Summer
2015
Official publication of
Sequoia Pacifica Region 11

News@11
Our 2015

Champions!
Carpe Diem Chorus
and Cachet

Region 11
News
Region 11 Choruses
Agoura Hills Harmony.............. Agoura Hills, CA
www.AHHChorus.net
Antelope Valley Showcase........... Lancaster, CA
www.AVShowcaseChorus.com
Bella Nova Acappella (prosp.)....Bakersfield, CA
www.facebook.com/BNAChorus

Don't miss
Fall Festival!

Carpe Diem............................... Santa Barbara, CA
www.facebook.com/CarpeDiemSingers

We welcome back the witty, wacky,
wonderful ... DIANE PORSCH!

Celebrity City...............................Las Vegas, NV
www.CelebrityCityChorus.com

• Master Director, Buffalo Gateway –
2015 Intl. 9th Place Chorus Medalists
• Certified Showmanship Judge
• International Faculty Member
• Member of the International
Education Direction Committee
• Former International Board member
• Chorus and quartet coach

Central Coast Celebration.......... Pismo Beach, CA
www.Celebration-Chorus.com
ChannelAire.................................. Camarillo, CA
www.ChannelAire.org
Golden Sands........................... Long Beach, CA
www.GoldenSandsChorus.com
Harmony Valley................................Merced, CA
www.harmonyvalleychorus.org
Kern Valley............................. Lake Isabella, CA
www.KernValleyChorus.com
Lady Luck Showtime (prosp.)......Las Vegas, NV
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Prospective-Lady-LuckShowtime-Chorus/617556705045495?fref=ts

L.A. South Towns Show..................Torrance, CA
www.LASouthTowns.org
Pacific Horizon.................. San Luis Obispo, CA
www.PacificHorizon.org
RiverOaks.............................Sherman Oaks, CA
www.RiverOaksChorus.com
Santa Monica.........................Santa Monica, CA
www.SMChorus.com
Singing Sands............................ Ridgecrest, CA
www.facebook.com/pages/Singing-Sands-Chorus-Region11-Sweet-Adelines-International/301550153296615

South Valley Sound....................Bakersfield, CA
www.SouthValleySound.org
Tri City Sound..................................Lompoc, CA
www.TriCitySound.org
Verdugo Hills................................. Glendale, CA
www.VerdugoShowtimeChorus.org
Voices United................................... Fresno, CA
www.VoicesUnitedChorus.com
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Plus...
u Double Quartet Contest
u YWIH Classes & Quartet Contest
u Welcome Home dinner for our
Vegas Competitors:
SANTA MONICA & CACHET

November 5-8, 2015

Watch for sign-up information in September!

(REMEMBER: Registration is now included for
Region 11 Sweet Adelines!)

K eep
E ducating
Y ourself

News@11 – the official publication of Region 11
Published 3 times/year: Spring Convention • Summer Sizzler • Fall Festival

Editor: Debbie Curtis • curtisnotes2@icloud.com <--- NEW!

Region 11
News

Try
Arranging!
The Correspondence
Arranging Program (CAP) is
now accepting new students
who want to try their hand at
learning to arrange. It is done
through the computer and at
your own pace.
There are 12 Region 11
members currently enrolled
and you can find them
because they’ll be wearing
a ribbon flag attached to
their badges that says "C.A.P.
Arranger".
The only prerequisite is
that you already know how
to read both treble and bass
clefs. If you are interested
or want more information,
contact us!
Joanie Adler, CMA
tenorhoagie@msn.com
Joan D’Agostino, CMA
chemspan2@verizon.net

Did you know that candid
photos taken at contest
and at seminars are now
available for viewing and
downloading from the
new Region 11 website?
Go take a look…
http://www.sairegion11.org/photo_gallery/

Good Luck to our
2 YWIH Quartets!

Harmonyholics
&
Ruby Woo
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RMT
News
Clockwise from top:
Viena Zeitler
vienasings@gmail.com
Pat Vincent
patsingslead@gmail.com

2015 – 2016

Regional
Management
Team

Laura La Borde
region11finance@gmail.com

RMT

Kim Patrick-Miernicki
patrickmiernicki@yahoo.com
Lou Schroff
lousings@aol.com
Debbie Curtis
curtisnotes2@icloud.com
Jolene Forzetting
jolenecf@gmail.com
Lillian Zellmer
lillianzellmer@gmail.com

W

elcome to Summer Sizzler! We promise a HOT TIME in Bakersfield this year!
And we’re not referring to the weather!

We’re doing some different things for this seminar. Darlene Rogers – Vocal
Coach to the “Stars” – will be here doing our Vocal PRIDE workshops (Personal
Responsibility in Developing Excellence). And 2-time International President,
Kathy Carmody, is here to have group sessions with our chorus leadership.
On Saturday afternoon, we’re hoping everyone will participate in the Round Table
Discussions. This is your chance to learn and share about a variety of topics!

Although our Las Vegas 1 competitors – SAnta Monica and Cachet – still have
3 months of preparation ahead of them, they’ll be presenting their Vegas contest
sets to their most appreciative audience - Region 11 – on the Winners’ Circle show!
And guest quartet, LOVENOTES, will make the stage sizzle with their hot sound. If
you didn’t sign up for a dinner/show ticket on your chorus’ registration form, you
can still buy a ticket until noon on Saturday!
Enjoy the weekend!
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RMT
News
Laura La Borde

2015 – 2016

RMT

Regional
Management
Team

Greetings, Region 11! I’d like to extend a special welcome to
all the new chapter Finance Coordinators and Treasurers who
joined us this May. It’s going to be a very good year, and I’m
looking forward to our luncheon and the open exchange of
ideas we’ve come to love.
I’m thrilled to announce the addition to my team of Patt
Mueller, who will be handling the YWIH Fund. Although she
won’t be at Summer Sizzler this time, I’m looking forward to
seeing what creative things she can do to help us boost our
Finance
Fund, so that we can continue to send our YWIH quartets on to
Coordinator
the Rising Star competitions!
And speaking of adding to my team...if you have experience in
Grant writing or Fundraising, please call me, send me an email, or send me a carrier
pigeon - we need to talk!
Here’s to a fun and productive Summer Sizzler!
At our Regional Management Strategic Planning meeting,
I had a wonderfully inspiring conversation with Paula Davis.
She came to her first chorus as a broken woman, in the midst
of the most difficult time of her life. She could barely show
up and sing each week, let alone think about taking on any
responsibility in her chorus life. Each week, her singing sisters
loved on her, nurtured her, cried with her, laughed with her,
and built her up. Slowly, but surely, her confidence returned.
She began to use her talents for the good of the organization.
Marketing
Fast forward… voila… she’s our next International President!
Coordinator
“There comes that mysterious meeting in life when someone
acknowledges who we are and what we can be, igniting the
circuits of our highest potential.” – Rusty Berkus

Lillian Zellmer

You know, many of us have stories that begin this way. Our stories may not end
up exactly the same, but we can shape our own story by our willingness to serve
others. Are you using your gifts at the chorus level? Have you considered serving at
the Regional level? There are all kinds of tasks (big and small) that collectively come
together to bring you seamless events like Summer Sizzler! Grab an RMT member
and ask about the opportunities… we want to discover that leader in YOU!
Remember, just like Paula, our accomplished guest faculty for Summer Sizzler
(Kathy Carmody and Darlene Rogers) started out as singers on the risers. What is
your destiny with Sweet Adelines?
Now for your Marketing pleasure – Summer Sizzler hashtags: @SAIRegion11 and
#R11SS2015.
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Jolene Forzetting
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I am excited to be serving on the RMT in a new role as your
Communications Coordinator. I am fortunate to inherit a terrific team – Bea Knaapen as R11NG E-group Moderator, and
Debbie Curtis as Historian and News@11 Editor!
The RMT had a productive strategic planning weekend in
June with International President-Elect Paula Davis where we
identified many goals and created action plans to implement
those goals, one of which is to host our very first webcast for
Communications our 2016 competition.
Our regional website is something that is very useful and
Coordinator
interactive, and my goal is to have every chorus’ events listed
on the Regional Calendar. To post your event, just email me: jolenecf@gmail.com.
Thanks to those of you who have already sent your event info., including your fliers!
If you’re a Facebook user, I hope you’ve joined the Sequoia Pacifica Region 11 Facebook
page. Also, if you are not a member of the R11NG (Region 11’s e-group), sign up so
you won’t miss important announcements about International and Regional changes,
upcoming events, and other helpful info., as well as giving you the ability to share your
own chorus info, and ask questions. If you’re not already a member, you can easily sign
up for the R11NG by emailing your request to subscribe-R11NG@yahoogroups.com.
I look forward to an exciting and productive year and would love to hear from you
about any ideas you have for communications in our region!

Kim PatrickMiernicki

I am proud to represent my fellow directors on the RMT, and I
look forward to getting to know all of my fellow Team members.
Your directors had a wonderful weekend with Mary Rhea
(Queen, Judge, Director) from Oklahoma City as many of you
saw from Facebook posts and R11NG e-mails. I’m sure you’ve
already heard some of Mary’s ideas at your rehearsals from the
directors who attended this wonderful educational weekend.
The revitalization of the STAR Chorus continues with Tammy
Ragsdale at the helm. She has already gotten 2 contestable
barbershop songs for the STAR Chorus so they can be coached
Directors’
by our visiting faculty at Summer Sizzler. You can still learn
Coordinator
them for next time – just $5 gets you sheet music and tracks.
Fees will also go into helping to pay for other new STAR music.
Jolene Forzetting is offering a class about starting the DCP. This is available to you to
take as an assistant director, a section leader, or even a “Molly” member who’d like to
learn more about our hobby.
Like to sing tags? We will have the tag poles out at Summer Sizzler. And we’ll have
tag singers stationed at each one during some breaks to help you sing some tags with
your friends, or make some new ones who love to ring those barbershop chords. We may
schedule time to sing some tags at future seminars. Keep giving the RMT and your directors feedback about what you like at seminars and we’ll keep doing our best to include it!

RMT
News
Viena Zeitler

2015 – 2016

RMT

Regional
Management
Team

Are you looking for ways to get involved? Want to find out
more about how things are done? Interested in meeting new
people? We know that you’ve supported and worked hard for
your chorus through various administrative and musical leadership positions. How would you like to share your skills and
knowledge at the Region level? REGION 11 NEEDS YOU!
Volunteering is the practice of people working on behalf of
others or a particular cause without payment for their time and
services. People also volunteer for their own skill development,
Team
to meet others, to have fun, and for a variety of other reasons.
Coordinator
This is your opportunity to apply for appointment/election
to the Regional Management Team. Nominees will be selected to fill positions for
the 2-year term May 1, 2016 thru April 30, 2018. Be on the look-out during the next
few months for more information coming your way via the R11NG regarding these
wonderful opportunities: Communications Coordinator (RMT appointment); Education Coordinator (International appointment); Membership Coordinator (Chapter
election); Team Coordinator (RMT appointment). If you have any questions or would
like additional information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Well, here we are in the middle of “summer time when the
Lou Schroff
livin’ is easy”.
It is also the time when our chorus members take time to enjoy
their “other life” which often times leads to director, music team, and
member frustration. That being said, chorus life goes on and summer
is the perfect time to change it up to include more fun stuff. I know
that a lot of your choruses do fun social gatherings, summer singer
member programs, and patriotic performances.
This all has a lot to do with “member retention”, which seems
Membership
to be more challenging as time goes on. We all want to learn to
Coordinator
sing better, but we want to have fun doing it.
Growing our choruses with new members is very important,
but keeping the members we have is just as, if not more, important. It might be time
for your chorus to do a self-evaluation. Do a member survey to see if your members
are happy or are they moving along in a “ho-hum” mind set? Do you have an annual
member meeting where everyone is encouraged to attend and speak freely? Do you
have a suggestion box available at your rehearsals and then does your Management
Team/BOD read (listen to) your suggestions and act on them if appropriate? Management Teams/BODs are elected to serve the members – that would be you.
My hope is that each of you loves your chorus(es) and can’t wait to go to rehearsal
each week because you are LEARNING SO MUCH AND IT’S SOOOOO MUCH FUN. If
not, what can you do to change it up?
“ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE”
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For the Directors Retreat, I prepared a presentation about
our contest scores over the past 10 years. Once I created the
spreadsheet, I saw trends in both chorus and quartets scores.
Our Top 10 choruses have averaged B- scores for 10 years.
Our Chorus champs have scored only B or B+ scores for the
past 8 years. But in this past contest, the average moved closer
B, so that’s good news. And we had two choruses scoring in
the 600s for the first time since 2012 – more good news!
The same is basically true for our Top 10 quartets. They have
Education
averaged B scores over the same time period. However, our
Coordinator
2015 Top 10 quartets averaged just 502 points (B-).
As Education Coordinator, my mission is to do what I can
to help our choruses and quartets achieve higher scores. That means focusing on the
individual singer. That means more focus on the TOTAL performer, not just the vocal
performer. That means doing things differently than we’ve done it before.
Whether you’re participating or sitting in the audience, I hope you’ll find the Vocal
PRIDE workshops worthwhile! Darlene was excited when I presented this idea to her,
so it’s an experiment for all of us. And it’s fantastic to have Kathy here, working with
our chorus administrators – the one’s who keep things running while we make music!
Keep Educating Yourself – it’s the KEY to success!

Pat Vincent

This year has just been flying by and now it’s time for another
full-filled and educational weekend. I’m looking forward to seeing
all my SA sisters at Summer Sizzler. Fortunately, I’ve been able to
keep up with many of you between events through Facebook. In
addition to keeping in touch with those of you I know, I’ve been
networking with RMT members outside of Region 11, which enables me to learn about how other regions and choruses function.
There are many ladies that work tirelessly throughout the year
to make sure all our regional events run smoothly for everyone,
Events
and I’d like to take this time to thank my Committee chairs for
Coordinator
another year of excellent work.
JoAnne Hansen, Chair of Regional Seminars, keeps our seminars organized and
on track. For this Summer Sizzler, I especially want to thank our Assisting Chorus,
South Valley Sound, and Assisting Chorus Chair, Julia Adams.
Tammy Ragsdale, Chair of Regional Conventions, and Patti Goin, Competition Coordinator, have been doing a fabulous job to make our regional contests the best they can
be! The Regional Convention Steering Committee (RCSC) welcomes our newest committee members Barbara McClinton, who will be the new Awards Chair, and Bobbette
Gantz, who will be the new Official Panel Liaison.
And finally, to put in my usual “plug”. . . Please contact me (patsingslead@gmail.com)
or another RMT member to talk about the wonderful opportunities Region 11 has for
our members to become more involved at the regional level.

AHH! Chorus Successfully Launches
“Pitch Perfect 2” PR Campaign!
When 5 creative minds join together, there is
no limit to what can be done. Thus was the case when
Julie Nearhoff-McNichols, Julie Jones, Debbie Muffoletto,
Carol Higgins and Monica Tautkus went to work to launch a
campaign tied into the release of the movie, “Pitch Perfect 2”.
The costume team developed a new informal look with
black “Keep Calm” bling shirts and everyone came up with
their own end line. We hired Amber Bella Photography, a
professional photographer from Harborlites, to take new
photos of us (check out our FB page). We developed new
marketing materials and updated branding for our chorus
with the help of DC Designs (Debbie Curtis).
Laura Pallas and Timari Thorstenson gave us permission
to use her arrangement
of “The Cup Song”, and
we were off to the theaters. We set up a table to teach people
to cup, we put on mini-performances throughout the day. We
issued a FB challenge with a prize for the posting that received
the most hits. We held raffles through out the day for donated prizes and most importantly, we promoted our upcoming
AHH-capella Academy, a 6-week
course in singing acapella.
The result? Twenty-six women
signed up to learn this wonderful art!
Our annual picnic was on June 28 and the graduates
joined us in singing, “For Good” and “The Cup Song”.
One of the students even sang the solo.
Now that’s the spirit!

2015 Contest –
Region 11

Cachet

KMPR
2nd Place Medalists
Central Coast Celebration

Karen Betancourt
Dani Avalos-Prigge
Debby Reimer
Diane McGrath

Region 11 Champions
Agoura Hills Harmony • Carpe Diem • Harborlites • Santa Monica

Sally McLeish • Shawnna Allen
Tove Hoch • Catherine Berriz
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After 8

3rd Place Medalists
Voices United • CAL #11 •
South Valley Sound

Erin Lunn
Katie Whyte
Laura Turner
Wendy O’Connor

2015 Contest –
Region 11

Chemistry
4th Place Medalists
Carpe Diem • Harborlites

Mary Ashford
Carol Dirner
Diane Rothberg
Joan D’Agostino

Caprice
5th Place Medalists
Voices United

Sue Walker
Kaitlyn Phillips
Dede Nibler
Susan Sanders
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2015 Contest –
Region 11

Carpe Diem

2015 Region 11 Chorus Champions • Small Chorus Champions
Mary Ashford, Master Director
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2015 Contest –
Region 11
Verdugo Hills
2nd Place Medalist
Tammy Ragsdale,
Master Director

Celebrity
City
3rd Place
Medalist
Cathie Sturm,
Director
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2015 Contest –
Region 11

Agoura Hills
Harmony

4th Place Medalist
Monica Tautkus, Director

Golden Sands

5th Place Medalist
Chris Robertson & Gerry
Papageorge, Co-Directors
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2015 Contest –
Region 11

2015
Contest Scores
QUARTET
RiverOaks

Most Improved Chorus (+76)
Theresa Schonbach, Director

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Cachet
KMPR
After 8
Chemistry
Caprice
Felicity Blu
Hot Topic
Harmonicity
Vocal Edge
Zero Gravity

570
566
552
533
518
505
497
445
420
416

CHORUS
L.A. South Towns Show Chorus
2015 Audience Choice Winner
Caroline McLean, Director

2015 “Reach for the Top” Winners
Given to Directors of the 3 choruses with the largest score increase
over the previous year (must have directed the same chorus both
years, be a certified director, or be active in the DCP (having taken
at least one test during the previous year))
Tammy Ragsdale – Verdugo Hills
Theresa Schonbach – RiverOaks
Kira Wagner – Antelope Valley Showcase

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Carpe Diem
Verdugo Hills
Celebrity City
Agoura Hills
Harmony
Golden Sands
RiverOaks
Antelope Valley
Showcase
Central Coast
Celebration
South Valley
Sound

605
600
581
561
548
497
487
470
388
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2015 Contest –
Region 11

Winners’ Circle Awards
Most Promising
Novice Bass
No award given
this year

Most Promising
Novice Tenor

Most Promising
Novice Lead

Most Promising
Novice Baritone

FELICITY BLU

FELICITY BLU

THE ACCIDENTALS

Beth Kirchner

Carol Higgins

Juli Liu

Sizzle Award & Most Improved Quartet
CACHET

Sally McLeish • Shawnna Allen
Tove Hoch • Catherine Berriz
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2015 Contest –
Region 11

Arrangers Retreat!
June 6-8 • Tucson, AZ

Again this year, there was a joint Arranger's Retreat for Region 11 and Region 21 held in Tucson, AZ in June.
There was lots of hands on work because we had 6 teachers working with the students that included Nancy
Bergman and Joanie Adler (pictured), Anita Barzilla, Joan D'Agostino, Suzy Lobaugh and Anna Maria Parker.
All are Certified Music Arrangers except for the amazing Nancy Bergman who is a Master Music Arranger.
We were very lucky to have 6 budding arrangers from Region 11 and 6 from Region 21 including Takako Fuke
from Japan. Region 11 students included Kathy Hardie, Monica Hoffman, Carol
Lord, Diane Muscarella, Judy Overhouser-Duett, Marcelle Phene and Sue
Walker. Please thank these gals for going above and beyond to learn arranging.
They are talented people, which strengthens our region but also Sweet Adelines.
If you are interested in learning to arrange, we will be glad to tell you about CAP,
the Region 11 Correspondence Arranging Program.
Joanie Adler, Certified Music Arranger (CMA)
Joan D’Agostino, Certified Music Arranger (CMA)
Co-Chairs – Region 11 Arranger Education

Cachet Announcement...
“Sadly, our bass Catherine has resigned from our quartet due to
family health issues. We wish her all the best and couldn’t imagine a
replacement for her, but we didn’t want to let you all down by withdrawing from the International competition.
So we have asked former regional champion and international finalist
bass, Mary Ashford (formerly of Shimmer! quartet), to temporarily
step in for Catherine, and Mary has agreed! As you all know, Mary is an
incredible musician, music judge candidate, Master Director of Carpe Diem Chorus, and member of Harborlites
Chorus, and we are thrilled to have her on board. Mary’s current quartet, Chemistry, has graciously allowed
us to borrow Mary. Much love and appreciation to Carol, Diane, and Joan!
In our first public appearance with her, Mary will perform our semi-finals set with us on the Winners’ Circle
Show at Summer Sizzler, and we have a little something different for you for our finals set on the show. Come
and see the surprise!” – Cachet + 1: Sally, Shawnna, Tove, Catherine and Mary
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Comments from the

Judges’ Pit...
Region 11 – QUARTET TRENDS
SOUND Category – Mary Rhea

• Work on vocal skills is evident – continue to develop and enhance so that these skills become more habitual and consistent.
Continue to work on developing consistent breath support to add vocal energy. Focus on matching vowels and resonating space for
better tuning.
• Be more aware of cone-shaped balance.
• Stamina was an issue for many.
• Lower achieving quartets need to focus on clean intervals and tuning.
• Higher achieving quartets should delve deeper into the artistic elements of this category.

MUSIC Category – Jan Meyer

• Contestants are choosing good vehicles with strong barbershop chord structure – well-designed arrangements. Most quartets chose
material appropriate for their skill level – very few “too difficult” comments on my score sheets. Glad to see folio music being used.
• Taking an audible pitch before launching into the song would have been a good choice for many who got off to a tentative start.
• Lots of comments on my score sheets about finishing phrases, lifting phrase endings, and shorter breaths between phrases to eliminate
white spaces.
• Quite a few comments on breath support to sustain a connected vocal line and eliminate vibrato.
• Tuning was an issue for all contestants. Lower levels quartets were badly out of tune, but even the top 2 quartets had tuning errors fairly
consistently.

EXPRESSION Category – Vickie Maybury
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thank you for all the great performances. It was a pleasure to serve in your region. You do many things well!
Continue to work and develop vocal skills, especially breath management.
Quartets need to have a better understanding of musicality.
Good understanding of lyric flow and phrasing.
Need to learn the difference between dynamics that are musical vs. technical.
Characterization and emotional communication need work, but are emerging.
Taking a pitch would have raised performances because they would have started on more solid ground (only 2 or 3 took pitches).
A better understanding is needed in the area of musicality.
You have a good grasp on the barbershop style.
More emphasis needed on external and internal energy, and how it relates to performance.

SHOWMANSHIP Category – Lisa Greenough

• Overall vocal skill levels are limiting the development of the elements of this category. Many quartets need to further vocal skills and
build stamina to then incorporate a more unified approach to characterization, physical expression and energy.
• Some higher-level groups (B- and B) need to delve into character work to get to the core of the emotion and intent required to impact the
audience and present a unified approach.
• Many reserved performances need to be infused with energy and excitement for a more confident stage presence and audience rapport.
• Characterization needs a more unified approach, although some was evident. Need to develop more authentic physical expression and
movement that supports character and energy.
• Costume colors and glitz generally good. Many quartets need to consider ease of fit for stage. Some hair too casual or messy for stage
and didn’t match costume. Many needing more intense make-up color on lips and cheeks.
March 2015
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Comments from the

Judges’ Pit...
Region 11 – CHORUS TRENDS
SOUND Category – Mary Rhea

• Chorus Contest was strong!
• Work on vocal skills and unit sound is evident. Singing basics are in place – explore more
characterization in the sound.
• Attention to singing ALL dynamic levels with support (especially softs) is needed.
• Phrase endings are consistently losing energy.
• Lower-scoring choruses need continued vocal skills development with emphasis on breath support.
• Harmony accuracy will be improved with attention to clean interval singing.
• Open Division packages demonstrated creativity and polish – what a treat for our audience!

MUSIC Category – Jan Meyer

• Overall a very good region regarding chorus proficiency – nearly all choruses at B levels. Very good work being done by directors to
choose music that is strong barbershop material and appropriate for contest, as well as suitable for the skill level of their choruses.
• My tuning comments on most score sheets were about FINE tuning and small errors.
• Choruses sang with good musicality and were not guilty of oversinging or strident singing. Some actually needed to add some
assertiveness in the singing to better deliver their musical message.

EXPRESSION Category – Vickie Maybury
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wow, wonderful performances – full-on barbershop and very entertaining.
Vocal skills work is obvious.
Need some education regarding pulse and back beat.
These areas need education: energy, finesse/artistry, characterization and how it works with musicality, emotional communication.
Some very creative packages – need more education on timing, emcees and selection of soloists.
Use dynamics that are creative and musically-driven.
Continue to work breath management as well as energy.

• SHOWMANSHIP Category – Lisa Greenough

• Vocal skills are generally good – need more consistency and maintenance. Skills at a good level to delve into character work/delivery and
physical expression.
• Many choruses need a boost in energy. Bodies need to have freer physical expression.
• Many groups incorporated the elements of characterization, physical expression and energy – need consistency within the group as well
as maintaining the established levels throughout the performance.
• Open Division packages show some good creativity in the region. Developing vocal skills further will assist many of those groups in
moving ahead in this category.
• Choreography plans were generally good and well executed.
• Costume colors and fabric good. However, many groups need to address ease of fit.
• Many groups need to tidy up their casual make-up and grooming. Too many muted lipstick shades and pale cheeks – need more intensity.
• Higher-level choruses should begin to delve into deep character work – unify the character and maintain it.

•

March 2015
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Chorus
News
The Divas are back and excited to perform in the Winner’s Circle show, presenting a preview our semi-finals and finals packages for the International Competition in Las Vegas.
Preparing for our trip to Vegas has included some awesome coaching. Since
Contest, we’ve had a mini (but mighty!) retreat with Ryan Heller and another
great showmanship session with Lynne Smith.
Competition hasn’t been the only thing on our agenda. We were lucky to collaborate with USC Film School and USC Norris Cancer Center to create our first music video, featuring Laura
Pallas’ brainchild, “The Mammogram Song”, promoting the importance of mammograms.
We also performed Timari Thorstenson’s arrangement
of “The Cups Song” before a sold-out crowd of 2,500 at a
recent outdoor showing of “Pitch Perfect 2”. (Photo credit:
Eat|See|Hear)

We have certainly benefited from the current popularity of a cappella singing! We have welcomed 3 new members since Contest – Robin Engelman, Marcela Arzabe
Skipwith and Sophia Azovtseva.
Our chorus and Cachet will culminate our preparation for Vegas with a show on September 26. Please save
the date! We would love to see you there as the Adelines
and Jezebels square off on stage.
Good luck to all the competitors in the Novice Quartet Contest, including our own Moonstruck (Marie
Stephany-Akbas, Lora Goodpasture, Kathy Hardie and Shirley Ly) and The Flutterbys (Sharon Savene,
Patti Gomeztrejo, Jennifer Cheung and Lynell Van Bastolaer).
Finally, a shout-out to members Marlee Delia and Aja Gill-Dyangko, who are competing with Ruby Woo in
August at the International Rising Star Contest in Arizona. – Lora Goodpasture

We are very excited to have 4 first-timers attending Summer Sizzler and our own
chapter quartet competing on Friday night!
In May, we held our first installation and awards celebration with Lou Schroff
serving as our guest Installing Officer! We then went on to have an exciting Patriotic
(prospective) Chorus singing season and have gained more members since contest!
We were happy to send our
director, Jolene Forzetting, to the Director's Retreat
where she came back full of excitement and great ideas!
Our goal is to be chartered before Fall Festival so we
can be official members of Region 11!
We’re excited to see and hear the Novice Quartet
Contest testand wish all the competitors good luck
on stage.

Bella Nova
A Cappella
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Verdugo Hills Chorus wants to congratulate our new Master Director
Tammy Ragsdale!! Our score of 600 qualified Tammy to reach this distinction and
we couldn't be prouder! More fun news: we will be representing Region 11 at the
2016 International Convention in Las Vegas. Also representing our region, will be
our very own new chorus, Carpe Diem. They achieved the highest score of any
small chorus IN THE WORLD and will be competing in the Harmony Classic.
According to teachers, judges, parents and the kids, the 11th annual A Cappella Scholarship Festival hosted
by Verdugo Hills was a resounding success! 15 schools from Southern California competed for a total of
$46,000 in cash awards funded by a generous grant from the John C. Hench Foundation. Our audience is always
blown away by the talent exhibited by these young performers. In turn, the kids cheered to the entertainment
provided by the award-winning Westminster
Chorus. Put May 21 in your cell phone/calendar
for 2016’s festival.
A huge welcome to our new members of this
year and the last: Katie Boyd, Gale Fue, Barbara
Regan, Lynn Sloan, Pat Vincent, Christina
Bailey, Diana Riley, Shauna Scanlon, Alicia
Mendoza, and Debi Veder. We welcome them
and are excited about our future!
The best of luck to our Novice quartets,
Precious Gems and P B & J!!
Save the date: Saturday, January 23, 2016, Dinner Show at St. Luke The Evangelist Catholic
Community, Temple City, CA.– Penny Parisi
Tri City Sound (TCS) has been busy since March contest. The chorus and our
quartet, Swingtime, have performed several times for local community functions.
We like to stay in performance mode.
Several of us attended/participated in the Pacific Horizon Installation as well as
our own. During the TCS Installation we initiated the annual recognition, "Unsung
Heroine." This year's Unsung Heroine award went to Karolyn Addington. For years,
Karolyn has served diligently as TCS's Music Librarian. We thank her for her service.
This year, we awarded 2 scholarships to local high school students Laurel
Kwon and Becky Larson. These two Cabrillo High graduates are active in music, drama and community activities. They both plan to continue their musical
and theater education in college.
Our co-directors, Barbara Nigh and Cindy Pilios, attended the Directors Retreat in June. They continue to share their valuable experience with us.
So important, we have 2 new members, Dawn Drake and Gill O'Malley (pictured here left to right, respectively.) Both ladies sing Lead and we are blessed
to have them add their beautiful voices to our chorus.
Finally, we join everyone in wishing this Summer Sizzler's Novice Quartet
contestants all the best. – Lyndell Penney
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Voices United is looking
forward to seeing all of our
Region 11 friends at Summer
Sizzler. We’re also looking
forward to learning new things
from our amazing guest faculty.
We have added a new member to our VU family
since contest – Barbara Fee is now singing bass with
us and we couldn’t be more pleased!
We installed our new officers in May and presented our beloved director
emeritus, Dede Nibler, with
a plaque. She will sing on
the risers and help mentor
a new director. We are so
happy Erin Lunn is taking
the reins while we search
for a permanent director.
We conducted a membership drive in June and
invited interested women
to learn some patriotic
music with us so they
could join us for our July 4th performance at
Huntington Lake. This is the 2nd year we’ve done
this and we had a blast!
A few of our members have been spending part of
their summer learning how to arrange barbershop
music. Carol Wolf, Marcelle Phene and Sue Walker
are enrolled in the correspondence arranging program. In addition, Sue and Marcelle traveled to
Arizona for the Arrangers Development Program.
Bravo, ladies!
We want to wish all of the novice quartets competing Friday night a fabulous experience. We especially want to give a shout out to our own members
Brenda Garnas and Martha Rasmussen who will
be singing with novice quartet, Counterpoint.
Break a lip! – Susan Sanders
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ChannelAire
had a bittersweet
performance on
April 9 for the
Daughters of the
American Revolution. It was our last time having Marie Hampton
direct us as our interim director. We all savored it.
Marie will be traveling this summer into the fall.
Since she is now a Lifetime Member, perhaps Marie
and Smoochie will drop in when they return?
Lee Hays is our new director, in case you haven't
heard. The transition has been seamless and very joyful. One of the first things on Lee's agenda was to do
a PVI with all of us. (“All of us”...that reminds me of
a song.) This was a great way for her to connect with
her new chorus and we loved every minute of it.
Our annual performance on July 4th at the Ventura Street Fair was a little different this year. There
were 10 Brownies/Girl Scouts from Port Hueneme
on stage with us. Let's face it, they stole the show.
Adorable! In addition to those cutie pies, we had
10 guests who had been singing with us since early
June. The Patriotic Chorus is something that we
have done for years and it's a great way for guests to
try us out.
Darlene Rogers coached us in July and it was a
delight. We now look forward to all she and Kathy
Carmody can teach us this weekend at Summer
Sizzler. – Mary Forman

Chorus
News
Pacific
Horizon

We started off our 50th Anniversary year with a great open house with members and guests
sharing lots of amazing memories, stories, and of course cake!
We sprang into Spring with the installation of our new Team, performed by the Great and
Marvelous Norini (otherwise known as our own Nora O'Donnell). We also attended the
Installation Dinner of our dear sisters in harmony, Tri City Sound.
It wouldn't be Spring or Summer without that great American pastime – baseball,
and singing at our SLO Blues games. After we signed up for our usual number of
games, they called us back to schedule even more times to sing the National Anthem,
and Take Me Out to the Ball game during the 7th inning stretch. To top it off we get
to watch our home team play their way to victory!
We are so fortunate and blessed to have our very own in house "Professor" of Music,
Logan Patrick-Miernicki. Each month he is keeping us on our toes with lessons based
on music theory and the barbershop craft.
Stay tuned for details on our upcoming 50th Anniversary Show. Break a lip to all
those competing and representing Region 11 in Las Vegas. – Nancy Gulliver
This summer, Celebrity City has not only been singing in harmony, but
creating harmony in fashion at our “Harmony in Fashion” fashion show at the
fabulous Mesquite Club. Sponsored by Dress Barn, our models wore colorcoordinated designs that complimented their look,
and guests learned beauty tips from head to toe. Afterwards, guests were buzzing with excitement while
shopping just the right outfit that caught their eye. This annual event is one of our
most successful fundraisers, and ran beautifully because of Carolyn Goodcase, Jan
Sloan, and their teams.
June was prosperous for performances. Potential new members joined in as we gave
a proud performance at the Green Valley Presbyterian Church, where we recognized
past and present members of the military with our patriotic songs and gave remembrance and gratitude to those who served and sacrificed for our country. Our quartets,
Tonality and Block Party, graced our stage at this traditional yearly event.
We also performed for the Golden Rainbow event at the Tropicana and created
some meaningful memories with our new song “Hey Jude!” In July, during the
Fourth of July parade, we sold whimsical wind wands for patrons to swish through
the air and feel the patriotic spirit.
Our amazing membership team – Judy, Wendy, and Susan, have been working
hard to build new members through communication, education, and encouragement. We are excited to have
our new members experience Summer Sizzler for the first time! We hope Desert Dames has an unforgettable
time on stage along with all of the contestants.
In August and September, we are looking forward to the expertise of coaches Peggy Gram and Brent Graham
collaborating with our passionate director, Cathie Sturm, and building on our vocal skills and stage presence.
In the words of our director, “The risers are your stage”, so we hope to light up the stage each week with the
zing and ring of this amazing art form. – Carole McSimov
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Ah, yes, Bakersfield in July! AVSC is delighted to be participating once again at
Summer Sizzler. Our Regional team does such a superb job making our Regional
meetings exciting and educational. This weekend will be no exception, I'm sure.
Our first annual A Cappella Weekend workshop and show, held in May, involved
a lot of planning, work, and flexibility on the part of the membership and the
ensemble chorus members. But everyone rose to the occasion and had a great time. Our faculty, Nick Girard,
was fantastic, entertaining, and knowledgeable. Our chorus learned a great deal about holding such an ambitious project. We are all better for the experience.
We also garnered several new members, always a plus.
The premier opening of the a cappella movie, "Pitch
Perfect 2" happened to occur the same weekend as our
workshop and many of us attended a late showing of it in
spite of having an arduous all-day rehearsal beforehand.
Our next project is our 55th Anniversary show on
Saturday, December 5. We are well along in the planning
stages. It's going to an "out of the box" event, very original in concept. You'll want to be there – more later!
Director Kira Wagner spent an extraordinary weekend
at the Directors Seminar, hosted by Directors’ Coordinator Kim Patrick Miernicki, assisted by her son, Logan, also a director. Kira brought back to the chorus many
new rehearsal techniques which she is already applying to our group. New ideas are always welcome.
Good luck to all competing Novice Quartets this weekend, especially AVSC’s very own Sweet Serenade!
– Ann Layton
Their faces were alight with delight and their eyes twinkled in time to the music as
they heard their voices blend for the very first time into those captivating chords
that keep us coming back every Tuesday evening for more! These little tween girls
had just walked into the movie theater excited to watch the newest installment of
their favorite movie, “Pitch Perfect”, but the only thing more exciting than hearing acapella on the big screen is singing it yourself, and these girls got the chance to do just that thanks to the
innovative membership campaign by our Agoura Hills Harmony Chorus centered around the opening
of “Pitch Perfect 2”.
For 2 days,we sang outside and inside the Regency theater, teaching tags, teaching cupping (to the original
song from “Pitch Perfect”), singing in large groups, singing in small groups, signing people up for raffles, giving
away “Pitch Perfect” posters and sharing our love of music with others. Many of the people we met that day are
now a part of our A Capella Academy, a 6-week program of small group vocal lessons, singing with the chorus
as a whole, and ending with an actual performance at our annual Family Picnic at the end of June. What a joy
to see these women, who used to only listen to a capella on the big screen, light up as they take their love of
music a step further and become a part of the creation of that music!
In the words of a Bella: it’s “aca-awesome!”
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We congratulate
2015 champions
Cachet and Carpe
Diem! Also a hearty
congratulations to
Verdugo Hills as
they represent Region 11 as well in Vegas 2.
We’ve been busy since contest preparing for our first
dinner show! Our Noodles & Notes in June carried the
creative stamp of our fabulous Director, Dani, complete
with Italian ambiance and varied music. Shout- out to
Show Chair Cheryl Dove and Cuisine Chair Lisa Miller
for making the evening one to remember.
Everybody decided that our summer should focus
on BBS craft. We are thrilled to have Darlene Rogers
as faculty this weekend, as we have been coaching
with her and look forward to another session this fall.
Sadly, one of our members lost her several year
battle with cancer. Janine Holt had a positive attitude
throughout her illness, and was an inspiration to us
all. We sang at her memorial service, and, through
our tears, we felt her smiling presence among us.
We wish all novice quartet competitors a peak
experience on stage this weekend! – Diane McGrath

The ladies of the Prospective Lady Luck Showtime
Chorus are sending a big
“shout out” to all of you in
(prospective)
Barbershop Land! We are so
excited as we continue on our
magical journey as a prospective chorus.
We are feeling especially LUCKY to have our
beloved director, Linda Kelly, back with us full time.
Our Monday night rehearsals are packed with lots
of singing and fun! We're learning new music, and
ringing lots of chords.
We are also growing, and are in need of about
three sections of risers. If there is anybody out there
who may have some old risers they want to donate,
or sell at a reasonable price, please contact us. You
can contact me at bobbiesingsbass@gmail.com or
Linda Kelly at lindakelly234@yahoo.com.
We're also feeling LUCKY to have a novice quartet
competing at Summer Sizzler, and want to wish
“Good LUCK” to Amici, as well as the other quartets. See you at Summer Sizzler! – Bobbie Jewell

Lady Luck
Showtime

We’re working to build on our contest performance for our annual show in September –
“Once Upon a Tune – Fairy Tales Do Come True!”
We have a new double quartet, Sound Suite, and they have already had two singouts –
one at CBS Studios for our charity partner, Hope of the Valley, and one in Fillmore. They have
another singout planned for July.
We revived our Sweet Summer Singing quartet show in July as an opportunity for novice
quartets to present their package before bringing it on stage for the Sizzler Novice Contest.
We have members having babies and members getting married – there’s always something going on at
RiverOaks! – Katy Theodore
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We are honored and thrilled to hold the titles of both Region 11 Chorus
Champions and the overall highest-scoring Small Chorus in the organization
in 2015. Congratulations to our new MASTER DIRECTOR, Mary Ashford, too.
Harmony Classic 2016, here we come!
And we were
happy to hear that Verdugo Hills accepted
the invitation to compete on the “big” stage next
year. How great that Region 11 will have 2 chorus
representatives to cheer for!
Congrats to our own Cachet on becoming our
2015 Quartet Champions. Congratulations also
to Chemistry (4th place quartet), and to Karen
Maass and CrAzE, Region 12’s 5th place quartet.
In May, Cachet’s bass, Catherine Berriz, had to
resign from the quartet due to family health issues.
Mary Ashford is temporarily stepping in to compete
with them in Vegas. Also in May, Mary took off for
New Zealand to judge, while Judge Judy Ashmore
headed to Tazmania. Shortly after, Marcia Bosma was our Installation Officer with her clever take on “605”.
Huge congratulations to Lee Hays, the new Director of the ChannelAire Chorus. A welcomed addition to
our bass section is Joanie Adler, a dual-member with ChannelAire.
Upcoming events include coaching with Darlene Rogers and a Guest Night on July 29. On Saturday, August 22,
we will be Guest Performers on the men’s Pacific Sound Chorus show at the Vic Theatre in Santa Barbara.
Thank you, South Valley Sound for hosting the weekend featuring the talents of Darlene Rogers, Kathy
Carmody & LoveNotes. Best of luck to all novice quartet competitors!

R11NG
SING

Keep up wIth the latest
news & announcements...
• R11NG (Region 11 e-group) ........................R11NG-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
• SING (Sweet Adeline e-group) ...................sweetadelinesint-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

To become a member of either e-group, send an email to the address listed. Please
include your name and chorus in the body of the email! All emails are moderated to
eliminate spam messages.
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So our journey continues. We left the contest stage in Bako with light and
happy hearts. Our goals, were met. Increasing our overall scores...check! Feeling we had done our best...check! Making our directors proud...check! Wearing
another medal proudly...double-check.
Lou Schroff is continuing as our Team Leader, and Barbara Hennessy and
Lynn Kohoutek are returning as Finance and Communications Coordinators.
We welcomed new Team members Kathy Spier (Events), Roz Montrelli
(Membership), and the "two Sues", Woo and Brown (Marketing).
We celebrated Installation at “Funky Town” – and boy, were we funky! The special Helen McCray Award was
presented to Maureen Coleman, pitch-keeper and chorus cheerleader extraordinaire. And we applauded our
directors, Gerry Pappageorge and Chris Robertson, for agreeing to share their gifts with us for another year.
We had the honor of singing at Lakewood’s dedication of
the Veteran's Memorial Plaza on Memorial Day. Over 7,000
people, including city dignitaries and thousands of veterans,
attended. Golden Sands opened the program with the
“Star-Spangled Banner”. High Tide sang “Armed Forces
Medley” as members of each service stood tall and proud.
Another moving moment was the lighting of the renovated
Korean Jet Fighter Plaza as we sang, “America the Beautiful”.
One goal for this year is updating our repertoire. Our
directors have been busy finding exciting new songs for us.
Be sure to save November 15 for our Annual Show when we
“march them out” for your enjoyment.
We have newbies and not quite newbies ready to hit the
stage in the Novice Contest. And so our journey continues.
– Lynn Kohoutek

Congratulations to these choruses celebrating
milestone anniversaries in 2015!
Central Coast Celebration.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15 years
Antelope Valley Showcase.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 years
Harmony Valley.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 years!
Pacific Horizon.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 years!
Tri City Sound.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 years!

Welcome to
Region 11’s
newest director!

Lee Hays
ChannelAire
Chorus
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Golden Sands CHORUS
and High-Tide were very
fortunate to have the opportuJoyce
nity to sing Patriotic music at
Katherine
Del Valle Park in Lakewood for
Maureen
a very special Memorial Day
Lillian
Tribute. Lakewood officials,
veterans, and residents gathered to rededicate the Veterans Memorial Plaza after a 6-month renovation.
The centerpiece of the plaza is a decommissioned Marine Corps Douglas
F3D Skyknight fighter jet. This
plane has been a landmark at Del
Valle Park (aka “Airplane Park”)
since the 1950s, and originally was
placed there as a piece of playground
equipment! The city sold bricks for
the plaza that don the names of Veterans from Lakewood and surrounding cities. Many of the names on the
bricks are relatives of our chorus
members. There were approx. 8,000 people there between the 2 services.
High-Tide was extremely honored to step forward in the performance
to sing “The Armed Forces Medley.” The crowd cheered as our Veterans
stood during the duration of their service branch song. High-Tide is
PROUD to be AMERICAN!

High-Tide

We can't believe how quickly Chemistry
this year is flying by. In May,
Mary flew off to New Zealand
Mary
to be the Music Judge of their
Carol
regional contest. She also truly
Diane
enjoyed the fabulous Region 11
Joan
Directors' retreat with the
wonderful Mary Rhea.
Joan taught and participated in the Region 21 Arrangers' Seminar.
Meanwhile, Diane is busy as the new Carpe Diem Team Coordinator
and Carol is the Membership Coordinator. Whew! Time for quartetting?
Not!
But we are working on some of Joan's wonderful arrangements when
we have the time. Through this Fall we will be rooting for Cachet since
our own tenor, Mary ,will be their Bass temp going into International
Contest. What a crazy year so far!
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Have you
updated your
2016
calendar?
Our contest date
has changed.
We will compete one
week earlier than
previously
announced.
NEW DATE:
March 31-April 3, 2016

Quartet
News
After
Eight
Erin
Katie
Laura
Wendy
How exciting to have such great
faculty this weekend! Thank you to
the “planners” of our Region – our
team and Education Coordinator
for pulling it all together. We hope
everyone enjoys this great seminar.
Unfortunately, Wendy has a conflict this weekend, so this weekend
we'll be 'bass-less' but we are looking forward to seeing everyone.
We’re excited to perform on some
upcoming shows and thanks so
much for thinking of us. We love
to perform on chapter shows. It's
so much fun to meet all our friends
supporters, friends and family!
Hope you all have a terrific
weekend, a big thank you to our
hostess chorus, SVS and good luck
to all the novice competitors!

We are very proud and excited
Cachet
to be your Regional Quartet
Champions representing Region 11
Sally
in Las Vegas in October!
Shawnna
It’s been a quick few months
Tove
since we earned our blue ribbons
Catherine
along with Shawnna’s chorus,
Mary
Carpe Diem. In May, we were
honored to be the Mic Testers for
the Region 12 competition. What
fun; they treated us like rock stars!
Sadly, in May, our bass, Catherine had to resign from our quartet due to family health issues. We wish
her all the best and couldn’t imagine a replacement for her.
But we didn’t want to let you all down by withdrawing from the International competition, so we have asked former regional champion and
international finalist bass, Mary Ashford (formerly of Shimmer!), to
temporarily step in for Catherine. Mary is an incredible musician, Music
Judge candidate, Master Director of Carpe Diem Chorus and member of
Harborlites Chorus. We are thrilled to have her on board. Mary’s
current quartet, Chemistry, has graciously allowed us to borrow Mary.
Much love and appreciation!
Mary will perform our semi-finals set with us on the Winners’ Circle
Show and we have a little something different for you for our finals set
on the show. Come and see the surprise! We will be performing on the
Harborlites show, Sept 19, and the Santa Monica show, Sept. 26.
Thank you to South Valley Sound for hostessing this weekend and
good luck to all of the novice quartet competitors.

2015 Region 11 Directors Retreat

Guest Faculty: Mary Rhea
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We had such a great time last
spring at our Region 21 contest
in April! We congratulate our
Region 11 competing choruses
Barbara and quartets, and our regional
Linda
champions, Cachet – we know
Jonni
you will represent us well at
International this fall!
Judy
We have been keeping busy
since we last checked in. We’ve
had lots of performances including
birthdays, anniversaries, a church event, a Veterans Flag Day celebration.
Lola made a special appearance
at the annual Harborlites
Golf Classic in May, much to
the delight of one gentleman in
particular! But we won’t mention any names. We don’t kiss
and tell!
We hope to see all of you at
the Harborlites show on
September 19 and at the Santa Monica show on September 26! Then
look for us in Las Vegas in October – the La La Lounge will be OPEN as
we lead the cheering section for Judy and Santa Monica Chorus, and
Scottsdale, San Diego, and for all our sister quartets!

Ooh
La La

No
Regrets
Donna
Tammy
Bobbette
Pat
We have been busy vacationing,
moving and more vacationing.
We truly can't believe that it's
been a year since we won the 2014
Novice Quartet Contest. We wish
all this year's competing quartets
the same fun we had last year.
We are looking forward to mic
testing for all of you and sharing
a wonderful Region 11 weekend
together!
Make sure YOUR life has NO
REGRETS.

We are still on such a high from Region 11’s fabulous regional contest
this spring and wish our 2015 Champion Quartet, Cachet, huge congratulations and all of our support as you prepare for a successful jourBarbara
ney to International in Las Vegas. Cheers! had so much fun watching
Viena
all of the competitors at regional contest, and singing and laughing our
Banks
hearts out during our “girls’ night out” outgoing package. Thank you to
Amanda
all of our friends, family, and coaches who made our championship year
such a blast.
We have been busy ramping up for the next contest cycle, playing with new and old music and working with
a new coach, the talented, and hilarious, Kelly Shepard. We were honored recently to open and close the UCSB
Professional Women’s Association panel discussion on women in leadership and were inspired by the strong
women represented both on and off the stage. It reminded us of the many, many women we know in Sweet
Adelines who take on leadership roles all the time, whether it’s leading a region, a chorus, or taking ownership
of our own musical product and journey. You inspire us!
We look forward to seeing you at Summer Sizzler with the amazing Darlene Rogers and Kathy Carmody.
While Banks will be wrangling active children among the redwoods of the Northern California Coast, she promises to send all of her best ringing wishes our way. Cheers!

Cheers!
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Save the Date!
Saturday

September 26, 2015

Support Region 11's
Chorus & Quartet Champions
as we prepare to take on

Las Vegas!

Viva
Las
Divas

Presented by

The Santa Monica Chorus
under the Masterful Direction of

Laura Pallas

Paul Revere Middle School Auditorium
1450 Allenford Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90049

Tickets go on sale in August

Please watch the R11NG for more information!

RiverOaks Chorus presents………

Once
Upon
a Tune
Sunday, September 27, 2015
2:00pm

Special Guest
Quartet:
Velvet Frogs

Hall of Liberty
6300 Forest Lawn Drive
Los Angeles, Ca. 90068
Suggested donation: $20; $5 for children under 12
For more information about the show, group rates, or early bird
reservations for $18 donation, please call 818-886-SING
Percentage of profits are donated to our charity partner Hope of the Valley.

Agoura Hills Harmony Chorus,
under the direction of
Monica Tautkus, presents your
kickoff to the Holiday Season!

We invite you to enjoy a lovely selection of
Christmas and Hanukkah music as we usher in
this joyous time of year!
Save the Date:
Sunday, December 13, 2015, 3:30 p.m.
Newbury Park First Christian Church
801 Knollwood Dr., Newbury Park
Come early and shop our Holiday Boutique for unique
hand made gifts and delicious homemade goodies!
Our a capella four-part harmonies will make your spirit soar!
For more information, call 805.531.3714
or visit http://www.ahhchorus.net

Sequoia Pacifica Region #11 Sweet Adelines presents

CATCH A RISING STAR
YOUNG WOMEN IN HARMONY
QUARTET CONTEST AND ENSEMBLE
When:

Saturday, November 7, 2015
1:00 – 5:00 pm
Pre-contest info, Barbershop demo, fun and
camaraderie. Learn a 4-part barbershop
song and sing after the contest
5:00 pm
Pizza party
7:00 pm
Catch a Rising Star Contest and Ensemble

Where:
Who:
Cost:
Dress Code:

DoubleTree Hotel, Bakersfield
Open to all YWIH contestants and individual singers
Free registration
Matching quartet outfits or dresses or skirts and blouses
preferred for the performance

Contest Information:

• This event is sponsored by Sequoia Pacifica Region #11 Sweet Adelines for
young women under age 26 by next summer's Rising Star contest taking place in
New Zealand.
• 2 contest songs in 4-part barbershop style are available through Sweet Adelines
International at sweetadelineintl.org.
• Quartets will be judged according to the contest rules established by Sweet
Adelines International.
• Girls under age 18 must have parental consent and parent/chaperone at the
contest.
• Registration forms for quartets and individual singers will be available May 1.
• Registration must be postmarked by October 5, 2015.
• Winner of this contest will be sponsored by Region 11 to the Rising Star contest
next summer. Maximum prize amount is $3,500. If the winning quartet chooses
not to attend the Rising Star contest next summer, no cash prize will be awarded.
Winning quartet receives first place medals and certificate.

For further information please contact: Janice Kueppers, Region 11 YWIH Coordinator
at j.janicekueppers@ca.rr.com
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Young Women in Harmony Catch a Rising Star
th
15 Annual YWIH QUARTET CONTEST AND ENSEMBLE	
  
e Registration Form e

The contest will be held on Saturday, November 7, 2105 at 7:00 p.m. at the Doubletree Hotel in
Bakersfield, CA. Contestants and individual singers will have the opportunity to sing one song in the
Ensemble which will rehearse from 1:00 – 4:30 in the Lakes Room that same afternoon. The first
place quartet (scoring a minimum “C” level) receives funding (maximum of $3,500) to the
International Rising Star contest in New Zealand held in the summer of 2016. If the quartet chooses
not to attend the International contest, no money prize will be awarded.

Contest Rules:

Open to young women age 25 or under by next summer's Rising Star Contest.
Sweet Adelines' contest rules for song selection and scoring will apply.
Contestants must reside in the boundaries of Region 11.
Contestants under 18 must be accompanied by adult chaperone.
Each quartet will be judged in the categories of Music, Sound, Expression and
Showmanship. Ties will be broken by the highest score in the Sound Category.
• Registration Deadline: Postmarked by OCTOBER 5, 2015
Contact Sweet Adelines International at 1-800-992-7464 or sweetadelineintl.org for a list of
YWIH arrangements.
•
•
•
•
•

Questions? Contact Janice Kueppers at j.janicekueppers@ca.rr.com or (661) 310-5489.
-------------------------------------------------------------

YWIH QUARTET CONTEST AND ENSEMBLE REGISTRATION FORM
Quartet Name __________________________________________________________
Quartet contact: Name _____________________________ Phone ______________

E-mail ______________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
Applicants under age 18 must have parental permission to register:
Tenor: ____________________________ Age: ____ Parent Signature___________________
Lead: _____________________________Age: ____ Parent Signature___________________
Baritone: __________________________Age: ____ Parent Signature___________________
Bass: _____________________________Age: ____ Parent Signature___________________

ENSEMBLE SINGERS: Name _________________________________________
Phone # ________________________ E-mail ___________________________
Voice part: ___tenor ___lead ___baritone ___bass	
  
Are you or your quartet working with a Sweet Adeline Chapter? __yes __no Which one?_________

	
  

Mail to: Janice Kueppers, 25630 Barganca Ct., Valencia, CA 91355 by October 15, 2015

	
  

