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Region 11 Choruses
Agoura Hills Harmony......................... Agoura Hills, CA
www.AHHChorus.net
Antelope Valley Showcase ..................... Lancaster, CA
www.AVShowcaseChorus.com
Bella Nova Acappella............................ Bakersﬁeld, CA
www.facebook.com/BNAChorus
Carpe Diem.......................................... Santa Barbara, CA
www.carpediemchorus.org
Celebrity City .........................................Las Vegas, NV
www.CelebrityCityChorus.com

Stay in touch!

Central Coast Celebration ..................... Pismo Beach, CA
www.Celebration-Chorus.com
ChannelAire .............................................Camarillo, CA
www.ChannelAire.org
Golden Sands ......................................Long Beach, CA
www.GoldenSandsChorus.com
Harmony Valley ..........................................Merced, CA
www.harmonyvalleychorus.org
Kern Valley ........................................Lake Isabella, CA
www.KernValleyChorus.org
Lady Luck Showtime .............................Las Vegas, NV
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Prospective-LadyLuck-Showtime-Chorus/617556705045495?fref=ts
L.A. South Towns Show............................Torrance, CA
www.LASouthTowns.org
Paciﬁc Horizon............................. San Luis Obispo, CA
www.PaciﬁcHorizon.org
RiverOaks .......................................Sherman Oaks, CA
www.RiverOaksChorus.com
Santa Monica....................................Santa Monica, CA
www.SMChorus.com
Singing Sands .......................................Ridgecrest, CA
www.facebook.com/pages/Singing-Sands-Chorus-Region-11Sweet-Adelines-International/301550153296615

Southern Lights Harmony (Pros.) ...... Santa Clarita, CA
www.southernlightsharmony.com
South Valley Sound .............................. Bakersﬁeld, CA
www.SouthValleySound.org
Tri City Sound ............................................ Lompoc, CA
www.TriCitySound.org
Verdugo Hills ........................................... Glendale, CA
www.VerdugoShowtimeChorus.org
Voices United...............................................Fresno, CA
www.VoicesUnitedChorus.com
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Region 11 News

Annual Arranger’s Retreat
Region 11 and Region 21 again joined forces in June in Tucson, AZ
for the annual Arrangers' Development Program Retreat.
At this year's retreat we had students Debby Fieber, Rob Foltz,
Takako Fuke (from Japan), Carol Lord, Diane Muscarella, Mario
Reynoso, Ashley Verbeckmoes, and Sonya Yount.
Instructors Nancy Bergman, Joanie Adler, Anita Barzilla, Suzy
Lobough and Anna Maria Parker taught the following classes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eleven Barbershop Chords
What Make Barbershop Music Exciting
Hands on Arranging
Understanding Typical Barbershop Chord Progressions
Manuscript Notation
Songwriting

Every student had an opportunity to work with any of the certified
arrangers. There were many 'ah-ha' moments from the students and
everyone came away knowing more than when they came, including the teachers!
We have decided to rename this arrangers' retreat the Southwest
Arranging Development Program (Regions 11 and 21) because we
are merging our arranging programs.
You would think that
it was serious business
but we all had many
good laughs and had
lots of fun. Next year
it will be in California!
– Joanie Adler, CMA;
Co-Chair – Region 11
Arrangers Program

Congratulations to Region 11’s
HARMONYHOLICS on your great
4th-place performance at the 2016
International Rising Star contest
in Auckland, NZ. And you are the
“Stars to Watch” for the 3rd year
in a row! We’re so proud to have
you represent Region 11!
The quartet sang at several chapter rehearsals, at the CENTRAL
COAST CELEBRATION show and
at an assisted-living facility to get
out there in front of audiences
before leaving for the competition.
Our next event is the “Catch a
Rising Star” contest and ensemble
– part of Fall Festival on Saturday,
November 12. We need Regional
support to keep this going. Please
pass out a few flyers to schools,
music teachers or anyone with a
singing daughter / granddaughter.
I will attend the YWIH breakfast
in Vegas, and the YWIH chorus
rehearsal and performance at
International, an event that also
could use Regional support to
have a large chorus of young
women.
Thank you for all your chapter is
trying to do in this important area.
– Janice Kueppers
Region 11 YWIH Chair

Region 11 News

Region 11 Gets Ready
to Strike it RICH in Vegas!

Cachet

2016 International
Quartet Contest

Carpe Diem

2016 Harmony Classic
Division A Contest

Verdugo Hills
2016 International
Chorus Contest
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Management
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Lou Schroff
lousings@aol.com

Shawnna Allen
shawnnasings@gmail.com

Kim Patrick-Miernicki
patrickmiernicki@yahoo.com

Lillian Zellmer
lillianzellmer@gmail.com

Pat Vincent
patsingslead@gmail.com

Jolene Forzetting
jolenecf@gmail.com

Debbie Curtis
curtisnotes2@icloud.com

Laura La Borde
region11finance@gmail.com

W

elcome back to beautiful Bakersfield! Are you ready for some hot weather
and hot barbershop? Thank you to GOLDEN SANDS CHORUS for assisting
this weekend. It’s not easy covering all the tasks that need to be done and we
appreciate your hard work.

What can we say about our Guest Faculty, FRENZY, this weekend? They
stepped up when we needed them, and will be offering a boatload of great
information to help us become better singers – both vocally and visually! Thank
you, girls, for bringing your harmony and fun to Region 11!
The Novice Quartet Contest, the “e-Harmony” Quartet Matching Party, the
Winners’ Circle dinner/show, plus many other classes taught by our own
amazing educators – it’s going to be an exciting weekend at “Harmony
Junction.” Enjoy every minute!
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Lillian Zellmer

It’s a fact that we have singers of all ages in our organization, ranging from 12 to 102. That’s at least 5 generations!
More than any other time in history, it is imperative that
we understand the way each of our members think, and why
they think the way they do! Our “programming” may simply
be a result of the era in which we were born.
Unlike any other time in history, the ways we communicate,
our mindset, and our attitudes have never been so varied.
Marketing
The ever-increasing presence of technology in our world
Coordinator
makes these generational gaps expand wider and wider every
passing day. Some may struggle to read a simple email, while
others seem to know how to master technology from the moment they are born.
What can we do about this? How can we understand?
Well, fear not! Membership Coordinator Lou Schroff and I (also known as “Team
M&M”) will be teaming up once again at Summer Sizzler to address these issues
in our class “Bridging the Generation Gap”. The class will provide insight (much
like a personality test) to understand how your riser buddy is reacting to various
chorus issues.
We invite women of EVERY age and EVERY generation, to join us on Saturday
at 10:15 am for a hilarious and very interactive session to take a look at the
generational issues that we face in our choruses today. Hope to see you there!

Kim PatrickMiernicki

Looking forward to seeing everyone at Summer Sizzler as
always. Will be giving hugs to all members, but especially to
the members who reside in the Kern Valley areas. They have
suffered such a great loss in their beautiful area of our region.
Congratulations to Janice Kueppers on becoming the
Director of ANTELOPE VALLEY SHOWTIME CHORUS, and
we look forward to the birth of a new chorus, PROSPECTIVE
SOUTHERN LIGHTS HARMONY CHORUS in Santa Clarita
under the direction of Kira Wagner.
Directors’
As announced on the R11NG, we have finished revamping
Coordinator
the STAR (Sing Together At Regional) program and are excited about having learning tracks available for all members.
Remember the password access is Starsinger. Much thanks
to Tammy Ragsdale and Logan Patrick-Miernicki, for getting
this done and to Jolene Forzetting for getting it up on our regional website. Looking forward to being able to sing with everyone.
I am still looking for someone who has completed the DCP program to be able
to take it over for our new participants. This is a great job to dip your toes into the
pool for helping your region and your fellow singers.
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Lou Schroff

Thank you to each member of Region 11 for being the
best member you can be and always offering your individual
100%. We all have our own 100% and that’s quite ok.
If you have not read Lillian’s Marketing article, please read
it now. Our focus, as usual, is to combine the efforts and
mind set of both Membership and Marketing. We believe
strongly that it takes both to create a village for success.
At Summer Sizzler we are planning aninteractive class to
address the challenges of the generation gap in our choruses.
Membership
We will share challenges or successes in this area and what
Coordinator
you may or may not have done as a chorus to make it all
work. Again, read Lillian’s marketing article. The details are all there.
Under the Membership Coordinator, there are a number of tasks and responsibilities. I am beginning the search for members who be interested in helping out:
1. “Unsung Hero(ine)” program
2. “Red Hot Rookie” program
3. Chapter at Large Liaison (CAL)
4. Membership Growth
5. Membership Retention
If you love being a member of our wonderful Region 11 and perhaps you are the
membership chair for your chorus (or not), maybe you’d like to spread your wings
to the region. Please let me know.

Shawnna Allen

Welcome back to sunny Bakersfield! Regional friends again
and am looking forward to catching up with those of you I
don’t see as often as I wish!
I am looking forward to working with the amazing group of
women on the RMT.
Summer Sizzler always holds a special place in my heart.
I love the Novice Quartet Contest and look forward to seeing
all the up and comers this year! I know you join me in welTeam
coming FRENZY, our fabulous faculty for the weekend. I am
Coordinator
excited to see their classes and take advantage of their expertise!
I also look forward to our fantastic WINNERS’ CIRCLE show
with FRENZY and our very own Internationally-bound champions, CARPE DIEM
and CACHET, and the wonderful VERDUGO HILLS. There will be some great singing on Saturday night.
As always, I look forward to interacting with everyone under the stars pool side,
joining our voices and raising funds for our International competitors this year.
Be sure to take some time, spend some money and sing with the champion quartet!
I look forward to seeing everyone!
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Debbie Curtis

Congratulations to our Spring Regional Contest choruses
and quartets. Good things are happening in Region 11!
Did you know that Region 11 had the largest overall score
improvement in the entire organization for our Top 10
Quartets from last year to this year? Excellent!
There was good news for our choruses, too – our overall
average chorus score rose from a B- level to B. And... for the
first time in many years, Region 11 has TWO choruses comEducation
peting at International! Hope you’re all planning to attend to
Coordinator
cheer on CACHET, CARPE DIEM and VERDUGO HILLS!
Region 11 has another new prospective chorus! Welcome
to PROSPECTIVE SOUTHERN LIGHTS HARMONY CHORUS! I look forward to
working with you during the chartering process!
Region 11’s loss is Region 12’s gain. Region 11 icon, Dede Nibler, has moved to
Sacramento to be the new director of Internationally-competitive, SACRAMENTO
VALLEY CHORUS. I’m really going to feel the loss as Education Coordinator –
Dede was a faciliator or coach at nearly even seminar I’ve managed so far, and I
will miss her wisdom, her willingness to help, and her expertise. Thanks, Dede!
I’m so excited about FRENZY being with us at Summer Sizzler. Be prepared to
learn. And laugh!
Thanks to the WINNERS’ CIRCLE for allowing me to play with the Thursday
night seminar schedule to make it all about our quartets! This year’s “e-Harmony”
Quartet Matching Party will be fun, and I appreciate you organizing it all!
Finally, I have 2 new members on my Education Team (“E-Team”). In addition
to Mary Ashford, Judy Ashmore, Marcia Bosma, Sally McLeish and Kim PatrickMiernicki, I’m happy to add the talents of Laura Pallas and Liz Sloan to the mix!

Laura La Borde

Finance
Coordinator

Greetings, Region 11! It's been a hectic few months since
Contest - Fiscal End of Year keeps all the ﬁnance people busy,
busy! This IS a volunteer position, right?
I'm looking forward to seeing all the Treasurers again at our
luncheon. It's always great to catch up with what's been happening in the chorus financial world and get those out-of-thebox ideas flowing for ways to better manage the finances. It's
all about progress!
I am, once again, in need of a Regional Sales Chair to run the
Harmony Bazaar. If you think you might be interested, please
reach out to me via email, and I will be happy to send you the
information.
Enjoy your weekend!
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Pat Vincent

We had a marvelous contest this Spring and now we are
looking forward to two more wonderful seminars in 2016! I am
grateful for a hobby that gives me such wonderful educational
opportunities as well as so much fun! I can’t wait for the classes that FRENZY has in store for us during Summer Sizzler!
Region 11 is so proud of HARMONYHOLICS for their fantastic performance at the International Rising Star Quartet
Contest this month in Auckland, New Zealand. I also send my
Events
very best to CARPE DIEM, VERDUGO HILLS, and CACHET,
Coordinator
who will be representing Region 11 in Vegas this year.
My committee chairs for this year are Tammy Ragsdale, who
is the Chair of the Regional Convention Steering Committee (CRC) and JoAnne
Hansen, who is the Chair of Regional Seminar Steering Committee (CRS). There
are so many women who volunteer their time throughout the year to insure all of
the members of our region have the best experience at our events. I thank all the
members of both the steering committees, RSSC and RCSC, for giving of their
time and themselves, enabling all of us to enjoy this hobby we love so much!
If you’re interested in learning more about these committees, we’d love to share
our own experiences with you, discuss the opportunities available and those opening up in the near future, where you can contribute your time, skills and talents.
Our first live webcast was well received and successful,
bringing in enough donations to cover the cost 100%,
thanks to all of the generous souls in and out of our region!
We had over 1100 viewers during the contest and afterwards
viewing the archived files. And we’re planning for another
live webcast in 2017!
I want to take this opportunity to thank my Communication Team members Bea Knaapen – R11NG e-group ModCommunications erator, and Debbie Curtis – Historian and News@11 Editor,
Coordinator
as well as all those who volunteered their time working on
the webcast team (not enough room to list everyone here).
I do have room on my team for “a few good women” who are technically proficient, who love website design, details and computers. If that describes you or
someone you know, please get in touch with me via email (jolenecf@gmail.com)
or in person during Summer Sizzler. Our members are using the R11 website
more, and I would like to train some technowizards to keep it updated. Our regional website is something that is very useful and interactive, and my goal is to
have every chorus’ events listed on the Regional Calendar.
I look forward to an exciting year and would love to hear from you about any
ideas you have for communications in our region!

Jolene Forzetting
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Region 11 News
In April, we had a successful membership
drive called “AcappellaMania”. We greeted 15
visitors for a 5-week program that concluded
with a performance. As a result, we are thrilled
to welcome 3 new members: Meredith Carter
(baritone), Leticia Estrada Segundo (lead), and
Julie Tilney (tenor). It was so successful that
we’re planning another membership drive in August for a Patriotic Chorus.
In May, our installation dinner was held at the Shoreline Yacht Club, with
Pam Pieson at the helm. The annual Helen McCray Spirit award was presented
to Marlene Yanow. We also honored Gerry Papageorge and Lou Schroff on their milestone anniversary of 50
years in Sweet Adelines! We returned to the Long Beach Veteran’s Hospital for another performance in June.
We are thrilled to serve as the Assisting Chorus at Summer Sizzler this year. Please stop by our “Trash to
Treasure” table for some bling, and to purchase tickets for our Quilt raffle and themed baskets. We’ll all be
cheering on BA DA BING! in the Novice Quartet Contest – Roz Montrelli, Jolene Liang, Rebecca Olejar, and
Meredith Carter.
And, SAVE THE DATE for our annual dinner show on October 30. We’ve got a lot going on… and we’re all
very excited! – Lillian Zellmer
We are thrilled to be the current Regional Champions and we are already working hard on plans to host next year's Competition. And, of course, we also have
our sights set on International 2017.
We are shaking things up with new ways of approaching our music – back to
front! – and a new language of vowels and diphthongs that our Speech Team calls
“The Santa Monica Sounds”.
In April, we were pleased to participate in the Peace Chorus Festival. We came together with other singing
groups around Southern California to honor the victims of the San Bernardino tragedy. It was an evening of
inspiration, hope and healing.
Also in April, we were fortunate to have Mia Dessenberger of
LOVENOTES install our new Board. She brought the perfect
combination of elegance and fun to the festivities. In keeping
with our theme of diversity and inclusiveness, and thanks to
the creative genius of Wendy Cutler, each Board officer was
given a colorful role in painting a vibrant and meaningful
picture of our chorus life.
Chorus members are busy preparing for the Novice Quartet
Contest. We are delighted to have 3 quartets participating:
THE VOICES IN YOUR HEAD, VIXEN and WHIMSY.
In August, we'll be hosting an ice cream social, featuring our
chapter quartets. We are looking forward to a fun Novice contest this weekend, and send best wishes to CARPE
DIEM, VERDUGO HILLS and CACHET for success at International. – Lora Goodpasture

Chorus News
Since contest, we have been happily learning new music and being
coached by Darlene Rogers and Judy Ashmore.
In April, our Installation Dinner was great fun with delicious food, as
usual. Lifetime Member, Debbie Curtis, made the evening even more
fun using Ellen Degeneres’s “Heads Up” game to install our officers.
On Memorial Day weekend, we were the entertainment
at a dinner at Oxnard Shores. This audience really loved us
and gave us two standing O's. Really wonderful event and we
smiled all the way home.
We performed again at the Ventura Street Fair on July 4th.
This event always has many former members in attendance to
cheer us on. A great way to celebrate.
Our 3rd annual Ice Cream Social is planned for August 6, at
1:30 pm. CACHET will be our special guests! This is always a
"standing room only" event at our rehearsal hall, Center for
Spiritual Living, 340 Mobil Avenue, Camarillo. See you there!
We are so excited to have three contestants from Region 11 at Las Vegas 2. Very proud of CACHET, CARPE
DIEM, and VERDUGO HILLS. Many of us will be there or watching the Webcast. Can't wait!
ChannelAire is the assisting chorus for Fall Festival, and has been planning for months. You don't want to
miss this one. Sharon Babb and Lynne Smith are the faculty. The dates are November 10–13.
Continue to enjoy summer and see you in November! – Mary Forman
We are happy to sizzle along with all of our friends in Bakersﬁeld! We’re
looking forward to a weekend filled with music and laughter.
We have been busy since contest. We sang at the Legion of Honor to recognize the sacriﬁce of our local veterans. We installed our new management
team with the help of the hilarious Marcia Bosma. She is “second to none”.
(inside joke alert) And we invited women from our community to join our
annual Patriotic Chorus on the 4th of July where we performed together in Madera to sing a patriotic package
accompanied by a spectacular fireworks show! We hope to add some of those new voices to our chorus.
Our “novice” award-winning director, Michael Ogdon, will travel to New Orleans for the Director’s Seminar in
August to learn more about our unique art form. Shirley
Kout has been inspiring Michael and the chorus to increase
our skill level. We are grateful to have such a great coach
just up Highway 99. We wish an exciting and successful
seminar to all our participating Region 11 directors!
We also welcomed 3 members to our VOICES UNITED
family. We are thrilled to have barbershop newbie, Maura
Wedell on lead, join us on the risers as well as two former
members have rejoined our ranks: Adrienne Cluff and
Terrie Dasher. – Sue Walker
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Chorus News
HARMONY VALLEY had a great Patriotic Chorus
this spring. We performed at the American Legion
and VFW's Memorial Day Service at our District
Cemetery.
We have 2 new members from it: Esther Smith and
Linda Hand. We had a very successful garage sale involving all our members, new and current and husbands and friends of the chorus. With the
size of our chorus we couldn't have done it without any of these great
people. – DonnaLee Hartman

Harmony
Valley

It’s been a busy few months for us. We
welcomed 2 new members to our chorus –
Madeleine Arel-Davis and Carolyn Eaton.
Madeleine is a returning member and
singing tenor. Carolyn sings bass and previously sang in Arizona’s championship
SCOTTSDALE CHORUS and FAST TRACK quartet.
For our installation, we had the privilege of having Bonnie Fedyski
serving as our installer this year. Bonnie sang bass with the International
Champion quartet, CHICAGO FIRE. with our director, Dani!
With the best weather and bluest skies in California, the Oceano Dunes
provided the perfect location for us to celebrate our fabulous director’s
birthday. Dani’s birthday celebration was complete with a beach bonfire
to roast hot dogs, marshmallows, and make delicious s’mores.
To demonstrate our Sweet Adeline community spirit, we staffed a
polling station in San Luis Obispo, and sang the National Anthem at San
Luis Blues baseball games.
In June, we presented our summer
dinner show, “Wild
West Women”. It
was a huge success
and everyone had a
great time as you can see from the picture.
In addition to chorus and solo performances, the Region 11 YWIH
champs, HARMONYHOLICS, graciously performed. In July, we held a
fireworks fundraiser from our booth in Arroyo Grande.
We’d like to say “Thank you” to FRENZY for sharing their expertise at
Summer Sizzler this year. Additionally, we want to send our best wishes to CARPE DIEM in the Harmony Classic, VERDUGO HILLS in the
Chorus Contest, and CACHET in the Quartet Contest as they compete at
International in Las Vegas. – Lori Hope
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We are
currently
interviewing/
auditioning
candidates
for directorship. Thus far, we had the privilege
of auditioning three candidates.
All candidates were interesting in
their own unique ways. We even
had a Jazz pianist, a non-barbershop candidate, step up to the
platform! We are still accepting
applications and busy scheduling
interviews (auditions) throughout Summer and Fall. If you are
interested please contact Bernice
Carrasco at 661.303.9445 (text
message ok). We look forward to
hearing from you! We hope to
make a decision later this year so
you still have time to apply for the
challenge of directorship of SVS!
We had visitors including 10year old Katherine Flores who
submitted an application to join
SVS! We are marketing SVS
through photo postcards, flyers,
posters, and electronic media. We
are busy reorganizing and had our
Installation of Officers on June
14 with Erin Lunn. A big SHOUTOUT to Erin for visiting! Congratulations to all officers!

Am I getting older...
or is the supermarket
playing really great

MUSIC?

Chorus News
Now is the time to “seas” the day! In June, CARPE DIEM set sail for another
chorus photo shoot on the Channel Cat in Santa Barbara Harbor – another one
of director Mary Ashford's scathingly brilliant ideas! After sailing around the
harbor on a beautiful
evening, we serenaded the crew before we disembarked
for our regular rehearsal. Former Region 12 Sweet
Adeline, Bonnie Mercadante of Softouch Photography,
grabbed some great shots! Thanks, Bonnie!
Spring Regional found us scurrying around Bakersfield as the Assisting Chorus – and we want to send out
a huge thank you to all the Region 11 members who
helped us make it a successful contest weekend.
Since then, we’ve been incredibly busy preparing for
the Harmony Classic in Vegas 2. Many thanks to the
fabulous Darlene Rogers, who not only coached us but
gave PVIs to more than two-thirds of our members! We also have welcomed our first mother-daughter duo as
members: Julie Jones (bass) and Rachel Jones (bari).
Lisa “Theresa Caputo” Miller was our Installing Officer, and we roared with laughter at her hilarious antics as
she “channeled the spirits” of our Team members as the star of TV’s “Long Island Medium”!
Good luck and best wishes to our fellow competitors at at Vegas 2: VERDUGO HILLS CHORUS and CACHET.
We look forward to sharing the stage with you in October!
Thank you to GOLDEN SANDS for hostessing this weekend, and good luck to the novice quartets! – Janet Daw
Stop! Telegram for L.A.S.T.S. CHORUS! Your name will be one of those
engraved on the Audience Choice Award plaque for Region 11’s Open Division
competition held this past April. HOT! HOT! HOT!
Our show, BLING, SWING AND THE KING, was a riotous success on May 14
at the James Armstrong Theatre in Torrance. From Brazilian show girls in Rio
opening the show to The King and his fabulous Elvis tribute band, “Graceband,” the audience was wondering what
could possibly come next! “The Swing Posse,” danced to several numbers, and
“Elvis” led a conga line including audience members through the auditorium.
We again performed at the Nakaoka Community Center’s Volunteer
Welcome to
Recognition Dinner in Gardena. We love singing for them and have already
Region 11’s
been invited to perform for them in 2018.
newest director!
We had a great time at our jungle-themed installation dinner at the Torrance
Woman’s Club in a hall decorated with animals and the sounds of the jungle
playing in the background. We also did lots of singing, of course.
Janice
On June 11 we held our annual yard sale. It is one of our biggest fundraisers.
Kueppers
On June 13 we had our fashion parade at our rehearsal hall where we modeled
Antelope
the things we purchased at the yard sale.
Valley
Never idle, we are busy getting ready for our next show on November 20.
Showcase
Chorus
Think department store, Arabian nights and “gay Paree.” We hope to see
many of you at our show! – Meredith Carter
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