS!, SPIRIT, TAYLOR 
MADE and CELEBRITY CITY. – Lyndell Penney

HARMONY SHOWCASE CHORUS continues 
to be extremely busy. The summer just fl ew 
by. Congratulations to GIRLS NIGHT OUT, 
2nd place winners of the Novice Quartet 
Contest at Summer Sizzler. We are so proud 
of our Susan, Karen, Linda, and Missy. We 
have welcomed 2 new members into our 
chorus in the last several weeks – Laurie 
Hendricks (baritone), a transferee from 
Chapter-at-Large, and Dottie Zagar (lead). 
Watch for both of these ladies in our double 
quartets this weekend! 

In August, we performed at the Ante-
lope Valley Fair. It was well received and our 
director, Kira Wagner, was very pleased 
with our performance. We are gearing up 
for our annual Christmas show, “Christmas 
Dreams” to be held Sunday, December 6.  

  We have two double quartets entered 
in the contest this weekend: ALL SK8 and 
CRAZY 8’S. Not much time to prepare, but 
we hope to do well. 

  We have expanded our coaching this 
year. Judy Ashmore will work with us 
October 17 on contest numbers and Patty 
Cobb Baker came in early September for a 
very intensive session and is returning for 
several more sessions before contest next 
March. She is fabulous and we all feel we 
have benefi tted a great deal by the experi-
ence. We are looking forward to her future 
visits. – Ann Layton

VERDUGO HILLS SHOWTIME CHORUS 
celebrated summer with our 11th Annual Ice 
Cream Social, “Seattle Sundae Express,” where 
we welcomed 8 community guest singers who 
joined us in performing 2 songs. The chords 
really rang during the whole event with our 
chapter quartets SPIRIT, CACHET, WHAT FOUR! 
HOT TOPIC and our special guests, THE EDGE, 
BSH’s 16th place quartet.

Many VHSC members attended SPIRIT’s 
Bingo fundraiser. Great Nashville food was ca-
tered by our own Marilyn Keown and assisted 
by HARBORLITES’ Mary Walker. There was 
bingo with homemade goodies for prizes and 
dancing to a great DJ’s music. All of which 
made a fantastic SPIRIT-fi lled night!

We proudly hosted our 3rd annual Alumnae 
Luncheon “55 and Feelin’ Fine” on September 
26 featuring singing from our chapter quartets, 
chorus and alumnae.

We had the privilege of being coached by 
Carole Kirkpatrick. We know that you will 
enjoy having her with us for Fall Festival.

Upcoming events are:

• October 14 – “Family Event” with 
guest singers at the Elks Lodge

• November 14 – “Two Bit Auction” 
at the Buena Vista Library

• December 6 – “HOLLY DAYS” 
with guest singers at the Monrovia 
Community Center

Look for more information on the R11NG.

We send love, good luck and a great big YEE-
HAW! to all Region 11 Nashville competitors: 
SIRENS, SHIMMER!, CHEERS!, SPIRIT, TAYLOR 
MADE and CELEBRITY CITY. – Sue Peacock

Glendale, CA

Emergency Preparedness At Rehearsals or Performances 

“It won’t happen to me...” generally refl ects people’s attitudes 
toward emergency preparedness and disaster planning. The 
odds of experiencing an emergency still remain relatively 
low. However the awareness factor signifi cantly increases 
everytime there’s an earthquake or deadly wildfi re. It is this 
awareness factor that prompts the need for this article.
 Take this subject back to your chorus and consider 
developing a plan to be prepared for any disaster. Include 
simple guidelines such as access to a cell phones, emergency 
water supply, available fl ashlights (help to get off the risers 
in case of power failure), and access to basic fi rst aid kit.
 Choruses should designate a Security Chair who is 
responsible for “the plan” being developed and communi-
cated to their members.

“It Won’t Happen To Me...”



We’re so excited about our cabaret show “Chocolate is Love” next Saturday October 10 
at the Agoura Hills/Calabasas Community Center.  It will be the perfect blend of entertain-
ment, dessert, and a fun silent auction, featuring AHH! CHORUS and four quartets: SIRENS – 
our amazing 2009 Champions; CACHET – our medalist quartet; BLISS – our home-grown 
foursome; and the unpredictable PARTY OF 4. If you like music and chocolate you don’t want 
to miss it!

The fabulous Lynne Smith came in September to hone our entertainment skills.  Thanks, 
Lynne, you always know how to get more out of us!  Thanks to Debbie Curtis, too, whose 
September warm-ups to Hairspray’s “You Can’t Stop The Beat” really pumped us up!

Our communications have
really gone up a notch with the 
help of Kim Toth-Tevel’s weekly, 
“What’s AHH!-p!” with links 
to choreo videos, new music 
and fun pictures – all on our 
incredible new website!  (www.
AHHchorus.net)  plus Marcia 
Loftin’s new improved “AHH! 
Notes” and her successful fun-
raiser “AHH!bay”.

Singing for the local “Relay 
for Life Celebration” let us be a 
part of a very special Luminaria 
Ceremony to help fi ght cancer.  
We sang “In My Life”, you could 
have heard a pin drop, one sweet 
moment.

We are pleased to welcome 
two new leads, Pam Garvin 
and Becky Crusoe!  It’s so much 
fun to have them with us.

Best of luck to all the per-
formers heading to Nashville 
including our own Catherine 
Berriz and her quartet, SPIRIT! 

Good luck to our 2 double 
quartets this weekend - have fun! 
Break a lip. – JoAnn Young

We’re so excited about our cabaret show “Chocolate is Love” next Saturday October 10 
at the Agoura Hills/Calabasas Community Center.  It will be the perfect blend of entertain-
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Agoura Hills, CA

Sherman Oaks, CA

RIVEROAKS is gearing up for our annual show. We’re learning new songs and polishing old rep-
ertoire. Mostly, we are trying to climb the mountain of “Never Lose Pitch.” We ponder questions 
like should you hold pitch even if the rest of the chorus is sinking around you? Or should you sink 
with everyone else? 

Speaking of our show, we hope to get barber-shoppers here to enjoy the music and comedy of 
the 1950s. We have costumes, stage dressing, dancers, and the illustrious Fritz Coleman from 
NBC with his hilarious comedy.  ODDLY ENUF will perform their special brand of barbershop 
comedy. We have quartets galore – TOP FLIGHT, HAPPY HOUR, LIMITED EDITION and 4th place 

Novice Contest medalists – SWEET TARTS! We are also introducing a dynamite mixed barbershop quartet – DOUBLE DATE!  We’ll have a Silent Auc-
tion and an audience drawing for a surprise gift!  Mark your calendars for “Happy Days of Harmony” on November 15 at 2:00pm at the Hall of 
Liberty at Forest Lawn in Hollywood!

One of our quartets, the RIVEROAKS QUARTET, entertained at a Screen Actors Guild picnic recently and were quite a hit! One group asked them 
to sing back up for them! We celebrated our 30th anniversay with a dessert social, lots of singing, and we invited many of our past members to come 
join the fun! Our annual Garage Sale fundraiser is coming up October 10 at Sunny’s house (thank you, Sunny!), and after that comes the holiday gigs 
and fundraisers, including our 3rd annual Holiday Singing Telegrams at Micki’s house! RIVEROAKS – where the fun never ends! – Katy Theodore

Bishop, CA

HIGH SIERRA had a fun Summer highlight-
ed by the Summer Sizzler. A great group from 
the chorus enjoyed the classes and opportunity 
to learn. And our competition quartet, SIERRA 
STARS, competed in the Novice Quartet Con-
test. What a terrifi c experience. The caliber of 

the quartets 
in the Nov-
ice Contest 
was awesome 
and has be-
come more 
challenging 

over the years. We can see the heart & soul 
each quartet puts into improving their abilities 
to blend & create that ring.

HIGH SIERRA and SIERRA STARS were blessed 
with a fun and inspiring coaching weekend in 
July with WILDFIRE. Mary Jo, Patti, Delia, and 
Jan know how to coax the best out of each of 
us. Lots to learn & practice: “Home Alone”, 
fl at tongue, lifted face, a smile at the end of 
each phrase, the snuff breath, don’t jaw that 
jaw, and blah, blah, blah!  The smiles and joy 
that WILDFIRE shared when we did what they 
asked for…what a treat!  We created a wall of 
sound – exciting for a chorus of our size!!! 

HIGH SIERRA will be there with bells on at 
our next competition. We’re giving it our all, 
and are excited to blow your socks off in Ba-
kersfi eld!!!  Watch out for our Double Quartet, 
the SIERRAN-EIGHT-ERS!

Good luck to all of our Region 11 Interna-
tional competitors. – Sara Lokan
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2009 Novice Quartet
Champions

BOLD
(Santa Monica Chorus)

Kate Kohler • Amanda Streit Simon
Esther Alva • Alison Widdoes

Fresno, CA

VOICES UNLIMITED has been busy working 
on a new look, tons of new music and A NEW 
NAME!  We are very excited to be ‘re-intro-
ducing’ ourselves to the Region as your proud 
hostesses this Fall Festival with our good friend 
and long-time coach, Carole Kirkpatrick.

We’ve been spending some quality time 
together as a chorus on Tuesday nights AND 
had a fabulous weekend retreat at Huntington 
Lake courtesy of Tim and Dede Nibler (along 
with the famous margarita maker, Roy Bell) 
and our ‘vocal drill sergeant’ Shirley Kout.  
Ron Black visited us in September for another 
terrifi c coaching session.

Dede has made one trip back to Australia 
to coach and has another trip planned this No-
vember. Erin has been busy in her new job as 
Communications Coordinator for the Region. 

VU has launched its new season of working 
a concession stand at the Fresno State football 
games. We also welcomed Nancy Wayne to 
the risers over the summer and we are excited 
about our next membership drive planned for 
the holiday season.

Our best wishes go to all the competitors 
in Nashville. Go Eleven! 

We’ve created a series of warm-up exercises 
just for Fall Festival. Stop by our sales booth, 
pick up a vocalize tape, and order up some de-
licious and healthy nutmeats for your holiday.

Enjoy your fabulous weekend...... WHEN 
WE SING!! – Sheila Martin

The BEACH GIRLS of the GOLDEN SANDS  
CHORUS are at it again – having a really good 
time! We welcomed to the risers 3 baritones:  
Ali Donnel, JoAnn Adams and Sallie Hollis, 
and 3 leads: Carolyn Reedy, Patty Ortloff, 
and Terry Swart.  

We sang our way through the long hot 
summer, inviting women in the community to 
join us. Our ‘Summer Singers’ were truly the 
magnifi cent dozen. They performed with us on 
September 9 as we presented our friends with a 
gift of patriotic and powerful music. We enter-
tained at the Taste of the Coast, enjoying the 
ocean breezes at Belmont Pier. The Hollywood 
Bowl “Sound of Music Sing-Along” became 
a birthday party for Linda Kelly, featuring 
“white dresses with blue satin sashes” as the 
chorus costume connection. The highlight of 
this season was opening a very special tribute 
to those public safety personnel who gave their 
lives on 9/11.  A Long Beach fi refi ghter placed 
crosses in front of his house for each of these 
noble souls; hundreds of motorcycles roared 
into the neighborhood and then we sang, try-
ing to keep tears at bay, until the last measure 
of Stars & Stripes Forever was sung.  

We look ahead to a fall coaching session 
with Jim Arns, followed by our annual show 
on December 13 – a 3pm matinee you won’t 
want to miss. Details are on our website:  
www.GoldenSandsChorus.com  It’s Great to 
be a Beach Girl! – Margaret Brewer

Long Beach, CA

San Luis Obispo, CA

Pacific
Horizon

We’ve been hand-crafting items for the 
fundraising bazaar at Sierra Vista Hospital 
this weekend. We left one person home this 
weekend to organize for us (thanks Mickie!), 
but a lot of people will go home with some 
lovely items.

In July we performed for the Cancer Relay 
Walk for Life, and sang for the San Luis Blues 
& Rattlers baseball team playoffs. August 
brought 105o heat to sing for an appreciative 
audience at Atascadero Lake Park. GOLD 
COAST CHORUS joined us to sing “The Star- 
Spangled Banner”, and it’s always a thrill to 
see the audience stand and sing along with us.  
The City of Grover Beach invited us to join 
them to commemorate September 11.

Welcome 2 new members: Shelli Borah, 
baritone, and Nancy Gulliver, lead. Shelli’s 
grandmother was a charter member of PHC, 
and her father, Bill Borah, directed the GOLD 
COAST and SILVER DOLLAR Choruses. Shelli 
grew up in our chorus and has most recently 
sung with the PACIFIC EMPIRE CHORUS. Nancy 
has been connected to barbershop harmony 
since the 1970s, and we are always glad to 
welcome folks who know and love barbershop.

The GOLD COAST CHORUS, TRI CITY 
SOUND CHORUS and CENTRAL CITY CHORDS-
MEN will join us to present barbershop har-
mony to the youth of our county. Bill Borah 
and director Kim’s son, Logan, will be the 
clinicians for this exciting event.

It is with heavy hearts we announce the 
passing of Beth Law, a member since 1970.  
During the years that Beth was at the helm 
of a large business, she remained an associate 
member, always generous in her support. –
Diane Douglas
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ChannelAire had summer coaching with 
the talented Jeff and Patty Cobb Baker, and 
the wonderful Betty Clipman. And we’ve 
had lots of exceptional work with our own 
Bobbette Gantz and Music Staff.

Members participated in fundraisers for 
SHIMMER! and CHEERS! We send our love to 
them as they represent us in Nashville. Best of 
luck also to SIRENS, SPIRIT, TAYLOR MADE, and 
CELEBRITY CITY. We know how much time, 
hard work and money it takes!

August was especially busy with com-
munity performances including the Ventura 
County Fair, the Camarillo Air Show, and the 
First Presbyterian Church in Oxnard. 

Our show is coming up on November 21. 
We’ve learned a ton of new music and look 
forward to singing for an appreciative audi-
ence! Watch the R11NG for details.

Plans are already underway for hostessing 
regional contest next March. Co-ACCs Viena 
Zeitler and Jennifer Hone are recruiting us to 
fi ll various roles for the weekend. The theme is 
“You Can’t Stop the Beat”, and it should be a 
rockin’ weekend!

Have you noticed our new logo and the 
new capital A in the middle of our name? The 
old one was 40+ years old, so it was time to 
update our look with a contemporary logo! We 
can’t wait to put it on EVERYTHING!

We’re looking forward to Fall Festival with 
informative classes and the fun of the Double 
Quartet Contest. – Ellen Allen

CELEBRITY CITY CHORUS has been keep-
ing busy on our fi nal leg of the exciting 
journey to Nashville.

In July, Director Jim Halvorson, and 
one of our Associate Directors, Risa Page, 
experienced the wonderful Side-by-Side 
Directors and Judges’ Seminar in Detroit. 
Not only was the education amazing, but 
also networking with Region 11 judges and 
directors made for fun times. (Just ask 
Mary Ashford, Judy Ashmore, or Monica 
Tautkus about their midnight discovery of 
Jim’s sacred White Castle sliders!)

In August, we had an exciting retreat in 
Mesquite, NV with Tony DeRosa, director 
of TOAST OF TAMPA, whose musical genius, 
delivered with his high-energy sense of 
humor, kept us laughing and singing for 
more coaching hours than we have ever 
experienced during a weekend Retreat. In 
mid-September, we hosted our 2nd annual 
Fashion Show, which included our quartets 
performing, a silent auction, and of course, 
beautiful fashions from Dress Barn modeled 
by members.

Then, on September 26, we performed 
in “Nashville Bound,” when we were joined 
by other Las Vegas a cappella groups to 
perform for our families, friends and the 
community.

We are so very proud to be representing 
Region 11 in Nashville – see you there! 
YEE HAW!! – Risa Page

Las Vegas, NVSan Luis Obispo, CA

CENTRAL COAST CELEBRATION is celebrating 
our new Assistant Director, Diane McGrath! 
Dani and Diane attended the Side-by-Side 
Directors Seminar in Detroit and they hit the 
ground running as a team when they returned. 
The combination of Dani’s sweetness and talent 
with Diane’s discipline and knowledge make 
every Tuesday night a challenge and a delight!

The chorus is learning a new song each 
month in preparation for our annual show in 
June – we know that’s 8 months away but it 
sneaks up fast! The theme of this year’s program 
is “Laugh In” and it should be a hoot! CELEBRA-
TION CHORUS always puts on a musical ex-
travaganza that rivals local theater with musical 
variety of all types, elaborate costumes and 
professional staging and set design. Mark your 
calendars now for June 26, 2010!

We were treated to a class by Judith Dunlore, 
a Certifi ed Master Teacher and Course Instruc-
tor of Estill Intl. Estill training simplifi es the 
learning process of vocal production by break-
ing the voice down to its working parts. For 
more info., go to www.studiosingsingsing.com.

September brought a very special coach-
ing session with the highly acclaimed Sharon 
Babb. We had the honor of having Sharon as 
our retreat coach last year and are looking for-
ward to January when she will be cracking her 
whip again. Sharon has been a Sweet Adeline 
for 40 years and is a certifi ed sound judge, Mas-
ter International Faculty and arranger. She has 
directed 4 choruses – we fi gure she ought to be 
able to handle little ol’ us! – Cindy McBurney

Santa Monica, CA

We’re not bragging or boastful!  We’re just 
proud! Proud of our Master Director Laura 
Pallas who is now directing the BHS VALLEYAIRES 
CHORUS. Proud of our own SIRENS, 2009 
Regional Champions. Proud of BOLD, our 
winning novice quartet at Summer Sizzler 
2009. Proud of our two novice double quartets 
to Fall Festival: OCTOMOM and OUT L8 – and 

also, as mic testers, a fantastic double quartet 
joining SIRENS with BOLD. And we are proud 
to be part of the fabulous Region 11 family!

Best of luck to Region 11’s champion 
chorus, CELEBRITY CITY and 5 quartets: SIRENS, 
SHIMMER!,  CHEERS!, SPIRIT and TAYLOR MADE 
– all competing at International 2009. 

Bravo! to newly expanded VOICES UNLIM-
ITED, our host chorus for Fall Festival.

On August 30, we held a 60th birthday 
party for our chorus attended by many past, 
present and future members and regional friends. 
Theresa Carey Schonbach was our witty, 
wonderful emcee. After three cakes, 30+ buffet 
entrees, a champagne toast, performances by 

SIRENS, CACHET, BOLD, 4 EVALUATION ONLY,  
SANTA MONICA CHORUS, and numerous tag 
singings, we proved 60 is the new 16. 

On September 12 we celebrated another 
birthday for the VALLEYAIRES, who turned 50. 
More fun! More singing! More cake!

    On September 27, Lora Goodpasture 
held a fundraiser for SIRENS. Members, family 
and friends made it a happy and successful 
event with gourmet food and ... cake! 

Our chorus is proud to welcome Carole 
Sundeen. Carole has been a Sweet Adeline for 
over 20 years and graces our bass section with 
her rich, melodious voice. She’s icing on the 
cake! – Patti Nugent

Ventura, CA



Bakersfi eld, CA
Downey, CA

Chorus
News

9

Torrance, CA

L.A.S.T.S. kicked off our summer with a 
“June in Bloom” open house, a smashing 
success for a SRO audience. The rest of the 
summer was sprinkled with exciting perfor-
mances throughout our South Bay community.

In July, we joined GOLDEN SANDS for our 
second annual “Nervous Novice” Quartet 
Contest – a fun evening where bribing the 
judges was not only expected, but encouraged!

We are currently gearing up for our fabu-
lous annual show November 22 in Hermosa 
Beach. We hope you will join us as passengers 
on the S.S. Cucaracha for “A Commotion on 
the Ocean” – musical mayhem on a carefree 
cruise to Rio, “Cidade Maravilhosa,” or “Mar-
velous City.” Tickets will go fast with our spe-
cial guests, THE PERFECT GENTLEMEN and the 
exotic Carmen Veranda, joining you on your 
cruise. Hang on to your seats! Life preservers 
will be provided!  

Don’t miss this cruise of a lifetime – call 
Phyllis at 310-530-1976 weekdays or 310-530-
7145 after hours and weekends to reserve your 
inside or outside cabin!

Everthing’s Jake! It’s a lollapalooza as 
the dolls of SOUTHLAND HARMONY CHORUS 
present a musical romp:

 “THE UNMENTIONABLES” - 
The True Story of Eliot Mess and Al Cologne

Saturday, November 7, 2009
Curtain Time 7:00PM

Artesia High Fine Arts Center 
(Harry’s Dance Hall)

1927 ... Lucky Lindy fl ies the Atlantic.  
The Charleston is the bee’s knees. The fl ap-
per is America’s sweetheart.

In Chicago, Al Cologne rules with 
absolute power. And stinks to high heaven. 
Disheveled federal agent Eliot Mess is on to 
the scent with his trusted band of incorrupt-
ible men of honor.  But no one can mention 
them out loud. It’s a jazzy night of the blues 
and a good old-fashioned love story. 

Starring are Bob Hartley as Eliot Mess, 
Brian Philbin as Al Cologne, Wendy 
Jackson as Roxie Roundbottom, Natasha 
Raska as Mae and Gordon Watt as Jack.  
Also joining us at Harry’s joint will be 
neo-vaudevillian physical comedy duo TEN 
WEST, the vocal stylings of mixed quartet 
READY WILLING & MABEL and pianist Clau-
dia Gambino. And other surprise patrons 
might drop in. Sound and lighting design by 
David Marcum. Sound copacetic?

So, don’t take any wooden nickels. Get 
hip to the jive, put on the Ritz, hop in your 
jalopy and get over to Harry’s Speakeasy 
...er... Dance Hall, on Saturday night, No-
vember 7.  Tell ‘em “Joe sent me!”

We have a double quartet entered in the 
contest, GEMS TONES! Good luck to them 
and all other competitors.

Welcome back to Bako, home of SOUTH 
VALLEY SOUND and Region 11’s fabulous Fall 
Festival. Thank you, VOICES UNLIMITED, for 
hosting a most tres el fabo weekend featuring 
Expression Judge Carole Kirkpatrick.

In July, SVS moved rehearsal from Monday 
to Thursday and commemorated this major 
change with an open house.  

The chorus is racking up the”Patty Power 
Points” with our ongoing IVI program. In July, 
Patty Cobb Baker returned to coach the cho-
rus. In August, the Diva herself, Lynne Smith, 
blew in for a fabulous showmanship session. 
September bought the return of Music Judge 
Marge Bailey. And rounding out 2009 will be 
another session with Lynne Smith and a night 
of riser placement and coaching with Sound 
Judge Judy “Ears of a Bat” Ashmore. A special 
thanks to Lee Hays for her ongoing musical 
assistance including IVIs and coaching.

SVS is taking the show on the road this 
year and our fi rst stop is on the HARMONY 
SHOWCASE CHORUS Holiday Show on Sunday, 
December 6. A visit to SOUTHLAND HARMONY 
is in the planning stages for next summer. 
“Have Chorus, Will Travel” and we’d love to 
come sing on your show!

We wish the best of luck to all Double 
Quartets competing this weekend including 
our very own fi ve DQs. And “have a blast” to 
Korrin Karas and Elizabeth Lopez who are 
singing on the stage for the very fi rst time. 

We wish the best of luck to CHEERS!, 
SIRENS, SPIRIT, TAYLOR MADE, CELEBRITY CITY 
and our very own Mary with SHIMMER! See 
y’all in Nashville!

Kern Valley, CA

We’ve had a fun summer – new music, 3 
new members and serving up the “Wedding 
Bell Blues” to our Ice Cream Social/Auction 
customers.  Our newest members are Eileen 
Lopez and Ashley Read (she’s 13) singing lead 

and Denyse Beham, singing bass. 
We were excited to have Laura Pallas 

coach us twice and are looking forward to the 
Christmas season and then contest. Laura gave 
many of our members PVIs with Francine and 
Cheryl giving a helping hand. 

We’re all looking forward to performing 
in the Double Quartet contest and wish each 
of you “Good Luck”.  Come visit us in the 
beautiful Kern River Valley.  Fall is absolutely 
lovely and we meet Thursday evenings at the 
Senior Center in Lake Isabella. Hope to see 
you all soon. 
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Cachet

Sally McLeish

Shawnna Bilyeu

Tove Hoch

Jeannie Vercillo

Sirens

Melissa Hockenberger

Shelly Wilner

Debra Hockenberger

Lisa Kneebone

SIRENS has been busy with many perfor-
mances: the Coffee Gallery in Altadena, an 
Alzheimer's music therapy group led by Shelly, 
the American Airlines Admirals Club’s 70th 
anniversary at LAX, a benefi t concert for the 
Youth In Harmony program (ORANGE EMPIRE 
CHORUS where we hung out with WESTMIN-
STER CHORUS and even played “doctor” with 
Patrick Claypool, baritone of OC TIMES. 
Yowza!) We sang for SANTA MONICA's 60th 
Birthday, VALLEYAIRES 50th Birthday (with 
Tove Hoch, 
who learned 
6 songs in 3 
weeks!), and 
our Fundrais-
ing Party!  
Thanks 
to SANTA 
MONICA member and dear friend, Lora Good-
pasture, who hosted the event and Astra Li, 
Lisa's friend, who catered with her loving and 
delicious cuisine. Thank you to everyone who 
supported us!

Save the dates – 

• Thursday, October 8: “SIRENS THEATRE 
presents: On the Road to Nashville without a 
lick of country music...The Ultimate Variety 
Show." Friends and family who've donated a 
performance include Laura Pallas (opera), 
Laura’s boyfriend (comedy quartet), Astra 
Li (folk-blues), Shelly's husband, Adam 
(musical poetry), Melissa's 7-yr-old daughter 
(guitar), SANTA MONICA’s Mikal Sandoval, 
"San Francisco Songbird," in 1920's character, 
and we'll end the evening with a new musical 
sport we've invented, "Tag Karaoke," where 
YOU sing on stage while we toast the release 
of our CD!

• Saturday, October 10 at 8:00pm: AGOURA 
HILLS HARMONY show

Visit our website for up-to-date information 
on upcoming events: www.sirensquartet.com.

We are honored to represent Region 11 in 
Nashville and thrilled to be sharing the stage 
along with SHIMMER!, CHEERS!, SPIRIT, TAYLOR 
MADE and CELEBRITY CITY! 

Seems as if we just saw everyone at Summer 
Sizzler and here we are again, but so much has 
happened since then.  

With International Competition in Nash-
ville only weeks away, we again want to send 
our good luck wishes with CELEBRITY CITY 
CHORUS, SHIMMER!, SIRENS, CHEERS!, SPIRIT, 
and TAYLOR MADE. Region 11 is going to be a 
mighty presence!

What an exciting surprise and treat it was 
to have Sally and Jeannie reunited with Corky 
and Jenny, and have ANGEL CITY quartet 
reprise, “Devil Went Down to Georgia” on the 
Winners’ Circle Show at Summer Sizzler!

CACHET has ramped up to a busy show 
schedule – that’s what happens when you rep-
resent four choruses! We recently sang at VER-
DUGO HILLS’ Ice Cream Social, and at SANTA 
MONICA’s 60th Birthday Party. Next week (Oc-
tober 10), you can catch us at AGOURA HILLS 
HARMONY’s “Chocolate is Love” party. We will 
also be appearing on CHANNELAIRE’s Fall Show, 
November 21, and on SANTA MONICA and 
VERDUGO HILLS’ Holiday shows, December 5 
and 6. We’re really getting some rug time.

In between gigs, we’ve had the privilege of 
working with our awesome coaches: Laura 
Pallas, Alan Gordon, and Jeff and Patty 
Baker.  What a gift to have such talented men-
tors and teachers all here in So Cal.

A big thank-you to VOICES UNLIMITED 
CHORUS for hostessing this exciting weekend, 
and best of luck to all of the double quartets. 

The recession is being felt by 
all of us, including Region 11. 
We pride ourselves on providing 
our educational seminars at the 
very lowest cost possible, but it 
is becoming more and more dif-
fi cult for us to make ends meet.  

So I’ve been thinking about 
possible ways to cut our costs 
and have come up with this idea. 

The cost of printing the hand-
outs for our seminars has sky-
rocketed. We spend an average 
of $400-500 in printing costs.

Beginning at Summer Sizzler 
2010, class handouts will be 
available on our regional web-
site prior to the seminar, and 
attendees will be asked to print 
their own copies and bring them 
to the seminar. 

We will have a minimal num-
ber of handouts available at the 
seminar for those who forget 
to print their own or who don’t 
have a computer. There will be a 
charge of $2 for a complete set 
of the seminar handouts.

Your RMT believes that this 
small change will allow us to 
keep our registration fees as 
low as they are. Plus, we’ll save 
some trees!

I hope you agree and can 
get on board with this new para-
digm shift. 

Marcia Bosma
Finance Coordinator

Region 11

 Coming soon to
chorus TCs/Presidents –

information about 
voting for the

International Board
of Directors!
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Cheers!

Barbara Gregg

Viena Zeitler

Erin Zeitler

Amanda De Lucia

Spirit

Gerry Papageorge

Pam Pieson

Corky Harvey

Catherine Berriz

Ooh La La

Barbara Adams

Leah Rippetoe

Jonni Wood

Judy Hatch

Shimmer!

Patty Cobb-Baker

Missy Pearce

Judy Ashmore

Mary Ashford

ATTENTION: 
Chorus Presidents / Team 

Coordinators and Directors

Be watching for forms for 
Regional Contest 2010 ... 
both from the Region and 

from International. 
Lots of information 
coming your way in 

November and December!

We are sooo proud of our own Leah
Rippetoe for her International appoint-
ment as Competition Coordinator. 
We are happy to share her with all
the competitors – to a degree!! We
give a rousing round of thanks
to Tina Rowley for her 15 fab
years of service, and will miss her
(and her fun footwear) behind the
scenes for both competitions! 

Our families are always number 
one, but our quartet is also family
and we adore spending time together
working to become an “all in one” – ha! 
Getting together for a rehearsal entails
a girls weekend, and we look forward to those!

Please don’t hesitate to chat with us this 
weekend when we’re out on the prowl. Gee, we 
might even break into song!

SHIMMER! is very excited to be back in 
Bako with all of our singing friends.The good 
news is that all four of us have our voices and 
we can sing and that couldn’t have happened at 
a better time! Woo Hoo!

In September, SHIMMER! sang at the 
Fireside Theater in Newbury Park and on the 
HARBORLITES show. SHIMMER! will be featured 
on the HARMONY SHOWCASE Holiday show on 
Sunday, December 6 in Lancaster.

With Nashville 3 weeks away, SHIMMER! 
is busier than ever preparing for the big stage. 
We’ve had the great fortune of coaching with 
Kim Hulbert, Jean Barford, Lynne Smith, 
Brian Philbin and our personal favorite, Jeff 
“Sing Better” Baker.

Are you looking for that perfect stock-
ing stuffer for that certain someone? Be sure 
to stop by our Fall Festival sales table for 
the latest trends in occular fashions includ-
ing mascara warmers, contact lens cases and 
glasses cases in the hottest fashion styles. And 
of course we’ll be featuring our famous line of 
Pastilles. Stuck in rush hour traffi c? How about 
a SHIMMER! or Nightlife CD.

Good luck to all Double Quartets compet-
ing this weekend. We look forward to sharing 
the International stage with CHEERS!, SIRENS, 
SPIRIT, TAYLOR MADE and CELEBRITY CITY. 
Thank you, VOICES UNLIMITED, for hosting a 
fabulous Fall Festival. A special ‘Thank You’ to 
LYNNE WONG and JIM CAMPBELL!

Got computer? Why not visit SHIMMER! 
on MySpace and Facebook and while you’re 
on Facebook, come visit Pitter, Shimmy and 
Cedric Michael in YoVille!

All Sweet Adelines know how to maximize suitcase space, right? Well, we are fi nding that 
particular skill set quite useful in maximizing our schedules as we reach the last few weeks before 
International. Talk about a whirlwind adventure that’s taking us over that rainbow!

Here’s a taste of what we’ve been up to:

 Holding fundraisers fi lled with song, socializing and 
sipping wine in Santa Barbara and Westlake Village. 

 Enjoying laughter, tears and phenomenal coaching with 
Judy Ashmore, Patty Cobb-Baker, Jeff Baker, Betty 
Clipman, and Diane Porsch. 

 Performing to work out the kinks and calm the but-
terfl ies with CHANNELAIRE (Camarillo Air Show), BHS 
PACIFIC SOUND (Cool Jazz and Hot Sips Show), and a few special songs for the First 
Presbyterian Church in Oxnard.

We’ve especially loved getting together with our Region 11 and 12 sisters in harmony at 
regional events, family and friends performances, and fundraisers to support all of the wonderful 
women competing in Nashville. We are very fortunate to have your support, are so excited about 
this opportunity, and are looking forward to seeing so many of you in Nashville. Toto, we’ve a 
feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore! 

Is it Fall already? SPIRIT hasn’t noticed 
with our noses to the grind stone doing the 
“grunge” work, as Jean Barford would call 
it. We are working our way toward Nashville 
for our second year together and can’t wait to 
share the stage with so many Region 11 stars.  
We will miss you in October at the Regional 
Fall Festival, but will be with you in SPIRIT.
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Top Flight

Theresa Schonbach

Kelly Boylan

Kathy Wright

Karen Laderman

TOP FLIGHT has had a busy summer. We’re 
learning music and rehearsing in preparation 
for the RIVEROAKS show, “Happy Days of 
Harmony,” where we’ll be a featured quartet. 
The show is on November 15 at the Hall of 
Liberty in Los Angeles. Hope to see you there! 

Of course, it wasn’t all learning new music 
and (still) working our way through the 
quartet candy bag we got at Spring Regional. 
Theresa was proud to serve as the emcee at the 
Santa Monica 60th Birthday Party in August. 
We hear Kelly may have big news for us soon 
(she’s spending a lot of time with that cute 
boyfriend). Kathy and Karen gave a fi shy per-
formance and were proud to bring home the 
Region 21 Double Quartet trophy and Golden 
Banana Award for best comedy – thank you, 
Kathie Edwards and Tina Rowley for all your 
costuming help! 

We’re sorry we won’t be there at Fall Re-
gional to sing around (yes, Kelly’s still work-
ing weekends) but we do want to wish all the 
double quartet competitors a peak experience 
on stage. And to SIRENS, CHEERS!, SPIRIT, 
TAYLOR MADE, SHIMMER! & CELEBRITY CITY...
kick some boot in Nashville!

High-Tide
Joyce Spillane

Katherine Mitchell

Maureen Coleman

Lillian Zellmer

HIGH-TIDE has had a very busy summer! 
We attended the fabulous Winner’s Circle 
Quartet Workshop where we were coached 
by Laura Pallas, Monica Tautkus, Gerry 
Papageorge and Patty Cobb Baker, and had 
more coaching with Lisa Kneebone and Jim 
Campbell (thanks for the choreo and hat 
routine Jim!).

We were honored to be Mic Testers and 
award presenters for the Novice Quartet Con-
test at Summer Sizzler. We have performed 
at several venues throughout the southland 
including Chord Club at Catalina Coffee 
House in Redondo Beach, ‘Astronomy Night’ 
at the Seal Beach Pier hosted by Bogart’s Coffee 
House, and the GOLDEN SANDS show “Let 
Freedom Ring”. Our fi rst attempt at making 
learning tracks for our chorus was a success, 
and we recorded a demo of a new song from 
Region 21 Arrangers Development Program.

HIGH-TIDE is ever so grateful for the love 
and support of Linda Kelly and the GOLDEN 
SANDS CHORUS.  We encourage quartet sing-
ing amongst our chorus members by helping 
novice quartets and double quartets with 
coaching, learning tapes, occasionally being a 
singing member of the group, and were award 
presenters at the GOLDEN SANDS Chorus ‘Ner-
vous Novice Quartet Contest’’.

Now we’re off to prepare for a busy holiday 
season and GOLDEN SANDS show “Night at the 
Toy Shoppe” on December 13!

Region 11 
offers congrat-
ulations to 
Leah Rippetoe
(Celebrity City) 
who was re-
cently appointed 
by International 
as Region 11’s 

new Competition Coordinator for 
Regional Conventions. Leah brings 
many years of regional experience 
– as well as quartet and chorus 
experience – to this new position. 
Look for her backstage next March!!

“Thank You” 
is hardly 
sufficient, but 
we DO thank 
Tina Rowley 
(Agoura Hills 
Harmony), 
who has served as Region 11 
Competition Coordinator for the 
past 15 years. We know your first 
priority was always the well-being 
of the competitors above all else. 
We will miss your fuzzy slippers 
backstage! Tina will continue to 
oversee the Novice Contests and 
facilities during seminar weekends.

Our region is very fortunate to have 
such dedicated and hard work-
ing women willing to step up and 
serve our membership to make our 
competitions successful!

Dolce

Elaine Casperson

Erin Lunn

Dede Nibler

Wendy O’Connor

We’re very excited to be a part of host-
essing this Fall Festival – another VOICES 
UNLIMITED fi rst! And it couldn’t get much 
better than to have our good friend Carole 
here with us ...
she’s worked with VOICES and DOLCE since 
way back and we love her lots. 

The Australians must really love Dede, 
‘cause she’s making her third trip back in a 

year and she really enjoys spending time with 
her new best friends from down under. 

Elaine is in her last year as a teacher and 
already has her tickets to visit the kids in 
Canada the day after schools out. She Skype’s 
with the grandkids every week and is loving 
the new computer she got this year. 

Wendy is offi cially an ‘empty nester’ with 
Brendan at SF State and Pearse at San Jose 
State so that’s taking some adjusting!  

Erin’s planning some trips for her and 
her hubby – DC next April and Sedona next 
year, trying to fi gure out what kind of fi shing 
we can do around Seattle next year. If you’re 
familiar with the area, fi ll her in! 

The best to the DQs competing this week-
end and we’ll be cheering for CELEBRITY 
CITY and all our wonderful regional quartets. 
What an exciting year for Region 11!
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