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Region 11
News
Region 11 Choruses
Agoura Hills Harmony.................... Agoura Hills, CA
www.AHHChorus.net
Celebrity City.................................... Las Vegas, NV
www.CelebrityCityChorus.com

An overview of the Contest changes...

Central Coast Celebration............ Pismo Beach, CA
www.Celebration-Chorus.com

Started in 2012

ChannelAire........................................ Camarillo, CA
www.ChannelAire.org

• The time limit for chorus and quartet performances is
now 3-7 minutes (extended by an additional minute).

Golden Sands................................. Long Beach, CA
www.GoldenSandsChorus.com
Antelope Valley Showcase.................Lancaster, CA
www.AVShowcaseChorus.com
Harmony Valley..................................... Merced, CA
www.HarmonyValleyChorus.org
High Sierra............................................. Bishop, CA
Kern Valley................................... Lake Isabella, CA
www.KernValleyChorus.com
L.A. South Towns Show....................... Torrance, CA
www.LASouthTowns.org
Pacific Horizon........................San Luis Obispo, CA
www.pacifichorizon.org
RiverOaks.................................. Sherman Oaks, CA
www.RiverOaksChorus.com
Santa Monica.............................. Santa Monica, CA
www.SMChorus.com
Singing Sands.................................. Ridgecrest, CA
South Valley Sound..........................Bakersfield, CA
www.SouthValleySound.org
Southland Harmony...............................Downey, CA
Tri City Sound........................................Lompoc, CA
www.TriCitySound.org

Regional Changes – Starting Spring 2014
There will be 2 Quartet Contests and 2 Chorus Contests
each year:
• International Division – for competitors who wish to
qualify for International and receive official placement.
You will compete with 2 contest songs and will receive
a numeric score. Choruses will be able to qualify for
Harmony Classic and International based on your winning scores, as per usual.
• Open Division – for competitors who do not wish to
qualify for International. You will present a 10-minute
entertainment package that includes one contest
arrangement, and will receive a level score. Competing
in the Open Division will satisfy the requirement that
a registered chorus must compete once every 3 years.
However, you will not qualify for International awards.
(Last year’s outgoing champions may also compete in
the Open Division for level scores.)

Regional Changes – Starting Spring 2015

Verdugo Hills.......................................Glendale, CA
www.VerdugoShowtimeChorus.org

• Regional Audience Choice Award – for competitors who
compete in the Open Division in their region. Will be
based on votes by audience members.

Voices United......................................... Fresno, CA
www.VoicesUnited.groupanizer.com

International Changes – Starting 2015 (Las Vegas)

News@11 –

• Chorus / Quartet Finals – contestants will be required
to sing just one contest song (compared to 2 right now)
in the Finals.

Published 3 times per year: Spring Convention •
Summer Sizzler • Fall Festival

• Bonus Points – the “bonus points” system will be eliminated and replaced with possible 100 points per judge
for the entertainment aspects of the performance.

the official publication of Region 11

Editor: Debbie Curtis • curtisnotes@aol.com

2

s
n
o
i
p
m
a
h
C
2
1
0
2

Region
Region 11
11
News
News

Sleep Deprived

(Central Coast Celebration)

Dede Irwin
Janine Jenson
Shar TerBorch
Della Dreese
Nannon Kelsall
Chris Curry
Lois Harvey
Joy Beth Clarno

2012 Double

Quartet

Contest!

“Lettuce” Entertain You
Audience Choice Award
Sweet 8alines

(Central Coast Celebration,
Golden Sands, Tri City Sound)

Trudy Morris
Laura Newbre
Lois Harvey
Debby Reimer

Connie Ross
Lisa Marmon
Dani Avalos Prigge
Patty Cobb Baker
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Regional Management
Team
I adore this time
Monica Tautkus
of year in our Sweet
Agoura
Hills Harmony
Adeline life because
everyone is focused
and working smart to
be their absolute best!
Education Coordinator
Every singer, every
quartet, every chorus,
every director working towards the same goals of improving their musical
excellence and being the best performer they can, for those few joyous minutes – for one of the most receptive audiences anyone could ask for!
As we come together to celebrate our achievements from this past year,
be sure to shower all our Sequoia Pacifica sisters with thunderous applause
as we each take the stage. Supporting one another, within our choruses and
within our Region is a unique piece of the Sweet Adeline way.
I long for the days when everyone stayed at the POC on Saturday night
until the last chord was rung. Everyone showing good sportsman-like conduct, and our love and support for those who won the blue! I just like to be
there and dream of how someday, I might be the one who’s name is called…
and I’d sure want the support and to celebrate that moment with all my
regional buddies. Think about it, and be there to celebrate and cheer for our
new champions. They deserve that from every one of us – dinner can wait!
I hope you’ll plan to be with us this year as we bring top-notch educational
opportunities to Region 11. Lori Lyford (Scottsdale) will be with us for
Summer Sizzler and Dale Syverson (Rich-tones) will be here in the Fall.
You won’t want to miss either of these phenomenal teachers!
Wishing everyone a precious moment on stage this year and a joy-filled
convention weekend. Here’s to the Winners…all of us can be!
– Monica gtasingmt@aol.com

Cathy Tautkus

Lou Schroff

Golden Sands / RiverOaks /
Harborlites

Membership Coordinator
Here we are in Bakersfield again. MOST of
us have just come from several months of long
rehearsals, extra rehearsals, PVIs, IVIs, coaching,
chorus retreats, costume checks, make-up checks
and most of that time was spent singing the same
2 songs over and over. And MOST of us love that
routine, don’t we? After all, that’s a big part of what
Sweet Adelines is all about – being the best we
can be at all times. This weekend is the opportunity to demonstrate the results of all of our efforts.
The other and more important result is that
this contest weekend is the one time of year that
MOST of us are gathered together to experience
being members together. We are all so different
yet united by the common bond and love of barbershop harmony. I encourage you to take time
this weekend to say hello, smile and hug each
other and truly enjoy the bond that we all share.
We have 7 members who have been members
50 years or more. Three of them are here this
weekend. Can you imagine the treasures and
memories they have stored in their minds. We
are all in the process of creating our own Sweet
Adeline memories. Make your 100% the best
it can be. Share the joy and join in Region 11’s
Membership Growth Plan to increase our membership to 1000 members in 5 years.
My sincere best wishes to all the competing
choruses and quartets for a successful 3-7 minutes of contest stage bliss this weekend. Looking
forward to hallway smiles and hugs.
– Lou lousings@aol.com

RiverOaks

Kira Wagner

Antelope Valley Showcase

Team Coordinator
How blessed we are to be able to come together and share this love of
ours – barbershop harmony! We are so fortunate to be able to visit and
catch up with dear friends, old friends, and soon-to-be friends this contest
weekend and to cheer them on as they entertain us on the contest stage.
You don’t want to miss this year’s Installation Brunch on contest Sunday
with the ever funny, witty, and entertaining Lynne Wong as Installing Officer!
She will be installing the 2013-2014 RMT, including our newest members,
Bobbette Gantz (incoming Directors’ Coordinator) and Pat Vincent (incoming Events Coordinator).
At the end of April, Jolene Forzetting (current Events Coordinator) and
Kira Wagner (current Directors’ Coordinator) will be departing the RMT. I
want to thank them for sharing so much of their time and talents with Region
11, and let them know that we recognize and appreciate all that they have
done for the region. In addition, Jolene is not straying far as she has agreed
to fill the position of RMT Secretary. As I’ve said before, they can run but
they can’t hide!
Looking forward to seeing you all this weekend – stay safe, stay healthy,
and Spread A Little Happiness this contest weekend!
– Cathy ctautkus@gmail.com
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Directors’ Coordinator
Spring is a time for change and new beginnings.
Many of us end our chorus year taking part in our
Regional Contest as we take note of our collective
musical growth and celebrate the passing of another year in this wonderful life of Sweet Adelines!
I will be stepping down as your Director’s
Coordinator and want to thank you all for the love
and support you’ve shown me during the last two
years! It’s been an honor serving on your RMT
and I want to welcome Master Director Bobbette
Gantz, and wish her all the best as she takes over
in this position during the next two years! I’ll still
be around and look forward to seeing what tomorrow holds in store for each of us as we continue
to share the Sweet! music. If I can be of service
remember I’m just a call or text message away :)
– Kira kira@kirawagner.com

Regional Management
Team

Jolene Forzetting

Chapter-at-Large (R11)

Events Coordinator
I am privileged to belong to the best region in
the world, Region 11! I’ve enjoyed the past 5 years
serving as your Events Coordinator, and I am
happy to say you will be in excellent hands as I
step down! Your new EVC, Pat Vincent, is dedicated, organized and knows the job well. Patti Goin
is doing a great job her 1st year as Competition
Coordinator! JoAnne Hansen is your incoming
Chair, Regional Seminars. I’m excited to see new
faces and talent in regional jobs this year!
It’s an honor to work with these dedicated women,
as well as, Bobbette Gantz, Debbie Curtis,
Tammy Ragsdale, Sheree Mills, Patt Mueller,
Lou Schroff, Shawnna Bilyeu, Monica Tautkus,
Colleen McCormick, Marcia Bosma, Cathy
Tautkus, Lillian Zellmer, Viena Zietler, Kira
Wagner, Bea Knaapen, Leah Rippetoe, Tina
Rowley, Cris Jacobs, Debi Veder, Sue Brown,
and Diana Riley, and the dozens that served
before them! When you see any of these ladies
this weekend, please let them know you appreciate their service to our region! I not only appreciate
them, I am blessed to know and love them!
Best Wishes to all of our competitors this weekend! – Jolene jolenecf@gmail.com

Marcia Bosma

Verdugo Hills / Harborlites

Finance Coordinator
In early May, the collection of Regional dues will
be done. This is the time we collect for the entire
fiscal year (May 1 – April 30) regardless of when
you pay your International dues. Here are the
amounts you will owe: Most members of Region 11
- $42, Youth members (age 25 and below) - $21,
50-year members - $0. Please plan your budget
to include this amount. If you have any questions
regarding Regional dues, ask the finance person
in your chorus. If she doesn’t know the answer, I’m
happy to answer any of your questions.
Wishing the best of luck to all of our competing
quartets and choruses. Enjoy every moment of
the experience. – Marcia marcia@mbosma.com

Viena Zeitler

Chapter-at-Large (R11)

Communications Coordinator

Lillian Zellmer
Golden Sands

Marketing Coordinator
AIDA! It’s more than an Elton John musical! It’s an acronym for a sales &
marketing strategy! AIDA describes a common list of steps we can use to
“make the sale”:
•
•
•
•

A = Attention: Get their attention. Be different. Stand out.
I = Interest: Get them involved. Focus on the benefits and features.
D = Desire: Give them satisfaction. Make them want more!
A = Action: Get a response.

I am on the fan list of the men’s chorus, South Bay Coastliners. They
are truly masters at applying AIDA. They recently held their annual show.
Several weeks before, I began receiving their marketing materials ... an
invitation mailed to my home, an pre-recorded message left on my answering machine, an email invitation, a Facebook event posted and a link to a
hilarious video. Here’s the link…http://youtube/mvcmiRA-CNc. They got my
ATTENTION and piqued my INTEREST. They created a real DESIRE to be
there, so I took ACTION and bought tickets. Mission AIDA accomplished.
Tthink about how these four simple rules can improve virtually everything
you do in promoting your chorus. Take some time to look over your marketing efforts and see if you’ve employed all the aspects of AIDA. Every brochure you hand out, every page on your website, every post on FaceBook,
every performance, every conversation you have is a “sales pitch” to attract
others to this wonderful hobby.
Everyone is invited to join our conversations about Membership and Marketing
by joining our Yahoo Group. Email: R11MnM-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
– Lillian lillianzellmer@gmail.com

Don’t miss the PHENOMENAL faculty
coming to Region 11 in 2013...
Lori Lyford – Summer Sizzler – July 25-28
• Master Director 700 – 2006 & 2011 International Chorus Champions
(Scottsdale)
• Certified International Faculty
• International Quartet medalist
• Choral music teacher at Chandler (AZ) High School

Dale Syverson – Fall Festival – October 3-6
• Master Director 700 – 5-time International Chorus Champions (Rich-Tones)
• International Quartet Champion – Tiffanys (1973) and Rumors (1999)
• Certified Judge – Expression; Candidate Judge – Sound
• Certified International Faculty
• SAI Board of Directors and Education Direction Committee
• Recipient, 2004 SAI President’s Lifetime Achievement Award

No report this issue. vienasings@gmail.com
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The Pitch Pipe
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Panache

1984 – 4 For The Show

Sally & Joni Bescos

1990 – Panache

R11 Double Quartet

R11 Double Quartet

Sally & Dave

L.A. South Towns
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Chorus
News
Pismo Beach, CA

A couple of months ago, I put a reminder
on my calendar to write our SPRING article for
News@11 – and it's a good thing I did! At this
moment, it feels like Fall Festival was just a few
weeks ago. The fall and winter months are full
of gatherings with friends and family. By adding
a holiday
show,
weekend
retreat,
coaching
sessions
and our
February
23 pancake
breakfast
fundraiser at
Applebee’s in Arroyo Grande, suddenly competition weekend is on our doorstep!
Our own Sleep Deprived and Sweet 8alines
bringing home 1st place blue and the “Lettuce
Entertain You” awards in the Double Q Novice
Contest was trippy, and set us up for wanting more,
More, MORE decorations in our vanity case!
Since our chorus is sporting 3 quartets for
contest this year (KMPR, Blush and SeaGlass),
and our roster is re-arranging with the addition of
Trudy Morris as a booming bass, we are looking
to collect some adornments, and “Spread a Little
Happiness” over Celebration Chorus!
Christmas
was delightfully
busy for our Tri
City Sound.
Lompoc, CA
Before we
could recuperate, we found ourselves smack dab in the midst
of Valentine's Day, Youth Festival, and contest
preparations. Our Singing Valentine’s Day went
non-stop and the Youth Festival treated some
60 teenage boys and girls to good barbershop
coaching, food and fun.
We especially recognize and welcome Joann
Johnson, our newest member. We wish Joann
and all competitors the most satisfying Contest
weekend ever! – Lyndell Penney
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"outside foot...inside
foot...down the tiles...secret
smiles...cone the tone...
make it ring"!! We're on the
road to contest and having
a great learning experience
along the way.
Retreat this year with Pam
Pieson...rehearsals actionpacked with coaching and
choreo...tips and tricks from
our fabulous co-directors
who've "been there and
done that" and are eager to
share.
See you in Bakersfield!!

Long Beach, CA

Camarillo, CA

ChannelAire has been very busy since taking top honors last Spring.
We are thrilled with all of influx of new members as we gear up to represent
Region 11 in Hawaii this Fall.
We worked with several awesome coaches and want to thank them for
their talent and guidance. They include Alan Gordon, Diane Porsch, Betty
Clipman, Donya Metzger and coming soon, Carole Kirkpatrick!
The holiday season found us busier than ever! We were non-stop! And in
January we had the privilege of singing for an event for educators, thanks to
our own Lorraine Brown.
March 2 we held our Sneak Preview with ChannelAire and Verdugo
Hills sharing our packages along with quartets, Extra! Extra!, NOVA,
Cachet, and Hot Topic, and the Newbury Park High School Girls
Barbershop Club. Head Over Heels! wasn’t able to participate but we wish
them well on stage this weekend. We’ve formed an awesome “sisterhood”
with Verdugo Hills and are excited to share our love of music.
We have a fundraiser coming up April 20 that we hope you’ll plan to attend.
It will be “Flight of Lights” tasting (white wine, champagne and light beer).
Please visit our table in the Harmony Bazaar to purchase raffle tickets for
this beautiful Region 11 quilt created by our own Dalya Dektor. Tickets are $5
each or 5 tickets for $20.
These tickets will be
added to those already
sold at Fall Festival.
The drawing will take
place on Sunday
morning at the regional
breakfast.
We want to wish all
competitors this weekend the very best on
stage. – Linda Ragsdale

Chorus
News
Glendale, CA

It's a new year and it marks the year anniversary
for our new director, Tammy Ragsdale! We hit the
ground running! Our first venture was our fabulous
retreat with wonderful Carole Kirkpatrick working
her magic! Then we performed for the Concert for
the Cure, an annual event that brings in money
toward the fight against cancer. Following that, a
chapter quartet, Music Committee, brought smiles
and tears to those serenaded on Valentine's Day.
Four special ladies were added to our ranks:
Bette Dalla Dea (a native of Italy!), Linda Ragsdale,
Pat Vincent and Bobbette Gantz. The latter 3
are currently dual members with ChannelAire.

Thanks to the John C. Hench Foundation, VHSC
has been able to donate a lot of money to the music
programs of many Los Angeles area schools. We
look forward to our 9th annual Scholarship Festival
on May 18 at Glendale High School.
Verdugo is thrilled to have been selected
to be involved in the Side By Side, which will take
place at Chapman College from July 18-21.
Sending love to our 5 competing quartets this
year: Cachet, Extra! Extra!, Head Over
Heels!, Hot Topic and Nova! – Penny Parisi

Harmony
Valley

We held our annual
Holiday Chorus and
enjoyed having guest
members participating.
In December we had Merced, CA
a booth at a holiday
boutique (and did some singing) and performed
at the Merced Historic Museum’s Open House.
In January, we sang at the Military Officers
Association’s holiday celebration. A highlight of
the evening was their recognition of our Nancy
Weidenmiller, who was a past president of the
organization. We are proud to announce that
there are two college scholarships that will be provided to music students and one animal science
student. Her love of music and animals will be
aiding others. – Belinda Burnett

Pacific Horizon
San Luis Obispo, CA

It’s nearly Spring, yet memories of Christmas linger. A busy season it
was, marked by invitations to sing at Christmas parties, our own Christmas
show, and our annual Christmas carol phone calls to people throughout the
United States. As we gather at Avis Snyder’s house each year to make the
calls, we know we’ll be greeted by tears, cheers and surprise. It’s a joy to
touch people all over the country and share our hobby.
We were so busy from December 1 thru December 30 that our annual
Christmas party was put off until New Year’s Eve. We kicked off the new
year with good food, lots of gifts and wonderful, harmonic company.
Our Christmas gift arrived in January. Two new potential members,
Marsha Thorlakson, a bari, and Vanessa James, lead, have been singing
with us since then. We hope to make them official Sweet Adelines soon.
We bore down after New Years to polish our competition songs.
We’re grateful to Bobbette Gantz, Tammy Ragsdale and Logan PatrickMiernicki for their patient coaching. Logan is director Kim Patrick-Miernicki’s
son, a music major graduate of Cal State Long Beach. He is the third
generation of his family to carry on the barbershop tradition. He is also codirector of the Gas Light Chorus in Brea.
Valentine’s Day was another opportunity for getting together for singing
phone calls. Meanwhile our quartets delivered Valentine serenades in the
name of loved ones across the county.
And now we’ve reached the home stretch. Here we are Bakersfield!
We’re ready to have fun and do what we all love: sing together in harmony.
– Nancy Gulliver
Costumes, makeup, chorus
shoes, choreo, rehearsals,
Lancaster, CA
coaching. It's our annual competition season! Our director, Kira
Wagner, has been working us hard for this year's event. We have had 3
great coaches helping us along our journey: Diane Porsch, Judy Ashmore
and Bobbette Gantz, who
came to our rescue for retreat at the last minute when
for Diane was called to her
ill father's side. We are so
grateful for our knowlegable
and patient coaches!
We’re pleased to have
6 first-timers on stage with
us this year: Dee, Joyce,
VaJezatha, Elizabeth, Dawn
and Mary. As hard as we
veterans have worked
at our craft for years, these newbies have learned so much in such a short
time. They’ve put in extra rehearsals and had facts and figures crammed
into their head at a pace few of us have had to endure. We commend them.
We wish all the contestants this weekend a wonderful experience. May
your butterflies fly in formation and your chords ring loud and clear! Good
luck to all. – Ann Layton
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Chorus
News
Bishop, CA

Installation in May found us installing the same team members. That's
what happens when you all do such a good job – we want you back again!
Fall started with Denver as the destination for some members of High
Sierra Chorus. Then it was right in to Christmas music. We had many
sing-outs on our schedule, but the Nazarine Church was probably the best.
They brought back a fundraiser and once again it was very successful.
During this time we were thrilled to have three talented ladies apply for
membership and we're happy to say they all passed their auditions. This
will be their 1st competition and don't we all remember how exciting that is!
Pat LeVezu came in February for coaching and by the end of the weekend, we all left feeling renewed and singing with better skills.
Now, contest is here – where did the time go? We wish the best to all
competing choruses and quartets...it's your time to shine! – Reta Zollars
We have been busy since
we were last together. In
December, we sang with the
men's Gold Note Chorus
Fresno, CA
for our 2nd annual Christmas
concert. The high point of the
performance was the "Hallelujah
Chorus". The show was a lovely way to ring in the Christmas season. We
look forward to making it a new tradition in Fresno.
We’ve just come off a
coaching "high" with the
fabulous Lori Lyford. She
inspired us to take personal responsibility for the
success of our chorus. We
are committed to putting
into practice all of the good
feedback we received from
Lori and from our other
wonderful coach, Shirley
Kout. It's interesting how
our coaches reinforce what
our director, Dede, has been teaching us all along.
Speaking of directors, our own Naila Taylor has decided try directing.
After our contest, she will be a co-director with Dede Nibler. With Dede as
her mentor, she's bound to be successful. Naila will be attending the novice
director classes at the Acappella Harmony Academy this summer to learn as
much as she can. We’d like to thank Dede for encouraging us to dream big.
We wish the best of luck to all of the competing choruses. Our fervent
hope for all of us is that we perform to the best of our ability. We're looking
forward to a fantastic contest experience and spending the weekend renewing friendships. – Susan Sanders
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Agoura Hills, CA

We were invited to join the Candlelighting
Ceremony at Disneyland this year. Most members
of AHH volunteered and quickly learned fourteen
new songs under the direction of our Associate
Director Sally McLeish. We participated in the
pageantry six nights in December.

Now it is on to contest. We have two phenomenal coaches, Shirley Kout and Lynne Smith,
supporting us in our journey to the contest stage.
We spent two exciting days with them in January
preparing a program that we are proud to present
in March. Shirley challenged each of us to create
a picture board of what our ballad meant to us
individually. This was a great way toward infusing
the song with our personal story and had a powerful impact on our sound. Lynne reminded us to
use our thighs to support our sound, and made
changes to our visual package to drive the sound
forward. We will have 6 new singers on the risers
with us, so please help make them feel welcome.
We’ve been asked to be a demonstration chorus
for the directors and judges seminar at Chapman
College in July. You can believe that Monica jumped
at the chance to be judged by all the International
Judges for a performance package. Well, that was
until she realized that ALL the judges would JUDGE
us. Gulp. Of course we are all anxious to see what
she has in mind. – Becky Crusoe

Chorus
News

Torrance, CA

Once again performing to a sold-out house on our November show, "Be
Careful What You Wish For," was a blast!
The holidays, always a good time
forfrom
fundraisers
and community service,
Continued
page 45
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competing on the Region 11 contest
stage.
wish with
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higher levels and
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joy inof
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our heart-felt good luck wishes. ofBest
luck,
as well, to the competing
quartets, including our own Cachet, Ooh La La, Sirens, Harmonicity
and Head Over Heels! We can't wait to see you all in Bakersfield, ready
to sing, ready to smile, and surely ready to "Spread a Little Happiness."
– Patti Nugent
50 The Pitch Pipe - JANUARY 2013

Sweet! Adds
Membership Incentive
Campaign
Beginning January 2013 you can earn
FREE DUES and additional bonuses for recruiting NEW members! Participants who are directly
responsible for adding new members between
January 1 and December 31, 2013 earn:
+5 members = free dues for 1 year ($90 value)
+10 members = free dues for 2 years ($180 value)
+15 members = free dues for 2 years and The Pitch
Pipe recognition ($180+ value)
+20 members = free 3-year membership and The
Pitch Pipe recognition ($243+ value)
+25 members = engraved brick on the HQ patio, free three-year membership, The Pitch Pipe
recognition AND International Convention
acknowledgement ($343+ value)
PLUS, each member that adds 25 members or
more before August 1, 2013 will be entered into
a drawing to win a dream vacation to the 2013
Honolulu Convention (includes airfare, registration
and hotel at $3,000 value).
How Sweet! is that?
Member recruitment tools are readily available for
your use in the Marketing Center on the Sweet
Adelines International website.
When members come together — anything is
possible. One Voice, One Message!
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Chorus
News
Sherman Oaks, CA

The fun just never stops at RiverOaks Chorus!
After our very successful “A Winter’s Tale” show in
December, we’ve been going non-stop – singing again
at the lighting of the Toluca Lake Christmas Tree along with our friend, NBC
weatherman Fritz Coleman, as well as caroling at the United Cerebral Palsy
houses (this is a yearly event for us, reminding us what’s really important in
life). Then came our holiday singing telegrams and our Holiday Party.
We participated in International’s Global Open House membership program by designating all the Tuesdays in January as Open Houses and, of
course, bringing special refreshments.
Ergo, two new members have joined the RiverOaks family – Susan
Johnson (bass) and Chris Merrick (bari). Welcome to you both! We anticipate that you will be big assets to the chorus! We have also had several other
guests who want to return after contest. We are not too far from graduating
from small chorus to mid-size chorus!
Oh my God, is it contest time already? Our road to Bakersfield has
been graced by our two fabulous coaches, Chris Robertson and Karen
Laderman. We were honored to have both Chris and Karen with us at our
January retreat and we’re looking forward to bringing what we’ve learned
onto the risers at contest!
We held a jewelry party fundraiser in November. What a fun, sparkly way
to earn money for the chorus! One of our members, Laurie Scarpelli, hosted
the event, which was very appropriately dubbed “Bagels and Bling.”
To all our sisters in song in all the Region 11 choruses – may your every
moment on stage be sweet! – Katy Theodore

Celebrity City
celebrated our 50year anniversary with
Las Vegas, NV
a bang! Dressed to
the nines, we dined,
danced, and listened to our past and present directors speak about our amazing journey. We laughed
at stories from 50-year member, Sharon Kemna.
We entertained our guests like showgirls and were
entertained with the best of the Las Vegas strip’s
“Phat Pack” capturing the nostalgia of city!
It was our lucky day when member Katy
Kypriotis, our director Cathie Sturm, and their
team spent a day teaching barbershop music to the girls of Del Sol High School. During
December, we also found a pot of gold when
selling our windwands during the Parade of Lights
parade in Henderson. In February, we made our
own luck with our Valentine’s Singing Grams. We
sang to those who were lucky in love, bringing
them good fortune and joy. We will support our
local hockey team in March by opening the game
with “The Star Spangled Banner”.
What a stroke of luck to be coached by the notorious Betty Clipman. She and Cathie kept us on
our toes, believing that “Diligence is the Mother of
good luck”. We thank our lucky stars to have the
opportunity to work with the best.
We wish luck to our quartets: Such Fun,
Passion, Prestige, and Distinction at contest. May all competitors have “Lady Luck” on
their side! – Carole McSimov

1955 – Region 11 held its first educational session. Bob Moffett
talked about “barbershopping”
1961 – Region 11 Quartet Champions to be known as
“Sweethearts of Harmony”
1966 – Region 11’s “Me Too Chorus” (pre-cursor to the STAR
Chorus) appeared on Ted Mack’s Amateur Hour
1975 – Southwestern Region 11 became Sequoia Pacifica Region 11
1985 – The statement: “Members must be of good moral character”
was removed from the Sweet Adelines International bylaws
1991 – Georgia Ortmann dies – she was the founder of the first
chapter West of the Rockies (Santa Monica) in 1949
1994 – The “Bingo” card was initiated to recognize new members
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Cheers!

Quartet
News

Barbara Gregg
Viena Zeitler
Banks Pecht
Amanda De Lucia
Cheers! is pleased to welcome our new
baritone, Banks Staples Pecht! While no one can
replace Erin, Banks brings her own sound and
irreverent sense of humor to the Cheers! family.
Banks has a background in vocal and instrumental music and musical theater. She joined
Sweet Adelines in 1999 and won an International
gold medal with San Diego, where she worked
with Master Director Kim Vaughn and emceed
the performance package on the International
stage. She took a break to reproduce and move
to Ventura County, then joined ChannelAire in
2008, where she mentored with Master Director
Bobbette Gantz and served as emcee and baritone section leader. Banks also sings in Fusion,
a mixed a cappella jazz ensemble. Banks calls
herself a “recovering attorney,” and left the grind
of big firm litigation to consult from home. She
really wishes she were a famous writer. Her better
half, Ben, is a pediatrician, but wishes he were a
professional surfer. We are grateful to Ben for single-parenting Martie (8), Kyle (6), and Evan (6),
when Banks abandons him for quartet rehearsal.
Cheers! is excited to bring our new sound
to regional. We’d like to thank Judy Ashmore
and Patty Cobb Baker for all of their help as we
prepared for contest. We wish all of the competing quartets the very best and can’t wait to hear
performances that are feasts for our ears!

KMPR
Karen Betancourt
Dani Prigge
Debby Reimer
Diane McGrath
KMPR had a wonderful time in December performing throughout San Luis
Obispo County. The latter half of the month brought withdrawals, as we
didn't see each other for nearly two weeks!!
We continue to enjoy being together, and even went on a week-long
"retreat" to Debby's time share in St. Maarten. Debby chauffeured us around
the island, took us to her
favorite haunts, made sure we
experienced the pristine white
sand beaches (and heavenly
warm water) and introduced us
to her friends. In between we
sang, read and played games.
It was a wonderful escape after
December's hectic schedule.
Thanks, Debby!
We look forward to sharing
the stage with our other quartet
competitors – with a special
shout out to our other chapter quartets Blush! and SeaGlass – and wish
everyone a peak performance this year.

Hello Region 11! It
Sirens
seems like forever that
we’ve been together as Melissa Hockenberger
a quartet at regional –
Timari Thorstenson
walking the pattern, getDebra Hockenberger
ting queasy, exhilarated
Lisa Kneebone
with excitement, just
grateful to be singing.
We have a new lead – her name is Timari Thorstenson, and we love her!
She is getting her Bachelor's degree from Pepperdine in psychology and
music (perfect pair, heh?) and has already arranged a couple of new songs
for our quartet. We are very "Lucky" !
The three of us have spent the last year getting to know Timari and having
a great time together. We have performed a few times – Santa Monica
Friends and Family, the San Fernando Valleyaires, the Chord Club
(sponsored by Ready Willing and Mabel) and the AHH show where
that wonderful chorus sponsored a show to help SMSA get to Denver!
We are grateful to our coaches, Laura Pallas, Jim Campbell, Mo Rechter
and Alan Gordon. Laura is our rock and will be with us through our journey
and we all love her. We can't wait to sing for all of you!

International Board
of Directors –
Election Results
Serving a 3-year term beginning May 1:
u Patty Cobb Baker, Harborlites, #21;
Golden Sands, #11
u Peggy Gram, Top of the Rock, #25
u Carole Kirkpatrick, Pacific Sound, #13
u Dale Syverson, Rich-Tone, #25
The IBOD also appointed 2 people to
serve a 1-year term beginning May 1:
u Anne Cargill, Aberdeen, #31
u Paula Davis, Velvet Hills, #8
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Quartet
News
Here we are in spring time
Cachet
and thanks to ChannelAire
Chorus hosting this weekSally McLeish
end with their theme of
Shawnna Bilyeu
“Spread a Little Happiness”–
Tove Hoch
Jeannie Vercillo
it promises to be a fun contest. After all, isn’t that what
we do when we get together
and share our music with each other and with the world?
Cachet hopes to spread a bit of their own happiness by hosting the
Winners’ Circle Quartet reception on Thursday night. If you are in a
competing quartet, you should have received your e-vite and we welcome you to stop by for a fun social time before the competitions begin on
Friday. You might even get to hang out with a few Queens of Harmony!
Our quartet took a break after singing on the Verdugo Hills and
Carpe Diem Chorus holiday shows but with the new year, we have
jumped back in with both (all eight!) feet and have continued our coaching
with the ever-fabulous Shirley Kout. We also had a really great session
with Mo Field, all the way from Stockholm, Sweden!
It’s truly been an honor serving Region 11 as Quartet Champions. We
loved every minute of it and we truly appreciate all of the love and support
you’ve given us through our champion year.
We want to wish all the competing quartets and choruses good luck this
weekend, especially our choruses: Agoura Hills Harmony, Santa
Monica, and Verdugo Hills Showtime, and our friends and sister
quartets: Cheers!, Extra!Extra!, Harmonicity, Head Over Heels,
Hot Topic, Nova, Ooh La La, and Sirens!!
Such Fun! from
Such Fun!
Celebrity City Chorus
in Las Vegas, NV, has
Rebecca Stueland
had another eventful year.
Amy Jo Lombardo
We welcomed our new
Terrie Parker
Sandra McClendon
bass, Sandra McClendon.
Amy Jo Lombardo (lead),
Rebecca Stueland (tenor),
Terrie Parker (baritone), and Sandra had a busy summer selecting competition songs and learning repertoire for our many singing engagements.
Some highlights of the Such Fun! engagements include: singing in
January 2013 at Mayor Carolyn Goodman’s State of Las Vegas address to
the public at the City Council Chambers; singing at Las Vegas’s new Smith
Center for the Performing Arts in a men’s barbershop City of Lights
Holiday show; serenading families at Summerlin’s Holiday Festival; singing at Valley of Fire State Park for a 21st wedding anniversary vow renewal
ceremony; serenading a birthday girl from New York City on the outdoor balcony at the top of Mandalay Bay’s the Hotel restaurant; singing on several
Celebrity City Chorus performance events.
While we most enjoy the variety of singing we get to do in Las Vegas, we
welcome the competition in March as a way to hone our singing skills to
make us even better performers for the multitude of venues we get to sing at
throughout the year. We look forward to Region 11’s upcoming events and
the new skills all this education gives us. Being Sweet Adelines just rocks!
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Passion
Patti Goin
Lorna Katz
Mary Walker
Cheryl Rodrigues
We have been very busy with rehearsals both
in Las Vegas and Southern California, coaching
sessions at various venues, and just having fun.
We had a great time at Celebrity City's Gala
in December, sang at John Mull's Road Kill BBQ,
in Las Vegas, and even got some delicious BBQ
lunches from the owner for singing to his customers.
Many thanks to men’s chorus, Crown City,
for having us as your featured quartet on your
Christmas show.
We want to thank our choruses – Harborlites,
Celebrity City and Golden Sands, our directors, Pam Pieson, Cathie Shaw-Sturm, Patty
Cobb Baker, and Chris Robertson, for all the love
and support you have shown us.
We spent a great weekend in February at Club
21's California Stage Day. We thank you for the
opportunity of singing for you and getting valuable evaluations and coaching by the various
Club 21 members. Thank you to our coaches,
Tony DeRosa, Patty Cobb Baker, and Karen
Laderman. You have helped us to become a better quartet. We hope we do you proud!

Caprice
Adrienne Cluff
Kaitlyn Phillips
Dede Nibler
Susan Sanders
It is with sadness that we share with you the
dissolution of our quartet. Family obligations and
the vagaries of life require that we part ways. We
are grateful for all of the support we received from
Region 11. We'd like to thank our fabulous coaches,
Shirley Kout and Kim Vaughn for their encouragement. We also wish After Eight and all of the
competing quartets the best of luck on stage.

Nova
Tammy Ragsdale
Carol Dirner
Diane Rothberg
Joan D’Agostino
Nova can hardly believe it's contest time
again. Real life can be so disruptive of our musical goals, but what the heck – we got a new
costume so we'll be seeing you on stage on
Friday night! Best of luck to all chorus and quartet
competitors. It's what we do.

Distinction

Rose Hettinga
Anita Treichel
Prudence Hagan
Kathy Scheel
With a personnel change
of a new bass we felt it
was time to change our
name and finally decided
on Distinction (previously Road Trip).
This picture is at lunch
after a terrific session at
the Queen's College in Las
Vegas with The Buzz, who
were part of the faculty. It was an amazing opportunity and we were able to get
coaching from Jeanne Froelich, bass of The Buzz and Joan Boutilier, tenor of
the Four Bettys!
With the addition of Kathy, it just got more interesting because she is Anita’s
sister! So we are two sets of sisters! We all agree we have never had so
much fun singing as what we have experienced since this new configuration.
High-Tide performed
High-Tide
again at the 3rd annual
Wreaths Across America
Joyce Spillane
Ceremony held at Rosie
Katherine Mitchell
the Riveter Park and
Maureen Coleman
Lillian Zellmer
Interpretive Center in Long
Beach in December. This is
a national program where
thousands of wreaths are placed in memoriam to the men and women
who gave their lives in service of our country. It is truly a privilege to honor
our local heroes with our small
gift of music.
You won’t see us on stage this
year, but we will be in the audience cheering for our friends –
and we’ll make the rounds at all
the hotels! A special shout out to
friends in Passion and Happy
Hour! Best of luck to all of you!
A special thanks to both of our
directors, too, who will also be on the contest stage! Queen Patty Cobb
Baker (Touché) and Chris Robertson (Ms. Cellaneous).
We are so excited to be
Prestige
singing together on stage
this weekend with all of
Stacey Riss
our favorite Region 11
Ami Fewell
quartets! We would like to
Suzanne Lunak
thank the wonderful Linda
Jan Sloan
Kelly for coaching us and
getting us ready for the contest stage. We haven't been singing together
long but have already shared some memorable experiences. We attended
Celebrity City Chorus' 50th Anniversary Gala in December - congratulations, CCC! On a personal note, our lead Ami is engaged and we couldn't be
happier for her. We look forward to seeing all of our friends this weekend.
Let’s sing a tag or two and have some fun!

Quartet
News
Extra! Extra!
Debi Veder
Linda Ragsdale
Kathy Long
Sandra Chance
We are delighted to introduce our new baritone
Kathy Long, who is joining us on stage this weekend. It has been quite a while since we’ve shared
that stage with our fellow quartets, and we’re
REALLY looking forward to being with you again!
Kathy is an active member of Verdugo Hills
Showtime Chorus and hooked up with us
through Tammy Ragsdale, who knew we were
“bari-less!” It is our great fortune that the combination gelled, musically and personality-wise,
so… we’re back in the quartet business!
Our special thanks go to Tammy for generously
being our mentor and coach as we prepared in
very short order for this weekend. And, we extend
our endless appreciation to Marilyn Conlan and
Pat Kahmann for their warm hospitality in opening their homes for our first rehearsals together.
We extend our gratitude to the current chorus
champions, ChannelAire, as they host this
weekend. Best of luck to all competitors. Just
bask in the glow! You’ve earned your time on
stage and we can’t wait to see and hear you!

Ooh La La
Barbara Adams
Linda Schrab
Jonni Wood
Judy Herr
Wow! It’s competition month already? Where did
the time go? We had a rockin’ Christmas season.
Gigs galore including Puttin’ On The Glitz in San
Clemente, the Santa Train, the Japanese-American
Museum and a few parties where we, naturally,
sang for food and wine. We also had a fun gig for
the Retired Grocery Workers Union. Paper or plastic? Doesn’t matter – we’re bisacksual.
When we’re not doing gigs or shopping or
celebrating life, we’re rehearsing and coaching.
Many thanks to the wonderful Laura Pallas, Alan
Gordon, Tomi McEvoy and Mo Field for puttin’
on our glitz.
All the best to all quartets and choruses – knock
the socks off the octopus!
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